Black History Month oqn MPT

One of the things public televi-
sion does best is produce
fascinating documentaries, and
the presentations celebrating
Black History Month on Maryland
Public Television uphold that
tradition.

The historic “March: on
Washington for Jobs ond
Freedom” took place August 28,
1963. This monumental event is
ably chronicled in two 30-minute
documentaries to be telecast
Sunday, February 19.

At | p.m., “We Still Hove A
Dream.” which was produced by
Maryland Public Television,
features six Marylanders who
participated in the march.

It opens with State Senator
Troy Brolley on site ot the
Washington Lincoln Memorial,
walking up the wide expanses of
the steps leading to the statue,
where the speakers podium had
been located at the 1963 march.

Then, interspersed with ex-
cerpts from Rev. Martin Luther
King's “| have a dream” speech
are remembrances ond reflec-
tions of 5 other marchers.

Included is Ms. Frances Mur-

phy. publisher of the Washington

m. Jr., attorney.
Sen. Broiley pointed out some

of the little known facets of the
march, such as the active role of
Bayord Rustin who coordinated
the entire day’s octivities.

He also indicated the non-
political aspect of the event, in-
cluding the rejected of o request
by President Kennedy to address
the assemblage.

As an aside, Sen. Brailey soid
that the "Dream” speech was
strictly od lib. It was not a part of

his prepared text.

Ms. Murphy brought out the
sense of history that overwhelm-

ed the 200.000 marchers. As she
put it: “as Dr. King spoke, we
reporters forgot to take notes—

meeting places for the civil rights
movement.

Mrs. Stafford brought boack
memories of the disturbances in
the Eastern Shore city of Cam-
bridge, which was shown in news
clips of some of the events.

Rabbi Saltzman and John
Sweeney discussed the infer-
racial aspects of the march, and
what it all meant.

The concept of this documen-
tary is laudable, it really gets the
message ocross. It is, however,
a bit disconcerting when the at-
tempts to put movement in the
piece results in too many quick

cuts back and forth between the
speakers.

“We Still Have A Dream” real-
ly sets the stage for the presen-
tation which will follow at 1:30
p.m., “A Day to Remember.”

This will become the standord
depiction of that August 28 day,
with all of the preparations, the
gathering—the march itself—
and the assembling at the Lincoin
Memorial.

You hear some of the speeches
that thrilled the crowd, and the
entire production engenders o
“vou are there” sense that will
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have you caught up in the
activities.

The “march” is o story which
tells itself—watching it 26 years
later—still produces QoOOse-

pimples.
Monday, February 200t 9p.m.,

Maryland Public Television
presents “Chasing o Rainbow:
The Life of Josephine Baker.”
Josephine Baker who was from
$t. Lovis, MO, became o dancer
in the Folies Begere in Paris,
where she became fomous for o
“shake dance” in which her cos-

tume consisted mainly of
bananas

During World War Il, she was
one df the most active members
of the French Resistance
Underground. She odopted 12
multi-racial children, ond was
married four times.

This presentation is told in true
documentary style with the

—All Thar Jazz
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Donaldson Quartet, with Her-
man Foster, piano; Jeff Fuller,
baoss, and Fukushi Tivenoke,

drums.

April 16, it will be the Johnny
Griffin Quartet, with Michael
Welis, piono; Dennis irving,

bass, ond Kenny Washington,
drums.

Might point out that the prices
for the concerts has been
boosted just o wee bit. Should
come as no surprise, for LBJS has
been functioning on a shoestring
for lo these many months.

Actually, guess the general
public doesn’t reclize that the

Coppin State College focility
seats only 350, so even with a full

house, some of the concerts start
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There is onother show
presented by PBS “Art Blokey:
The Jazz Messenger,” which is
not scheduled to be shown on
MPT, but is avaoilable on the
Howard University station, Chan-
nel 32.

It will gir Sunday, Feb. 19 at 10
p.m. and graphically shows the
impact the Messengers have hod
on the jazz community, both here
ond abrooad.
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All of these progroms are
highly recommended, and should
be MUST viewing for young peo-

ple seeking to learn more about
their heritage.—MATT.

The Chaorlin Jazz Society is

presenting a special Black History
Month performance entitled “The
Giant Steps of John Coltrane.”

Featured will be James
Moody with an all-star

Washington rhythm section:

Chris Beattistone, trumpet.
Kelth Waters, piono; Kefter

drums.

Concert will be held beginning
ot 7:30 pm. in the Terrace
Theatre of the Kennedy Center.

Further information: (202)
331-9404.
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And, the jazz travel club, Jazz Series.

Expressways is hold o jozz

breakfast Saturday, February 25

in the upper lounge of the Five
Mile House.

It goes on from 10 a.m. to |

p.m., fetturing the music of Whit
Willlams and his Now's The Time
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