This Week

Gershwin on Friday and Satur-
day, March 3 ond 4 ot the
Meyerhott Symphony Hall ot 8:15

p.m. Call 783-8000 for more
details.

And speaking of the
Symphony, two “tiny tots” con-
certs will be held on Saturday,
March 4ot 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
at the Meyerhoff Symphony Hall.
Call the number listed above for
turther information.

Expressions 9, the annual
party held to benefit the

Baltimore School for the Arts
will be held on Saturday, March

4 at 7:30 p.m. at the School. Call
396-1185 for turther details,

Traditional crafts of Alrica is
the focus of a special demonstro-
tion at The Walters Arts
Gellery on Saturday, March 4
from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Hair
designer Fana Smith Chisolm
will style traditional Africon
braoids and Hame Arsan will
fabricate  African-inspired
basketry. Call 547-9000 for
further information.

In conjunction with the crafts,
The Walters has African Body
Art: Selections from Regional
Collections on view ot the

Museum through April 16. Call
the number listed above for more

Storyteller Ed Stivender who

and improvisation fo entertain
Duke Ellington ond George the audience will perform at The

Top of the World's Weekly “Satur-

2 Leslie Drayton
day Stories at the Top” this Satur-
day, March 4 from | p.m. 10 3
p.m. Call 8374515 for more
information.

Jazz ortist Leslie Drayton will
perform at the Baltimore
Fishmarket's Club Eubie through
March 5. For more information
The Fishmarket's Entertainment
Hotline at 385-4949.

Julle Hall will perform ot
Blue Alley on March 7, 14 and

21 as the opening performer of
Blues Alley's new concept “A

Month of Tuesdays” which will
feature local talent for the whole
month of Tuesdays wunless

another booking overlaps. Coall
837-2288 for more details.

Julie Hall

V-103's V.I.P. Awards pro-
grom will be held on March 5 ot
Blues Alley from 2 p.m. 10 4
p.m. Call 653-2200 for more
information.

Willilam-John Tewdor ond
Assoclated Artists will perform
“Chapters Turned Every Which
Way” on Wednesday, March 8
through Saturday, March 11 ot
the UMBC Theatre ot 8 p.m. Coll
455-2936 for more information.
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|  Gospel superstors Marvin and
Vicki Winans ore set to stor in

Coming Soon

Washington, D.C.
Comedian Robert Townsend

will perform ot the Warmner
Theeatre on Friday, March 10 ot
8 p.m. Call 626-1050 for further
information.

Carmen McReoe will perform
at Blues Alley Thursday, March

16 through Sunday, March 19.
Call 337-4141 for more details.

Phyllis Hymen ond Ahmad
Jamal will be in concert at the

Kennedy Center Concert Hall
on Saturday, March 18 ot 8:30
p.m. Coll the Kennedy Center
Box Office for more information.

Ringling Brothers ond Bar-
num and Balley Clircus comes to

the D.C. Armory beginning

Tuvesday, March 21 through Mon-
day, April 3. Coll 544-7469 for

further information.

The New Brass Ensemble w/
appear in the Terrace Theatre
of the Kennedy Center on
Thursday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m.

tinuing through April 9, Arene

$tage will present the latest of
Som Shepord’'s dromatic works,

“A Lie of the Mind.” Call 488-3300
for turther details.

Auditions will be held on Fri-
day, March 3 at 1:30 p.m. for the
Cortificate Progream of the
Alvin Alley Dance Center of

the Duke Ellington School. Call
Denise Jefferson, director of the

Alvin Alley Americon Dance
Center at 212-997-1950 for more
information.

The Progream Iin Bleck
American Culture and Satur-
day After Noon is presenting
“The Historical Legoacy of
Madame C.J. Walker” with o
program related to the exhibition
“Fleld to Fectory: Afro.-
American Migration
1915-1940" on Saturday and
Sunday, March 4 and 5. For more
information of the films, discus-
sion, four, demonstration, and
jozz concert by Mary Lowu
Willioms, call 357-4176.

. " »

Toast and Strawberries is
presenting o Spring Fashion
Celebration ot Eugerthe's
Restaurant ond Lounge on
Wednesday, March 8 ot 6 p.m.
Call 2341212 for more
information.

Call 202-254-6470 for more
details.

John Eaton will ploy Fats
Waller favorites ot the No-
tional Museum of Natural
History’'s Baird Auditorium on
April 16. Call 202-357-3030 for
turther information.

Baltimore
Harold Melvin and the Blue

Notes, Jr. Walker and the
All Stars, The Drifters and J.
8. Brown of V-103 ore just
some of the stars scheduled
for the Pre-Easter Cabaret and
show scheduled for Saturday.
March 25 at the Gentlemen
Ten on Edmondson Avenve.

Call 301-728-8970 for further
details.

