Eastside High was
a training ground for jail

Then Joe Clark took over.

Now the kids are
getting something
they neverhad.

trom the director of
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BALTIMORE

The 11th anniversary celebro-
tion of the Ed Block Courage
Awards, the most prestigious
award in the NFL, will be held on
March 14 ot Martin's West. Reci-
pients from the twenty-eight
teams in the NFL hove been
chosen by their teammates and
froiners o receive the aoword.
Plus “Hall of Fomers” Raymond
Berry, Paul Warfield ond Len-
ny Moore are some of the
honorees. ABC's Frank Gifford
will be the special guest. Call
377-2222 for more information.

UMB.C's avant-garde arts
festival, “Progressions.” will
present the modern dance com-
pany Den Wagoner ond
Dencers on Wednesday, March
1S ot 8 pom. in the Fine Arts
Building Studio 317. Call 455-2476
for more details.

The Maryland Sclence
Center is presenting its new IM-
AX film, “To The Limit” on March
18. This will be its world
premiere. Call 685-5225 for fur-
ther information.

The Cloisters Children's
Museum will open on Sunday,
March 19 in combination with the

Marty Kurland Clown Shows.
The opening is free with regulor
Museum admission but the clown
performances are $4 for non-

members ond $3.50 for members m“‘hw-m

listed. Caoll 823-2551 for more
information.

This Week

Levert (pictured) along with Bobby Brown and Karyn
White, will perform at the Baltimore Arena on Wednes-
day, March 22. Call 301-347-2010 for more information.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Carmen McRae will perform

16 through Sunday, March 19.
Call 337-4141 for more details.

“AN INCREDIBLY POWERFUL, POSITIVELY RIVETING
PERFORMANCE. WORTH RUNNING TO SEE!" - asc1v

On weekdsy and Saturday matinces. Paul Robeson will be plaved

RON RICHARDSON

APRIL 4-30
KENNEDY CENTER EISENHOWER THEATER

Tickets available at the Kennedy Center box office. Ticketroa, TICKETplace, or by phone through

INSTANT-CHARGE (202) 857-0900

Group Sales 634-7201

THE AFRO-AMERICAN

Information 294- %670

TTY (Teletypewriter ) 254- ¥900

Phyllis Hymen ond Ahmaed
Jomeal will be in concert at the

Kennedy Center Concert Hall
on Saturday, March 18 ot 8:30
p.m. Caoll the Kennedy Center
Box Office for more information.
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THE NIGHT LIFE

By Bonnile Matthews Butler rhinestone dress). Cooch Barl  more thon o “little polishing.” Ex-

As promised a couple of
columns back, we've been on the

"Happy Hour” trail and I'm
happy to report that last Friday
ot the Polladium on Liberty
Heights Ave., those responsible
are providing great “Happy
Hours” for the tipplers and the
nibblers.

The drinks were odequate and
the food was tasty and plentiful
but the quality of service could do
with a little more polishing.
benders agreed that “Happy
Hour” ot the Palladium is off and
running and if they improve on
the quality of service, it will be
the “in” place to hang after 5
p.m.

Spotted in the crowd were:
Stephanie Brown, Tessa Hill,
Sylvie Kyler (who looked
dynaomic in thot bloack and

Banks, Capital Auto Insuronce
prez Normen Watkins, Bill
Spencer, former councilmon
M' McFadden, Kron-
heim's Ray Speights, Tonl
Workman, Mile Flowers,
former delegote Nathaniel
Oaks, Senctor Larry Young,
Rev. Willie Ray, Lorenzo Simp-
son (who looks absolutely
gorgeous with the mixed gray
hair), Michaoe! Giles ond
Washington Green.

Downtown ot the Baltimore
Fishmarket, the goodies were
also’ good and plentiful. We
stopped by the club “Rooftops” to
chat with Tisha Campbell, stor

of new motion picture “Rooftops”
scheduled to open Friday (Morch

cept for my good friend John,
who is now behind one of the
bars there (ond in the future, I'll
maoke a point to bring my
business to him), they could use
the “whole shine.”

in all foirness, could be this

reporter just hoppened o be

” served on more than one

occasion by neophytes in the ser-
vice arena. Would suggest the

management offer a crash course
on courtesy before opening the
Polishing and shining will
move both establishments to the
top of my “must” lists of happy
spots. We'll let you know the
details in o future column.

..

