This Weekend

e

Sexmen Grover Washington,

Jr. performs at Blues Alley,

1073 Wisconsin Ave., N.W. through Sunday, Janvary 22.
Call 202-337-4141 for show times and reservations.

“Shaodes of Grey,” o one-oct
play written by former AFRO
reporter Arthur J. Johnson. ond
“Legocy” will premiere starting
Jonwary 19 ond run through
February 13.

The play is directed by &

aond performed by

the Players.
Tickets are $10. For more infor-
mation call 291-8060 or 723-4009.
Arthel "Doc” Watson, o
legend in the world of folk ond

WPAS

February 5, 1989 ot 8:30 p.m.
Kennedy Center Concert Hall

Three sensational gospel greats who have inspered
uphfied. and motivated mithons

arring

Richard
Smallwood Singers

music, will perform at
The Barns of Wolf Trap on Thurs-

day, Jonvory 19 ot 8 p.m.
Tickets are $14. Call

703-938-2404 for more

on Tuesdoy, Janvary 24 ot 8 p.m.
He will perform an all-

Beethoven program along with
the Orchestra of §t. Luke's with
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Soulful singer/songwriter BIll
Withers will display his vocol
talents ot  Blues Alley,
Washington, D.C. beginning
Thursday, January 26 through
Sunday, Jonuvary 29. Call
for more information. |

The Baltimore Orioles 2nd an-
nual Winter Caornival will be held
at the Omni Inner Harbor Hotel
on Saturday, Jonvary 28 from 11
a.m. until 5 p.m.

Included in the octivities are o
roundtable discussion with
Orioles Manager Frank Robin-
son ond V.P. Baseball Opero-
tions Roland MHemond olong
with other local baseboll experts;
o variety of bolipark foods os
well as jugglers, face painters
and the Orioles Bird.

Tickets are $5 for adults ond $3
for children under 12. For more

‘information coll 481-6000.

The Inner Harbor ice Rink will
spogsor “Learn to Skote with
Skipjocks” — o free skating
lesson ond hints from the
Baeltimore Skipjacks hockey
team and their mascot, Lack the
Jock on Tuesday, Jonuary 3
from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. Admis-
sion o the ice Rink is $7 ond §)
from noon until 2 p.m. Skate ren-
tal is $1.25. Coll 7528632 for

other events scheduled ot the
rink.

The Richard Smallwood
Sisters ond Tromeine Hawkins

will headline the Sunday Gospel
Showcase scheduled for February

S ot 5:30 p.m. ot the Kennedy
Center Concert Hall. Tickets are
$13-$17.50. Call 202-393-3600 for

Bill Withers
o moke reservotions call

pany of New York will perform
two concerts of the Publick

Playhouse on February 10 and 11.
The concerts begin at 8 p.m. The
playhouse is located in Hyotts-
ville, Md. Tickets are $15 for
aduits and $13 for students and
senior citizens. Call 301-277-1710
to charge tickets.

Blues artist Ta| Mahal will per-
form at The Barns of Wolf Trap on

Thursday, Jonuary 26 ot 8 p.m.
Tickets are $12 ond con be

charged by calling 202-432-0200.

The musical "$¢. Lowls
Women"” will be performed ot
Northwestern Senior High
School, 6900 Park Heights Ave.

, 4, 10, ond 11,

And speaking of Goucher Col-
lege, they will be hosting Ren-

R&B ArTists feaTtured during INAUGURAL ACTIVITIES

Billy Preston Bo Diddley, KoKo

Taylor and Ruth Brown are just

some of the dynamic talent
scheduled to perform ot the In-
ougural festivities of President-
elect George Bush in the
“Celebration  for  Young
Americans” on Saturday, Jonuory
20 ot 8:30 p.m. The festivities will
be held at the Washington Con-
vention Center and will feature
an extroordinary line-up of
rhythm ond blues musicians.

The line-up also includes Joe
Cocker, Ron Woods of the Rolling
Stones, Dr. John, Chuck Jockson,
Albert Collins, Joe Lovis Walker
and Willie Dixon.

The event will feature o speciol
tribute to Sam Moore of Sam ond
Dave Fame; Eddie Floyd and Per-
cy Sledge.

A superstor stage has been
assembled featuring Donald
“Duck” Dunn of Booker T. and the
X.M.G.'s Steve “The Colonel:
Cropper, the Jersey Horns and
Anton Fig, drummer for “Late
Night with David Lettermon.”

You're not familior with some
of these artists, you say? Well,
here's some information about
these talented people that show
you why they deserve to be
spotlighted at the most important
political event of the yeor.

Billy Preston

Billy Preston was born in
Houston, Texas, and now resides
on a ranch in Southern California
that includes a recording studio
and where he roises quorter
horses.

At on eorly age, Billy haod
toured with Little Richard's bond
Sam Cooke ond in 1962 met and
performed with the Beatles.
"George Hoarrison and | gof
friendly ‘way back then, Billy
recalls. “He asked me 1o sit in
with the group, but | had to
refuse.”

