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T.V.’s Benson . . . new father

How the Lyons twins
engineer their own reality

By ilda M. Peters

Q. Please clear up for me the facts
on Sammy Davis, Jr.'s parents. | saw this
pretty lady on TV and she was being n-
terviewed as his mother

JERRY HYMAN
Baltimore, Md

A. Sammy Davis, Sr., a Wilm-
ington, N.C. native, had a 40-year
career in show business. When
Sammy, Jr. was born, Dec. 8, 1925,
his father was a dancer in Will
Mastin's Holiday of Dixie-land
Revue in New York. His mother,
Elvira “Baby” Sanchez, was a
chorus girl with the same traveling
show. :

Q. Please settle a bet. How old is
Tony Brown on “"Tony Brown's Jour-
nal’" on TV? | say he is a West Virginia
native and my friend says Detroit. What
is his real name’

D.A
St. Louis, Mo

11, 1933 in Charleston, W. Va. as
William Anthony Brown. He
graduated from Wayne State
University with a B.A. in 1959; and
a Master in Social Work, 1961.

Q. Is Benson on TV a new father’
When did he get married again and how
old is he’ | can’t spell his name. Is it hus
real name’

JMS
Washington, D.C.

A. You're writing about Robert
Guillaume of TV's “Benson™ fame.
He was born Robert Williams,
Nov. 30, 1927 in St. Louis. He and

ple wed in 1985. Daddy “Benson™
is 61 and has aduit children from

a previous marriage.

Q. My mother used to watch "Guiding
Light'" on TV and even when she was
deathly ill she insisted that the set be
wurned on. How long has this TV series
been on and who are some of the black
stars who have appeared’
ADDIE MURPHY
Baltimore, ™Md

A. “Guiding Light” started on TV
june 30, 1952, the first radio drama
to appear on TV and the only

™ former radio drama still on air to-

A. Yes, that was Jasmine Guy who
plays waitress in a coffee shop who
befriends a boy hiding out in a New
York City subway. The TV drama
“Rurfaway” aired on the PBS series
“Wonderworks,” Feb. 4, 1989. It
starred Charles Dutton of “Ma
Rainey's Blackbottom™ fame; Hat-

tie Winston and newcomer Gavin
Alien, as the boy.

Q. Does Philadeiphia have a black mayor
and a black police chief’ Who is he
please’
JIMMIE BLACK
Chicago, M.
A. Philadelphia has a black mayor
and a black police chief, Willie
Williams. The one-time Falrmount
Park guard rose through the ranks
of the Philadeiphia Police Depart-
ment during a 24-year career. He
took oath of office as the first black
to hold the position In

Philadelphia’s history, jJune 10,
1988.

Early on Mamie Lyons taught her twins, Vincent and Elliot, a very important lesson
Lile only gives you what you have the courage to demand. So they demanded excellence

And they got it, from themselves and from others. That's why they were able to graduate from a
small town high school in Wynne, Arkansas to a tull scholarship in engineering at Southern University, in
Baton Rouge, LA. It’s also why General Motors is paying for that scholarship and providing them with
challenging summer jobs through the GM internship program

Looking toward the future, General Motors has made a commitment to community development
It's the reason we invest in promising young people like Vincent and Elliot by establishing scholarships
at minority colleges and universities across the country. It’s also the reason why we have 12 3 billion
dollars in property damage insurance managed by minority insurance brokers

At General Motors we realize that standing behind the people who buy our Chevrolets, Pontiacs,

Oldsmobiles. Buicks, Cadillacs and
GMC Trucks i1s more than just a G M ?AE/NERAL TOTORS
€ never O['g(’[

corporate responsibility—it’s -

good business 2 " who's driving.
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