THE NIGHT LIFE

Pennsylvania Ave. Needless fo
say, it was swinging. My hats oft

ALL THAT JAZZ

kind of service that mokes you
feel like 0 queen.
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Lampkins. Club owners should

ning the latest records, Rondy , |
toke lessons from this lody ‘couse

By Bonnie Matthews Butler

By Bob Matthews

Well, there's some bad news
and some good news this week.

First, the bod news. You may
have seen some of the reports of
the upcoming schedule of events
which will happen ot the Pier 6
amphitheatre, but you may not
have noticed that one ingredient
is missing.

The Eubie Bloke Jazz Festival,
a part of the Pier 6 Harborlights
Festival for the past few yeors,
has disappeared. That's right,
there will not be o jozz festival
this year.
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Festival Productions, headed
by the George Wein organization
has not been engaged to produce
a festival for this year, thus no
fest, which means the end of the
Jazz Quest competition, which
showcased orea jazz talent.

The reasons for the demise of
the fest is simple — lack of sup-
port. The Eubie Bloke Festival
operated ot a loss over the last
couple of seasons. It's that
simple.

Not that there won't be some
jozz ot this year's Harborlights
sessions. There will be some, in-

terspersed among the eclectic of-
ferings of the season We'll keep

you informed.

Alley is returning to jozz. Well,
not totally, but the main book-
ings will consist of jazz ortists,
and more mainstream than pop
or fusion.

You con look for more artists
to be booked for one or two-
nighters, with o local rhythm sec-
tion. In fact, that rhythm section

will include Bob Butta, Geoff

Marper with Gary Bartx
scheduled to maoke severol

appearances.
The hierarchy ot Blues. Alley

finally reclized that Baltimore is
a different sort of market, and
the mix they had tried, simply
didn't work. Also, Baltimore will
not support a single artist for o
full week's engogement.

Thus, you will see more one or
two-night stands. While the
prices will fluctuate, there will
not be a big drop in price for such
big-nome acts os Dizzy
Gillespie ond others.

According to Tony Wheelock of
Blues Allegw - the artists
themselve{ more or less set the
price on some of the
appearances.

And, incidently, the club has
returned to the 8 and 10p.m.
shows every night, with three
shows on Soturdays. The 7 and

PAUL LAURENCE

“"Underexposed” (Capitol)

It's been more than four years
since producer and songwriter
Poul Laurence released his debut
solo LP, "Haven't You Heard.”
which included the single “She’s

‘Not A Sleaze.”

But Paul has been quite busy.
He's produced and written songs
for such well known Capitol ar-
tists as Freddie Jackson, Lillo
Thomas and Melba Moore.
Among the hits he's written and
produced: “Rock Me Tonight (For
Old Time's Sake).” “I'm In Love.”
and “Love’s Coming At You."”

In o recent interview, Paul told
one of his favorite stories, about
o day in the studio with Lillo
Thomas. “He wos doing this
vocal, and | wanted this certain
sound. So | said, ‘Lillo, put some
tape over your mouth, let's tiry o
muffled sound.’ So he puts the
tape over his mouth and he's
singing the song, so we're in the

“So we soid, ‘No, take it off, it
doesn’'t work.’' So as he begins to
take it off, you hear this Rrrripp !
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Jp.m. experiment didn't work

out.
More on this later, after we get

a lineup of octs from the new
manager of the club

Bob Isroel.

The Smithsoniaon Resident
Associates scheduling of the jazz
mini-series featuring Jane ire
Bloom, and Harry Connick, Jr.
has been rescheduled.

Originally set to take ploce
April 7 and 28, it will go on May
5, 7:30 p.m. in Baird Auditorium.
Information: (202)357-4090.
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Duke Ellington buffs should
be getting ready for the month-
long celebration entitled "Duke
Ellington, American Musician,”
which opens April 4 ot the
Smithsonion National Museum of
American History.

There will be about 50 artifocts
from Duke's life, including hand-
written music manuscripts, con-
cert programs and posters from
around the world, trophies,
photograophs and much more.

Also a video of classic Ellington
performonces, including “Sym-
phony in Black,” “Cotontail” and
“Mood Indigo” will be shown as
a part of this exhibit.

In addition, Beginning April 2,
there will be an almost daily
event in the Carmichael

Paul Laurence

Owww!’' (It stuck to his
mustache.) So by this time, we
were on the floor. So, then we
said, ‘Let's see if we con get him
to do it again.” And he actually
tried it again. And then we said,
‘Nah, it doesn’t work.” And he
pulls it off. 'Owww!' "

“So; the assistont comes up
and says, Whaot's going on?

Auditorium in celebration of the
Duke. It kicks off with the Joe
Kennedy quortet playing the
“Best of Duke” at noon and 2
p.m.

The lineup is impressive and
includes such jazz groups and or-
tists as “The Washingtonians,®
Buck Hill Trio, Howard Univer-
sity Jaxxtet, Shirley Horn Trio.
Keter Betts Trio in o tribute to
Jimmy Blanton, and others too
numerous o mention.

