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Proposal 42 is a good
old-fashioned sucker punch

Proposal 42 is one of the most discussed and cussed
preces of NCAA legislation to come along in a long, long
time.

That's for good reason. It's a bad rule in general for
black athletes and in particular for black athletes at pre-
dominantly black schools.

Proposition 48, which made freshmen athletes with-
out a 2.0 grade point average and at least 700 on the SAT
or 15 on the ACT ineligible, was a blow below the belt
for black athletes. Afier all, it has been well documenited
that blacks score lower than whites on the college board
entrance exams. It has also been well documented that
the reason for that discrepancy is that those tests are
racially biased. .

Proposal 42 is an old fashioned sucker punch. It pro-
hibits freshmen who don't have the 2.0 GPA and the min-
imum SAT or ACT score, from receiving financial aid

Al least with Proposition 48, athletes were given a
chance. Even if they didn't qualify coming out of high
school, they could still receive a scholarship. Some argue
that losing a year eligibility is a stiff price 10 pay for that
chance. The price they pay under Proposal 42 is even
stiffer.

Athletes who don't qualify will have 10 pay their own
way as freshmen. With the rising cost of a college educa-
uon and grants and loans becoming increasingly difficult
0 obtain, that's no casy task.

The likely result will be that many talented athletes
who are marginal students will end up on the streets.

Proponents of Proposal 42 say it's a good rule, that it
sends a message o athletes that they must crack the
books if they want 10 play sports at the Division | level.

But what the NCAA has actually done is oversiep its
bounds. By tying an athlete's ability 10 get into college
based on a test score is going oo far. In reality, the
NCAA is now putting itself in the business of college

Most of the predominantly black schools in Division
I, the ones who will be affected by Proposal 42, were

an education) -- a scholarship, even though he or she
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Brown exudes an air of calm confidence when she's on the floor.

Kammy Brown has it all

Kammy Brown is an athletic artiste whose prima-
ry medium is a basketball court. When Brown goes 0
work, the result is usually a masterpiece.

On the floor, the Virginia State junior is in com-
plete control. There's nothing she can't accomplish on
the hardwood. She is arguably the CIAA's premier
female performer. '

With less than two weeks left in the regular sea-
son, Brown was the CIAA's No. 2 scorer (23.1 ppg)
and was No. 1 in sicals (4.4 a game).

Al 5-11, Brown is lithe and elegant. Waiching her
ply her wrade is a study of serenity and seemingly
effortless exertion. She scores with the smoothness of
a George “lce Man" Gervin; passes in showtime,
look-away fashion a la Magic Johnson; and plays the
daring one-on-one defense like Michael Cooper.

In the Trojanettés scheme, she is the shooting
guard. But she has all of the 1o00ls 10 play all five posi-
uons. She is that versatile and effective.

Brown, of Washington, D.C., is a prime reason
why VSU has become a factor in women's roundball.
She was a vital cog last scason when the Trojaneties
defeated Hampton (who later won the Division 11
nationals) in the CIAA wournament semi-finals and
claimed the conference title the following night.

And it's the same script this season. It was only
weeks ago that Virginia State beat Hampton 68-67 on
the Lady Pirates home court. That night, Brown
scored 20 points on nine of 15 shooting from the
ficld, and she grabbed nine rebounds and had four
stcals.

Against the highly wouted University of the Dis-
irict of Columbia, Brown was unsioppable. She
bruised the Lady Firebirds for 39 points, which tied
the school single game record, and VSU triumphed
91-83.

The victory over Hampton, though, was especial-
ly sweet for K.B.

"Beating Hampton was like winning a champi-
onship,” says Brown, a commercial arts major. "Since
we lost 10 them in the NCAAs last year, the whole
icam approached that game with revenge in mind.

"Our win against them in the CIAA ournament
semi-finals last year was the first time we had beaten
them during my college career. But then they beat us
in the nationals after we won our first round game
aganst ML, S.. Mary's. | don't know what happened 10
us that night. We could've beat them, but everybody

Please See Page 15

February 1989 - Page 3




