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emerged with "Kenny G," on
LP that established him among
the most promising young in-
strumentalists in the country.
It made the top 10 on
Billboard’s joxz chart, and
received considerable pop,
R&B ond adult-contemporary
airplay as well.

When it came time to record
the follow-up album, Kenny
typically decided to take an
alternative route, to go more
in the R&B-influenced direction
that had always been his
musical passion.

Baockstage at.a concert in
New York City, Kenny was in-
troduced to Kashif. "I didn't
know who he was,” Kenny ad-
mits, although Kashif had
already built up a string of hits
as a writer-producer for such
artists as Evelyn King and

Howard Johnson. Kashif was
working on his own LP for
Arista, and asked Kenny fto
play sax on the track “Say
Something Love.”

“I had more fun recording
the solo that afternoon than
doing my first album,” Kenny
said loter. He then asked
Kashif to write a couple of
songs for his upcoming album,
and the two hit it off so well
that Kashif wound up
executive-producing all of G-
Force.” The album, recorded
in New York, spawned the hit
"Hi, How Ya Doin'.”

The partnership, based on o
strong mutuality of musical
tastes, proved creatively com-
patible, and led to the album
"Gravity,'’ the first album to
be wholly recorded at Kashif's
home studio, New Music
Group Studio. The LP, pro-
duced by Kashif, Kenny, and
Wayne Braithwaite, featured
Kenny not only on soprano
and alto sox, flute, and syn-

thesizer, but on the lyricon, a
wind-activated synthesizer.

As Kenny says, this
specially-designed update of
the lyricon “takes the instru-
ment to a higher level,” with
the ability to sound uncannily
like on acoustic or electric
guitar.

On “Esther” from the new
LP, Kenny uses a Digital Wind
Controller to play the role of
a violin section. The use of
such groundbreaking in-
struments is indicative of Ken-
ny's eagerness fo continve ex-
panding the technological ap-
proaches to his sound.

“if | had to label my music,”
Kenny G has said, “I'd call it
contemporary R&B/pop with o
strong instrumental base. I've
always been into R&B; that's
where my heart lies.” On
Duotones, Kenny blows up o
blue storm, and continues to
make some of the most ap-

pealing — if unclassifiable —
music around.

(Continued from Page 3)

after that!” Dal Romeo recalls

with a laugh.

Maniquin were signed to
Epic Records in October, ‘87,
and devoted the entire sum-
mer of ‘88 to recording their
first LP.

“Maniquin” contains eight
tracks recorded with some of
the nation's top producers,
engineers, and studio support
personnel. The premier single
from the LP is the funk-rocking
"I Wanna Ride.” This tune was
co-written and produced for
the group by Ronnie and
Charlie Wilson of The Gap
Band.

“The Gap Band was a groug
we all grew up listening to and
admiring,” says Stan Jones.
“We learned so much, techni-
cally and spiritually from the
experience of working with

—D.C. group siGns

professionally, that they later
went back into the stddio to do
post - production work on five
additional tracks, including
“Funny Feelings,” “Why Do
You Lie,” "Hot ‘N’ Sexy Lil
Dynamite,” “Men Will Be
Dogs,” and “Now And Then."

Another track is "Take
Care,” written and produced
by Ernesto Phillips of Elektra
recording group Starpoint.
That group’s lead singer Renee
Diggs turns in a typically en-
chanting vocal performance
on this cut in conjunction with
Maniquin’s Just “Ray.”

The ballad “Now And Then”
spotlights Kenny Lattimore,
who co-wrote the song with
Brian Stanley; the cut was pro-
duced by Epic labelmate
Charlie Singleton. “"Men Will
Be Dogs,” a humorous tribute
to Parlioment - Funkadelic,
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Ronnie and Charlie.”

Dal Romeo adds: “They had
heard some of our material
and gotten a feel for what we
were about as a band, for our
direction. They also had
material to present to us for
collaboration, and we were
just bowled over by their
tunes.”

The Wilsons were original-
ly contracted to work on just
two cuts. But they were so im-
pressed, both personally and
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was penned by guitarist David
News and co-produced by
P-Funk key-board wizard Ber-
nie Worrell. “Funny Feelings”
was composed and produced
by up-and-comer Marvin En-
nis, a long-time friend and al-
ly of Maniquin,
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When Harrlette Winslow (Joe Marie Payton-France) in-
vites her mother-in-law to live with the family, which
already includes her own three children, her sister and
her sister’s baby, her husband Carl (Reginald VelJohnson),
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Royal Wright and Thelma Hopkins, left to right.
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