OTHER HAPPENINGS: The

17). More on this ot a later date.  Sghinx Club on Pennsylvania

But back to the info about the  Ave. is reclly going all out for its
Fishmarket. The service ottitude members on o daily basis. On
of the servers, however, needs Sunday’s from 8 p.m. until | a.m.,

Dance Theatre of Harlem:
The excellence conTINuES

By Sherri Milner

At a time when the District has
been declared "“the murder
capital of the world” with drug-
related crime at an all-time high,
the ort world responds. Here in
the midst of turmoil, the Dance
Theater of Harlem has arrived for
their yearly sojourn at the Ken-
nedy Center — bringing o
soothing, if only temporary heal-
ing balm to the city's meon
streefs.

It hos been more thaon two
decodes since Arthur Mitchell
founded the troupe following the
nationwide bediom after the
assassination of civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Here | was on my way to Brazil "
said Mitchell, the first black prin-

cipol doncer with the New York,

City Baollet. “But after | heord

about Dr. King's death something
inside would not let me go.”

instead, Mitchell returned to
Harlem, and in the smoldering

hurt of its riots and despondency
following King's death, carved o

company — along with the laote
Karel Shook — which has not on-
ly established world class status,
but has served as o catalyst in the
forefont of ballet.

DTH also become an open door
for creative explosion and pro-
fessional opportunity in dance,
music ond related theater oc-
tivities.

“I simply would not buy the
idea that blocks were incaopable
of performing classical bollet
becaouse of body type and other
raciol stereotypes,” Mitchell soid.

Friday Plus, March 17, 1989

He odded that once this barrier
was crossed, choreographers
often barred blacks from ballet
companies because they wanted
o uniform look to their lines.

But for Mitchell, the solution
was simple — in his company it
would be taleht, and not looks
that were on the line. And the
sea of pale pink tights and
pointed shoes would soon be
changed to adequately reflect all
the various hues of the black
roce.

These days, DTH's professional
company consists of more than
tifty dancers from 15 states and
five foreign countries, most of
whom were trained through the
Theatre's rigorous school cur-
riculum which offers training to
potential doncers as early as the
age of three.

The Company performs thirty

entered the repertoire and cur-

rently approximately 50 are oc-
tively performed. These works
spaon choreographic styles from

ethnic, o Romontic, to jozz, o .

neo-classical.

Today, more than ever, Mit.
chell’'s determination and faith
may very well prove 1o be the
shot of optimism in the orm of on
ailing DC. This time, although
perhaps unbeknownst to them,
DTH is ot the forefront of a cry for
direction— artistically answering
to the caoll for peace.

In o series of premiere perfor-
monces and on engogement of

firsts, the Donce Theatre of
Horlem returns to the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts March 14 through March
26 in celebration of its Twentieth
Anniversary Season with five
new pieces to enthrall the eyes
of Washington.

The company — which
features an abundance of
hometown talent that includes
prima bollerina Virginia Johnson,
ond doncers Fabion Barnes and
Kellye Gordon— will premiere
“John Henry,” the first new baollet
Mitchell has choreographed in 13
yeaors.

Based on the legendory
Africon-American folk hero
whose muscles, heort aond

railroad steam drill,

Henry” is a stirring story symbolic
of o potentially strong in combat
with o potent force. Much to the
dismay of those who cheer for
the underdog. John Henry dies of
a heart attack immediately ofter

cloiming his victory.
“I think it will be o surprise fo

see the company dance in this
kind of jazzy thing.,” Mitchell
said. “And they're wonderful in
it. 's a good, fun ballet. The
dancers love it. They con let go.
| hope they don’t get corried
Set to gospel music, the piece
was conceived as o homaoage fo
Paul Robeson, o black actor ond
singer who sang “John Henry,"
the folk song. It wos created of
the request of Martin Segal, the
founder and chairman of the First

(Continued on Page 4)
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they are sponsoring live enter-
tainment with special guest
artists for only $2; on Tuesday’s,
their happy hour version featur-
ing, Social Security and Sociol
Services Nite with 2 for | drinks
ond free food ond the gome
“Win, Lose or Drink” being
played and on Fridays.Saturdays,
you'll find Bariene Reed with the
Chico Johnson Trio on tap.
You won't want to miss their

Jimmy's Place on Abbottson
St. is hosting a 5th Anniversory
celebration on Saturday, March
18 and Monday is their customer
appreciation nite free food, aond
a bowling tournament with

chompions invited o compete.
Tuesday is movie and balloon

night and Wednesday is spaghet-
i nite.

Finally, that's all | have room
for in this issue but I'd like o heor
from you. Tell me what's going
on for your “Night Life” fun. Drop
me a line at the AFRO or give me

a call, Or, if you see me ot one
of your favorite watering holes,
be sure fo say Hi. See you next

—
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