Eastside High was
a training ground for jail

Then Joe Clark took over.

Now the Kkids are
getting something
they never had.
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‘Fames’ weak TranslaTion

it was a great idea, o popular
vehicle which had been perform-
ed successfully in the motion pic-
tures, and as o television series,
would form the basis of o Brood-
way musicol.

But olas, in the transition,
something slipped. What
resulted was a feeble copy of the

original, with little innovative in-
put ingested into the stage
presentation.

These negative: aside, what is
happening on the stoge of the
Mechanic Theatre where “Fame:
The Musical” is playing through
March 19, is a collection of ex-

tremely talented young people

demonstrating a commitment to
the arts in great fashion..

The energy level is" immense,
matched with superb doancing
and singing. Defrdclors equated
the choreography as akin to the
ensemble dancing in “"West Side
Story,” and there are similarities.

One of the problems in this
musical, as it storts a long road
towards eventual Broodway stag-
ing, is that it is too long, and con-
toins o bit o0 many songs —
some of which do little to
advance the threadbare plotline.

Once you get adjusted to the

disrespect of one of the central
characters, Tyrone Jackson.

Ployed by Harold Perrineou,
Jr., Tyrone is the star dancer,
who is academically deficient
and initially defiantly resistant to
ony attempts to help him.

He dumps Carmen, another of
the principal characters — the
gorgeous looker, who goes
bad—an obligatory role for some
character in o play such as this.

Tyrone takes up with Iris, and
experienced ballerina, and on
and on the cycle goes, in o
predictable manner, embellish-
ed with myriad song and donce
numbers.

Some of the actors are superb.
We especially enjoyed the antics
of Monique Cintron as Carmen,
and Allen Hildalgo as Joe Vegos,
who carried o torch to the end for
Carmen

Surprisingly, the adult roles in
the production don’t quite
measure up. Ebony Jo-Ann as
Miss Sherman, the English
teacher, displays a strong gospel-
tinged voice, but her tough-
teacher portrayal isn't quite
believable.

As should be obvious, the play
needs work. We suspect by the
time the play doctors get
through, this rough jewel of o
play will be polished to
perfection

it is still on enjoyable evening
of theatre, and Baltimoreans

have a chance to view it in its in-
fancy, with the opportunity to
check out the results of the
smoothing out process later.
The music and donce are worth
checking out. For further infor-
mation: (301)625-1400 — MATT.

—All That Jazz |
(Continued from Page 5) _,
its regulor patrons — but when
you consider the alternative — in
our estimation, there is no
choice. (e
incidently, the next LBJS set is
March 19 when they will present
The Lou Donaldson Quartet
with Hermen Foster, piano; Jeff

Fuller, bass, and FPukushi
Tienakea, drums.

Should be a goodie.
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