Richard Pryor And Gene Wilder

TeAam Up For ‘See No Evil....’

Dave couldn’t hear it and Wal-
ly couldn’t see it, but now they're
both wanted for it. “See No Evil,
Hear No Evil”’ reunites Richard
Pryor._and Gene Wilder — the
outrageous duo that brought us
“Silver Streak” and “Stir Crazy.”
“See No Evil, Hear No Evil” opens
this Friday (May 12) ot area
theatres.

Meet Wally and Dave. (Richard
Pryor and Gene Wilder.) They run
a newsstand in New York. They
are as opposite as two buddies
can be. Wally is loud-mouthed,
belligerent, insolent and cocky.
Dave, on the other hand is quiet
and polite, a gentleman.

Wally is blind and Dave is deat.
Wally becomes Dave's ears and
Dave, Wally's eyes, when a man
is found murdered outside their
newsstand and, between the two

of them, they are the only wit-

ness. ‘
Dave thinks he saw some-

one—at least, he saw her legs.
Wally thinks he smelled someone
— she wore Shalimar perfume.
The policce think they've collared
their first deaf-and-blind
murderers.

A hilarious chase ensues as the
two try to clear their names. In
the process, Wally and Dave
somehow manage to outrun, out-
drive and outwit the entire New
York City police force and a band
of mysterious, ruthless criminals,
including a beautiful, enigmatic
killer and ice-cold partner.

As Gene Wilder puts it: “Wal-

Just present thus ad at the
Kennedy Center box office
and you Il get one hicket lree
when you buy one at the
reguiQr prnce 1or any
performance now through
Mother s Day (May 14)

Sorry. no phone orders. Subject
10 avalability Not vahd with
any other discount No refuhds
exchanges

Richard Pryor and Gene Wilder as Wally and Dave in "“See No
Evil, Hear No Evil.” The film reunites the comedy duo and opens
Friday, May 12 at area theatres.

ly and Dave discover that by
pooling their resources, the two
are able to triumph over their
personal handicaps—sometimes
dramatically, but mostly comi-
cally—and by the end, they ar-
rive at a deeper understanding of
themselves and their situation in
life.”

Richard Pryor admits that play-
ing the blind Wally was one of his
greatest challenges as an actor.
To prepare for the role, Pryor
trained at the Braille Institute.
There, he learned to approach
the world as a blind person
might. Blindfolded, he was
forced to navigate his way
through a room full of furniture.
“By the time | came out, | had
much more of an insight into no

sight,” he notes.
Pryor has made his unique

mark in both comedy and drama.
In little more than o decade, he
has starred in over 20 major mo-
tion pictures, including “Calitor-
nia Svite,” “The Wiz,” "Blue Col-
lar,” "“Car Wash,” “Brewster’'s
Millions,” “Superman III.” “The
Toy,” and “Bustin’ Loose.” Pryor
also starred in, directed, co-
wrote and produced the
autobiographical “Jo Jo Dancer,
Your Life Is Calling.”
Combining his film expertise
and comic brilliance, Pryor also
created three outstanding con-
cert films, “Richard Pryor Live In
Concert,” “Richard Pryor Live On

The Sunset Strip” and "Richard
Pryor Here And Now."

Pryor first teamed with Gene
Wilder in the hit comedy “Silver
Streak.” The pair reunited in “Stir
Crazy,” to similar success. Pryor
credits director Arthur Hiller's ad-
vice for his understanding of Wal-

ly Karew.
“Arthur helped me a lot, in

terms of playing Wally realistical-

ly and comically, without offen-
ding the real handicapped.”

By the time he burst onto the
national scene in the mid-Sixties,
he was renowned as much for
the shock value of his material as
for his comic genius. A master of
improvisation, an expert mimic
and a superb impersonator,
Pryor was in great demand for
top television talk shows and for
major nightclubs in Las Vegas

and throughout the country.
Pryor maode his feature film

debut in 1968 as a jittery private
detective hired by a bungling
gangster (played by Sid Caesar)
in the cops-and-robbers suspense
spoof “Busy Body." This led to his
second film role as the Piano
Man, opposite Diana Ross In
“Lady Sings The Blues"—a pertfor-
mance that won him critical note.
Other early screen credits in-
clude “Wild In The Streets,
“Wattstax,” "Some Call It Lov-
ing,” “Uptown Saturday Night.”
“The Bingo Long Travelling All-
Stars and Motor Kings,” “Which
Way Is Up?”’ and "“Greased

Lightning."”
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Pictured clockwise are Bernie Casey, Malcolm Jamal-Warner,

Amber Kain and Denise Nicholas In “Mother's Day," premier-
ing on The CBN Family Channel on May 13 at 8 p.m.

Denise Nicholas comes
back 1o Television

Call it a comeback if you will,
but to Denise Nicholas it's more
a matter of waiting for the right
role to come along.

And now that it's here, she's
delighted to play a part that she
says is the most enriching of her
career. It's the lead role of
Elizabeth Sturgis, a mother
whose unfailing courage and fer-
vent belief in her 18-year-old
son’'s innocence inspire her to go
to unbelievable lengths to over-
turn his murder conviction.

“Elizabeth has more depth and
emotional highs and lows than
any other character | have ever
played,” she explained, “in-
cluding all of my work from the
early 70s.”

The show is titled “Mother’s
Day"” and will air, appropriately

enough, in May on The CBN
Family Channel. The two-hour
program is the first original
made-for-television movie of The
Family Channel.

“Mother’'s Day"” is based on the
true story of a mother’s struggle
to clear her son of what appears
to be a hopeless situation and a
possible death sentence. The son
is played by Malcolm-Jamal
Warner, Theo on "“The Cosby
Show."”

“"Mother's Day” also stars Ber-
nie Casey (“I'm Gonna Git You
Sucka”), noted actor Jose Ferrer,
actress/singer Melba Moore and
Greg Salata (“Kate and Allie”).
The two hour movie will air on
The Family Channel May 13 at 8
p.m. eastern, May 14 at 7/ p.m.
eastern and on May 19 at 8 p.m.
and midnight eastern.

WHMM-TY launches ‘72 Alert’

WHMM TV launches “32 Alert:
Southern Africa Support Week"
May 15-21. During this special
week of public aftairs program-
ming, Channel 32 will broadcast
a number of programs in conjunc-
tion with the Southern Africa
Support Project’s (SASP) com-
munity outreach activities.

“We must defeat Apartheid —
and those in America, South
Africa, and elsewhere who de-
fend and protect it,” says Randall
Robinson, Executive Director of
TransAfrica. “The best means re-
mains informed activism.

THE AFRO-AMERICAN

“| therefore urge you strongly
to watch Channel 32, especially
during Southern Africe Supper!
Week: this would complement
the oactivism of TransAfrica,
SASP, and others. Channel 32 still
is the best source of anti.
Apartheid information and
analyses.”

On WHMM's locally - produced
"Evening Exchange,” broadcast
live weekdays at 7:00 p.m., host
Kojo Nnamdi kicks-off “Southern
Africa. During each one-hour edi-
tion of "Evening Exchange,”
viewers can phone-in questions

and comments. The award-

winning series is re'broadcusti
the Tollowing weekday ar 1001
p.m. "

4
At 9:00 p.m. also on Monday, 1
May 15, is “Nelson Mandela: The ;
Struggle is My Life.” This one -
hour film profiles the activist and |
traces the history of an awaken-
ing people. Following, at 10:00
p.m., is the 30 - minute "Kwitny
Report” with a look at Angola. At
10:30 p.m. is the 30-minute pro-
gram “Another View,” which
reports on South Africa.
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