The Cystic Fibrosis

tion is hosting Maryland's first
bachelor and bachelorette

ouction fundraiser, “The Ex-
ecutive Revenue” in May. They
are still looking for people to
ouction. Call 301-771-9000 if

you are able to help.

301-549-9000 to register.

The Columbie Community
Players will hold open audi-
tions for “Little Foxes” by
Lillion Hellman on March 5 and
6 ot Slayton House ot the
Wilde Loke Village Center in
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THE NIGHT LIFE

Service is key
AT ‘Happy Hour’

By Bonnie Matthews Butier

Unless o0 monopoly exists, the
key to satistying the private sec-
tor is o employ o very simple,
tried ond tested mechanism
called — “GOOD SERVICE.”

From ftime in memoriaom,
civilized humans have responded
to courteous, warm welcomes of
service.

The point here is now that the
roce is on fo capture the un-

topped “Happy Hour” business,
night club impresarios looking for
their share of the business would
do well to stress service first.

Unfortunately, the “Happy
Hours” of the poast placed the em-
phasis on offering lower priced
drinks or more drinks for the
price of one!

The lowest drink imaginable is
not going fo aftroct a consistent
gathering in the absence of de-
cent service.

Two of the oldest Block-owned
membership clubs, The Tilghmon
Fomily’s Sphinx Club ond the
membership-owned Arch Social
Club come to mind as being of
the top of the list of niteries that
cater o the customer.

The above observations are
the result of a visit o Mortin's
Chaompagne Room last Friday to
see what all the “rig-a-ma-rol”
was about concerning their
newly-instituted “Happy Hour”
promotions.

It ron from 4 p.m. until 9 p.m.
ond they offered for the paliry
sum of $5, two excellent drinks
of your choice, succulent food (oll
you could eat), good dance and
grind music, clean, wholesome
surroundings and what mattered
most, the quality of service which
let you know your business waos
vaolved. The service waos
excellent!

Consider the foct that nearly
1,000 participants found their
way out to Patapsco Avenue and
bought their own drinks after the

first two, the investment was
minimal. And, the most im-
pressive aspect — GOOD SER.
VICE — was free!

As a Block woman (o double
minority fo some), | couldn’t help
but comploin to monagement
about the absence of any visible
Block help (including the D.J.),
except Michael Snowden who is

a night manager. | was assured
that upon my return, equal op-
portunity employment would be
highly visible. (May | suggest you
start with the D.J.7)

| con hardly wait o see this
economic distribution for of those
nearly 1,000 patrons observed
that night, ninety percent were
Block.

My hat's off to Alex Tarasco,
Lorry Cake and the omiable Poul
Corbe.

All is not lost, however. Start-
ing this Friday, (March 4), owr
own Palladium on Liberty Heights
Ave. will be offering their own
special “Happy Hour” celebro-
tion. Will be checking it out, and
the quality of service will be top-
ping my list.

it would appeoar that o city of
our size could afford “Happy
Hours” all over town that would
moke the customer happy no
matter the size or location of the
facility.

Emmy oword winner Bobby
McFerrin suggests “Don’t Worry,
Be Happy!” There's no reason not
to be happy ot o "Hoppy Hour”
that offers food and drinks oc-
companied by the best in service.

With the anticipated personnel
balance at Martin's, they should

continue to draw their happy
ones; but, this should only en-
courage others to also go for the
gold ond with good service,
garner their share of happiness.

Hove o happy, “Happy MHour”
aond perhaps we'll meet some Fri-
day at o watering hole where the
service is excellent!

Mico Robinson And Greg Thomas
AT HowaRrd InN’s ‘Joplins’

By Sherr|l Miiner
AFRO Steft Writer

The threat of a 10 inch snowtall
was not enough to keep Eastern
High School principal Ralph Neil
from celebrating his birthday last
week with o few good friends
and family, ond the musical dvo
of Mico Roberts ond Greg
Thomas ot the Howard Inn's
Joplins Restourant.
pee birthday.” crooned Roberts
ond Thomas in the reggoe-tinged
Stevie Wonder beat dedicated to
Neil

The duo’'s observation of the
“little things” the guests prefer,
coupled with their willingness to
entrance the audience in rip-

rousing fun hos made the
twosome a popular attraction ot
the District’'s Georgia Ave.
nightspot.

With o repertoire of top 40 hits,
have fun doing what they love
and they love watching the ou-
diences share thot fun with them.

“There are only two of us, but
we sound like a big band,” saoid
Thomas, o saxophonist ond
vocalist who brings with him o
wealth of experience from his
musical background thot includes
professional offiliations with
Bootsy’s Rubber Band, Parlio-
ment Funkadelic, the Gap Band,
and Stephanie Mills.

