‘o has been doncing since

v .5t in lide is o make it on the
age, and, by most accounts, he
wollonhhwuy.

‘{e has recently been colled
' <k to oudition for a television
« ries and has on upcoming role
. O about Adam Clayton
4 MF;‘W# the late Horlem
v 2 slator.

v 2ms has been performing for
oo " of her young life. She ap-
» od in August Wilson's
‘ated play, “Joe Tumer's

ond Gone.” and wos

~1 'ty in Philodelphia filming o

and Found.”

Another 12.year-old, Eric
Coles, is looking forward 1o his
first television role in ABC's new

L

polish their performing skills as
members of he Kelsey E. Collie
Ploymakers Repertory Company,
which is recognized in the
nation’s capital as the premier
fraining ground for talented
black youngsters with theatrical
ambitions .

Founded in 1976, the repertory
company is an outgrowth of the
Howard University Children's
Theater Workshop, an annual
summer prograom that aottrocts

Saturday from 10 a.m. 1o 4 p.m.
in Howard's College of Fine Arts
which has produced the likes of
former “Fome” television star
Debbie Allen and Phylicia Rashod
of “The Cosby Show.”

While the summer theater has
open admissions, an audition is
required for odmission to the
select Playmakers group,
primarily composed of 34
talented youngsters from a varie-
ty of urban and suburban homes
in the Washington, D.C.
metropoliton area.

With kids like Robinson
Williams and Coles, who get call-
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of-town auditions, this company

of performers has goined o

reputation that keeps Kelsey E.
Collie, 0 Howard drame pro-
tessor, in touch with Hollywood

ond New York producers when

“Recently, Lyn Stalmaster, ¢
Hollywood casting director, was
looking for two little boys for ¢
movie and he colled us,” says
Collie, with o look of obvious
delight on his face.

“Right now, here in

Collie believes his kids ore suc-
cessful more often than not in

ouditions becouse of his com-
prehensive approoch to

theatrical training. “We teach

everything, not just acting. We
have courses in voice, dance, and

most importantly we train them
how to audition,” he emphasizes.

Toke doncer Eddie Robinson
for example. He never con-

‘sidered himself much of a singer
'but is now taking voice lessons

from one of several instructors

kids. In o profession where per-
formers are always looking for
that all-important edge, he
believes singing will give him an
added dimension when he is call-
ed to audition.

Ervin Willioms, who has hod

his doughter Kellie before the

bright lights since she was 4
yeors old, says that she ap-
proaoched Q

recent screen fest with con-
fidence becouse of her work with
Collie and the Playmakers.

“It's possible o Disney movie
could come out of this for her.”

Bahomas. They plan to
this year in Toronto.

Gwen Bethea, whose doughter
Leziee is 0 recent recruit 1o the

theatricaol group, “More than

Collie hod watched the 8-year-
old this past summer in his an-
that he never imagined “how she
would blossom.”

"Whnahocnlmhtomdﬂon.
she blew us away.” he recalls.
And, in spite of the fact that
Lezlee had had little formal train-
Ing in acting, doance or music, she
received the highest score of the
new inductees.

Collie believes that these some
techniques he teaches his
Ploymokers con improve the
learning ability of all children
“because children gain far more
from what they see than what

black

h 'm‘ mwl

man of science, in the film of his
life, “Benjomin Banneker: The
Man Who Loved the Stars.”

The story of the idealistic and
accomplished Banneker (1731 .
1806) will air for the first time on
The CNB Family Channel ot 8

Morgan State University, its con-
tent based on the book, “The Life
of Benjomin Banneker, " by Silvio
A. Bedini.

Benjomin Banneker, born a
free mon in 1731 in Maryland,
was a mathematician

Michael Jackson, said Hines. "MHe
would come on the stage without
background singers, or o light
show and smoke machines, e'c.
and just entertain by himself. He
con do everything. While | was in
owe of that, honed in on his abili-
ty fo tap becquse that was what
| did.”

In many ways, this film brings
Davis back to his earliest roots in

show business. "When we
discussed the project. Hines

said, Sommy wanted this part so
badly he said, “I don't have to
have my jewelry.” In foct, his
character Lil' Mo, looks a little
dingy. In addition to not wearing
gold in the film, Davis pulled his

Ossie Davis stars as Benjamin
Banneker, the first black man
of sclence, in '"Benjamin Ban-
neker: The Man Who Love the
Stars.”

hair back and tied a scarf around
his head.

According to Hines, the
age of tap is alread; here.

“I think for.so long we've
tap numbers in shows
choreographed by
choreographers who are not tag
dancers, but know a little basic
tap. And what they would do i
hire dancers who could do a lit-
tle bit of tap. Nowadays, people
are more open fo hiring tap
Choreographed by choreo-
graphers who are not tap
people who can really tap dance.
50 if we con develop a genera-
tion of dancers who can do jozz,
who can do ballet, and con tap
really well, | think we'll see some
tremendous choreography on

stfage.’

And if films starring Black oc-
fors come out with a positive
message like “Tap” has, we will
all be grateful. This is a film you
shouldn’'t miss.

astronomer and abolitionist, the
first black to receive a presiden-
tial appointment when he was
named to the Capital Commis-
sion. He prepared and published
almanacs for Maryland and sur-
rounding states and assisted in
the survey of Washington, D.C.

Ossie Davis portrays Banneker
in the film. “The film itself is ex-
ceptional . . . Banneker was o
remarkable, unique man in our
history and this fine film is o fit-
ting tribute to him,” wrote Lou
Robinson of PBS Critics’ Ploce.

Also airing on CBN will be the
music extravaganza, “Family
Reunion: A Gospel Music
Celebration.” at 8 p.m. easterr
Feb. 10. It stars Andrae Crouch.
Jenniter Holiday, the Com.-
modores, Janie Fricke, the Rev.
James Cleveland, Richie Havens
and many more in a two-hour
special tracing the roots of gospel
music and its influence on subse-
quent music styles.

An hour-long drama honoring
Martin Luther King, Jr., which
won the Peabody Award, will air

¢ The Boy King," the story of the

- civil rights leader as o child and

Q youth, will gir ot 9 p.m., Feb.
'l and 20.
This show stars Howard

Rollins, Jr. as “Daddy King,” Mar-
tin Luther King, Sr. Rollins’ credits
include the movies “A Soldier's
Story” and “Ragtime,” the current
television show “In the Heat of
the Nigh!” and numerous ‘other
films, TY shows and' thebtert
“The King.” was produced
as a made-for-TV drama by WSB-
IV of Atlanta and first was syn.
dicated in 1986, the first year that
0 special day honoring Martin
Luther King, Jr. was celebrated.

he received a citation for his oc.
complishments: the Harvey
Shapiro Award for Oustanding
Brass Player.

Al eighteen he n otten-
ding Julliord oand was soon
recognized as the school's most
impressive young trumpeter. He
::rformod as o pit musicion in

oadway's * Todd"
and played w’imlfooklyn
Philharmonia. That summer he
joined Art Blokey ond the Jozz
Messengers .

"Have you heard this kid trom
New Orleans?” the other players
would ask. “He con already play
all of Clifford Brown's stuff, and
if you don’t believe it then wait
until Blokey comes bock to
fown,” Wynton inspired quite o
bit of jozz talk ond wos soon
signed to Columbia Records.
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