ALL THAT JAZZ

Slnwolo:ﬁnbillwnhm wonted all her Baltimore-Wash-

Bob Matthews
Got a letter from Lady Rebec-
ca the other day, fo bring me up
1o date on her doings lately, and
am pleased to report that she is
nlllboud:;'?lw.mddo-

ing quite , thank yow.
n'lm:lud.dlnlnrhthtwomﬂ
of press clippings, which indicate
she is riding high over there. She
was o bit hit ot the Zok Jozz88
festival held in Jaokarto,

Indonesio.

ty Alexander, omong other
notables, and was hailed os o
blues and jazz queen. Incidently,
over there she is known os
Rebecca Lily.

No word on when she will be

and O’'Donel Levy will be cutting
on olbum over there, plus she
has mode contacts to four In

Her .|0"0l' indicated she
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ington triends to know she is do-
ing well. if you want to drop her
a line, the address is -50-02 Inter-
national Plaza, 10 Anson Rd.,

DON BARON
“Young, Gifted And Black”
(Uni)

Here's the debut album trom o
young rapper, writer and pro-
ducer from New Rochelle.

Don Baron, whose parents
emigrated from Kingston,
Jomoica in the early 1960's,

begon working in the reggoe
field in 1980. This album is o
prime example of the “hip-hop
reggoe fusion” that is gaining
popularity on the New York rap
scene.

“Funky Reggoe.,” "D.J.
itators” and the title trock
some of the “deffest” mixin’ and
cuttin’ around, and should please
many a hip-hop fan.

Im-

Mclean oand a myriad of others.

For the last few years, he hos
been touring with his own
quartet ‘os well as lecturing ond
participating in jazz workshops
all across the country.

His is a melodic guitar sound,
that that's the nome
of the gome. Further informo-
tion: (301)385-4949.

The Maryland Historical Socie-
ty will present a tribute to drum-
mer Chick Webb February 4 and
5 at the society’s auditorium, 201
W. Monument 5t.

it is entitled “Chick Webb,
From Baltimore” which was writ-
ten ond directed by Gordon
Parks, ond stars vocalists Bren-

Excitement is building for the
upcoming concert of the Central
Pennsylvania Friends of Jaxz,

who will present the Kenny Bar-
ron Quintet on Feb. 12,

With Kenny will be Rufus
Reld. bass;: Victor Lewlis,
drums; John Stubblefield.
tenor sax, and Dr. Eddie
Henderson, trumpet.

i will be held at the usual
place, the Sheraton Horrisburg
East, locoted off Exit 29 of 1-83.
Concert begins at 5 p.m., and will
be preceded by the Lebanon
Valley College Jazz Bond.

As we reported earlier, Ruth
Binsky will be running a bus to
this one from Baltimore. For
those callers who have asked for
more details, information is
available ot 542-2000.

For future reference, PBS will

be presenting a one-hour special
highlighting “Art Blokey: The
Jazz Messenger” on Sunday,
February 19..

Just received the information,
so have not yet checked out
when the program will be aired

in Baltimore and Washington—

we'll let you know, and hopetul-
ly. we can get a chance fo

preview it for you—as they soay,
stay tuned, film ot 11.

‘Lend me A TenoR’: full of belly laugh

One of the things expected
when attending legitimate
theatre is 10 be entertained. At
least, this is the aim of o majori-
ty of the audiences.

the belly-lough variety, but ot
least some lighthearted chuckles.

So it was that we attended
press night for the current pro-
duction at the Morris Mechanic
Theatre with the unlikely title of
“Lend Me A Tenor.”

Imagine our surprise when it
turned out to be one of the fun-
niest plays we've seen in mony o
yeor—a real throwback to the
doys when the description

“farce” meont slapstick, broad
comedic schtick and such like.
The play is set in 1934 in
Cleveland, where o charity gala
opera presentation is scheduled
with a world renown ftenor, i
Stupendo, heading up the coast.
The entire oction takes place

Nick Nolte

¢

on a delightful rendition of an ort
deco hotel suvite, where the
transpaorent and totally predic-
table plot unfolds.

The mistaken identity bit, the
double-takes, pratfalls and mug-
ging, somehow reminiscent of
the Marx Brothers and Abbott
aond Costello vehiclgs—are the
order of the production.

Results, belly laughs—the fall
out on the Hoor kind. This is due

to superb performances by the
entire cast with the work of Philip
Bosco as the blustering im-
presario, Tovah Feldshuh os
Maria, wife of Il Stupendo;
Victor Garber as Max, gofer
and wouldbe opero singer and
Ron Holgate as Tito Merelli,
known to his fans as Il Stupendo.
The plot revolves around the
sudden iliness of the lead tenor.
and plans to substitute for him
with Max the gofer, with opero

groupies supplying the romantic
inferest.

Martin Short
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They rob banks.
She steals hearts.

All the ingredients for a stan-
dord production are there—aond
they coalesce beautifuliy.

Although the underlying theme
concerns operatic performance,
rest assured that non opera buffs
will not be turned off—in foct,
the small bits sung turn out to be

thoroughly delightful.

The one scenein which |
Stupendo shows Max how to pro-
ject o performance, ending up in
o dvet presentation, is a sheer
delight, with these two principals
displaying odequaote vocal
expression.

If you gather that we
thoroughly enjoyed the play, you
are correct, and the reaction of
the oudience in attendance con-
tirms the play's appeal to
everyone.

The play will be at the
Mechanic Theatre through Sun-

day, February 12. It should not be
missed. It is heaoded to Broadway

from here.

For further information call,
(301) 625-1400—MATT.
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The Big Band Classic

Harry James Orchestra

Tuesday, February 7, 8 pm, Wednesda y, February 8, 8 pm

Réturn to the Big Band Era with
the Harry James Orchestra fea.
lurmﬁ Connie Haines, Art Lund

and t

e sin ing
Lancers. The

oup, The
v Il recreate that

Limeless sound that can still
setl your feet tapping!

Tickets from $11 to $19, boxes $25

Joseph Meyerhoff Sym y Hall

Phone Charge

+ TR3 -8

Group rates available: 783-8B088

AL FREEMAN. Jr

IHERESA MERRITI

| a8

' recording in the mid-Thirties and
had such hits as “i | Didn’t Care.”

— The Rolling Stones, one of
the greatest rock and roll bands
of the “rock era” who gove
listeners plenty of “Satisfaction.”

— The Tempiations, whose
recordings of “The Way You Do
The Things You Do.” “My Girl."”
and “Papa Was A Rolling Stone”

LEX MONSON IHRAZANA BEVERLEY
MARGARET BELL

Jirectead by WUOODIE KING. Ji

Music Notes

for lovers of oldies but
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compilations. There's “Classic
Rock.” "Hit Singles,” “The Golden
MGMM."“W
Moments In Jazz,” all avaoilable
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