While no two sefs are ever
olike, the performaonces are
olwaoys complemented with
musicol improvisation and lyricol
ad libs. Roberts’ rich, alto expres-
sion blends with the folsettos and
bass growls Thomas hos
perfected to produce an electri-
tying fusion. The high wails of the
saxophone and the rapid scotting
they use add a bit of the extem-
poraneous. The two amuse the
spectators as they play with the
lyrics and enthrall them with an
emotional realism that brings the

songs fo life.

Although Thomas, who
describes himself as o “jazz-funk
artist,” hos been on the road for
years, he decided o come back
home to Maryland’'s Prince
George’'s County where he aond

Miko teamed up after singing
background with another locol
group.

“We developed our styles in-
dividually. There is o natural
chemistry between us. We don't
even need o whole lot of reher-
sal. | feel so comfortable perfor-
ming with him.” soid Roberts, o
vocolist, electronic drummer and
keyboardist who started her
musicol career playing in church
as a little girl in Amarillo, Texas.

Throughout the 14 years she has

spent in the District she has sung

back-up for Major Morris and
local recording ortists.

Although the group has per-
formed in Atlantic City and the
Baohamas and extensively in DC
and in Baltimore at favorite spots
like the Thirty-second Street
Plohza ond The Pavillion, they
are each looking to bigger and
brighter things ahead—solo acts
included.

Now beginninig their second
year af Joplin's — with its plush,
mauve carpeting, crisp linen and
crystal chandelier — Roberts and
Thomas continue to draw
customers from all over the
metropolitan area who relish the
elegont atmosphere. Patrons en-
joy o fonfore of New Orleans
style cuisine; thick steaks, stuff-
ed flounder, soul food, and mix-
ed drinks as they become an in-
tricote port of the Joplin's of-
mosphere that thrives on pleas-
ing its clientele.

Members of the oudience
laugh, apploud, dance and sing
along to original and familior
tunes like Bobby McFerrin’s
Grommy aword winner “Don’t
Worry, Be Happy.” golden oldie’s
like Donny Hathaway's “Someday
We'll All Be Free,” ond classics
such os Judy Garlond's
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow .~

“DC is not really an entertain-
ment fown. It's more of a blue-
collor government town. It's hard
to make it here,” said Thomas of
his attempt to make it big os o
solo act. “As long os I've been
listening to people | know what's
good. I've got some stuff that's
going o blow some of this other
stult thot's out here out of the
water! | cont walt.”

As the two prepare for future
success in the competitive music
business they keep abreast of the
changes in the industry. With
Tracy Chapmon's ond Bobby
McFerrin's songs proved fo be
winners ot the recent Grommy
Awards cermony, it is evident
that music with o messoge is
bock in vague, Roberts and
Thomas contend. Their favorites
are ballads ond jazzed-up rendi-
tions of old favorites.

They both agree the District is
the center of oafttraction for
domestic tourists ond conven-
tioneers, and they could enjoy
working the entertainment circuit
here and do well. However, the
lure of big-time stardom
beckons, but the sometimes
negative trappings do not. The
duo plans to maintain the eor-
thiness that has become the
trademaoark of their perfor.-
mances. “We are not info drugs
and we won't be,” said Roberts.
“It makes our partnership work
o lot better. We don’t have fo
worry obout sudden mood
changes or worry about whether
the other will be reliable.”

“What we have is unique,” she
continued. “l can’t put my finger
on it. We're adventurous, and we
feel ot home on the stage.”

The Saga In Song

Continues
My Funny Volentine
Ray's Rock House
God Bless The Child
You Maoke Me Feel Like
A Natural Womaon
H You Believe (The Wir)

Koderick | Bell
Musical Director

March 4,
2:00 & 7:30 p.m.

the musical "Don't Get God

Started” ot the Lyric Opere
House on Thursday, March 9.

This performance kicks off the
musicals 2nd national tour. Call
the Lyric for more information.

Kennedy Center
Terrace Theater

Tickets ore ovailable ot the
Kennedy Center box office also

Ticket Ploce or by phone through
instant-Charge 857-0900

Kennedy Box ONMice Info 294-3600
Matinee $25 50

Evening $28 50
Af “TOQUC UIC

The Walters Art Gallery is
hosting on adult
“Applique the African
Noy.";'n hands-on closs
T M" Joyce Scott on Satur-
Washington, D.C. day, March 4 from 1 10 3 p.m.
Begitning March 3 and con- iIn  the museum. <Coll
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MHour' at Martin's Champagne Room are: Columbia. Call 301.992.9634

Conigland, Myrtie Coniglend, Linda
, Gery o d. for turther information.

Assoclation is hosting its 9th

annuval Children’s Foir ot the
Timonium Feirgrounds Ex-
hibition Mell on Sundoay,
March 5 from 11 10 5 p.m. Call
J01-225-0052 for more
information.

The Children's Theatre
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