We'll keep you up to date on
the week-by-week octivities, ond
best of all, all of this is tree. For
more information: (202)357-2700

QUICKLY NOTED: World Sax.
ophone Quartet performs for
District Curators Friday, April 7
8 p.m. at she Duke Ellington
Theatre, 35th ond R Sts., NW
DC...Milt Jackson ot Blues Alley
Washington through Sunday
Mar. 26...Ronnle Wells wih the
Ron Elliston Quartet will per
form two concerts closing out the
Music and Gretna’'s series in
Yok, and Lancaster, PA. Con
corts. will be March 31 .at the

Capitol Theatre in York, ond
Saturday, April 1 in the Bruns

wick Hotel, Lancaster. More in-
formation: (717) 964-3836. . .
Fish Market in Baltimore is
presenting Special EFX in the
Eubie Bloke Room, through Sun-
day, March 26.

We're on the floor loughing. 50
we soid, ‘Lillo, try it again.’ So he
puts it back on again. ‘No Lillo
don't...' He was willing to do
anything to get this record done
not knowing that that was, like.
totally ludicrous.”

Paul Laurence’s lotest album
begins with the first single,
‘Make My Beby Happy,” a synth-
funk rocker with a melody ond
sentiment thot's right out of 60's
Motown.

Among the best ballads here is
“Cut The Crap.” which would
haove been an ideal Freddie
Jockson single if Paoul hodn't
decided to record it himself.

On “I'm A Business Mon (Kick
it 100).” we hear what sounds
like the tuning of a radio dial —
and we hear tiny bits and pieces
of Paul Laurence-produced hits
like “Rock Me Tonight” for o few
seconds. Then we're treated to
Paul's funny little musical com-
mentary on rap music, done in
rap style. It probably won't out-
do King Tee or Cash Money And
Marvelous on the rap charts, but
it is an honest expression from

the heart of this Harlem-roised
tolent.
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Entertainment Editor

Always have thought that the
car rental line, “We try harder
becouse we're number two, was
a gem that worked

This brings me back e my prios
night lite peeve — service. Come
on owners and try a little harder
to get your employees fo do the
same in the service area and ||l
stop harping on the subject. Like
| said in the last couple of col-
umns. there's plenty of room ot
the top.

Last Friday, photographer
Ricardo Gray ond | (along with
my good friend Helen), mode the
“Happy Hour" trek. (And for our
neighbors along 1-95 South — The
D.C. area, we're heading your
way a few Fridays from now).

I'm happy to report that the
service at the Palladium’s "Hap-
py Hour” is on the upswing. All

the goodies were just as good as

visit there and the
customer response indicates thot

my last

it pays to try a little harder.

Thanks to Randy Dennis of
V-103 for that rousing birthday

tribute he gave me. While spin
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had the entire place (about 400

people) wish me o happy birth-

o trifle south of

day in unison. Thanks, gong.

Up on Reisterstown Road, just
Northern
Parkway, the Regatta still caters
to a select group of loyalists. Like
the Palladium, the Regatta offers
on-site parking ond night life
folks know that this is a definite

plus.
Unfortunately that ‘ole devil

service — provided a minus. Im-
provement in that arec will make
the liogoﬂa, with its plush decor.
another happy emporium.

A toad fturther down on
Reisterstown Road is The Five
Mile House. As usual, it was waoll
1o wall folks and just to get
served was a miracle.

Maybe additionol staff could
correct this on those extremely
busy nights. Also, | mus! have
missed the hors d'oeuvres that

used 1o sit on the ledge o few
years ago. Could they have been

devoured prior 1o our arrival?

o

the barmaid, Orpha

Cloblt.l-"bl.boullu"ummdm
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she sure knows how to give the

vities Friday night.
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Information: (202) 544-7469
Group Rates: (703) 750-6663

OTHER HAPPENINGS Club

YT XXX

ALL SEATS RESERVED ¢ PRICE INCLUDES TAX
. $9.50 - $11.00 - $12.50

(Continued on Page 8)
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From the moment the Curtan nses unti

the last tumultuous applause fades the
excitement docsn t stop From the
dazzling spectacie of Firebird 10 U
haunting beauty of Giselle from the
rousing gospel-scored brawn of Jobn

Henry 10 the lovely lyncal images of
Sevenade and more  “thes s dance of

extraordinary cloguence and power
dance you will never forget

MARCH 14-26
| KENNEDY CENTER
OPERA HOUSE

Tickets at the Kennedy (enter Hox ol o
Ticketron, TICKETplace. or by phone

ihrough
INSTANT-CHARGE
(202) 857-0900.

information 2544770

PMhoto Hugees Magen o Prance lgor photo B Marthy
aape

Mhe Dance Theatre of Harlem o 3 jount presentaton
of the Washagoon Perturmng Arts Sox ety and the
Kennedy ( oniet