Billy was then booked os o
regular performer on the “Shin.
dig"” series, while working “Shin-
dig.” Billy got his first opportuni
ty to work with lohg-time idol,
Ray Charles

“When | was in high school, I'd

go to his house and stond

outside, listening to him ploy.
One day | octually met him . . .
didnt know what o say . . . |

blabbered something about lov-

ing his music so much thot | had

a bond ‘Billy and his Bill-ettes’.

That was the last | saw of him for

a while.”

When Charles was signed to
perform on “Shindig,” he chose

not to attend rehearsals, Billy sot
in for Ray during a run-through,
and the next day Billy was invited
to o Ray Charles recording
session

“That had been my dream - just
to be in the same room with him”
ond Billy was seated on the organ
opposite Charles’ piono, o posi-
tion he would occupy for the next

records (from the Crying Time
album on, and including his klike
“Let's Go Get Stoned.” “In The
Heat of the Night,” “Yesterday”
and “Eleanor Rigby”).

While in Europe on o Ray
Charles tour. Billy was spotted on
stage by George Horrison, who
promptly invited Preston to drop
by the newly-formed Apple
headquarters.

in short order, Billy por-
ticipated in the “Let It Be” film
and album sessions, cut his own
first (of two) album sessions for
Apple Records, and become
strongly identified as the nearest
thing to o genuine fifth Beatle.

Preston’s impressions at Apple
woas immediate and strong. His
solo wos “"Get Back's” stronges!
hook, and Billy's own Apple
single, “That's The Way God
Plonned It”, become o worldwide
hit. Later, Bily performed the

song at the historic Banglo Desh.

Soon after, Billy recorded his
tirst album for ABM entitled "
Wrote o Simple Song featuring
arrangements and production by
Quincy Jones, and sidemen like
David T. Walker and George
Harrison. From i came Billy's
smash instrumental ""Outa-
Spoce.” which reoched #! on
Billboard’s pop singles chart and
won a Grammy.

The hits kept on coming: “Will
It Go Round in Circles;” “Spoace
Roce,” “Nothing From Nothing';”
ond “You Are So Beoutiful” which
olso revived Joe Crocker's career
ond itself become o stondard.

Through the management
team of Suzanne De Passe ond
Tony Jones, Billy come to
Motown Records. His first project
included the smash duet with
Syreeta, “With You I'm Born
Again, which became an interno-
tional hit.

Billy has begun serious octing

three years, in concert and on  well as contributed to the vocals.
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8o Diddley (center) is surrounded by the late Roy Orbison (left)
and Carl Perkins as they celebrated their induction into the
Rock and Roll Haell of Fame that was held last year.

lessons fulfilling o dream thot
hod been born well before his
oge's earlier role as the young
W.C. Hondy in "Saint Louis
Blues.” His other film work in-
cludes “Let It Be” “Bangla Desh”
ond the role in "“Sgt. Pepper's
Lonely Hearts Club Band.”

Billy Preston was last seen on
television as the musical director
for the lote night show starring
David Brenner.

KOKO TAYLOR

KoKo Taylor's singing coreer
begon with a church choir in
Memphis, Tennessee, her
birthploce. She moved to Chicogo
at eighteen and her powerful
voice quickly won over the blues
oudience.

She was soon in  constont
demand to perform with
established stars of the time like
Junior Wells, Buddy Guy, Muddy
Waters and Howling Woll, to
nome o few

Produced by her greatest fan
Willie Dixon, KoKo cut “Whaot
Kind of Man is This” and “| Got
What It Tokes,” both huge hits

In 1965, she scored hers
greatest hit “Wang Dang Doo-
dle.” a million-selling record. The
tune netted her o tour of Europe
and the start of an international
reputation as Chicago's hardest
driving female singer

After years of singing in front
of big nome blues bonds, KoKo
Taylor formed her own band, The
Blues Machine, in 1972 and the
group has been performing ever
since

Bo Diddley

Bo Diddley was born Ellos
Bates in Mississippi. As o child,
he and his adopted fofmily, the
McDaniels, moved to the south
side of Chicago, where he begon
studying violin and absorbing the
Blues sound

In his early teens he switched
to the guitar and regularly ployed
on Chicago's Maxwell Street. He
picked up his nicknome while
training to be o Golden Gloves
boxer — o “bo diddley” being o
one-stringed Alricon guitar
but soon music won oul over

fighting.

Alter several years of perfor.
ming on street! corners, he played
the 708 Club in 1951 and became
a regular South Side performer.

in the mid-fitties, Bo Diddley

was signed to the Checker label
ond soon after he played on
several recordings by Chuck
Berry, including “Memphis.” and
“Sweet Little Rock 'n’ Roller.”

His first single “Bo Diddley.”
was on immediate R&B success,
and subsequent hits “I'm o Man,”
and “Who Do You Love.” have
become RE&B classics.

in recent years, Bo Diddley hos
remained a major presence in
rock ond REB, touring the U.S
ond the world with many of his
proteges, and contributing to the
soundtracks of “La Bamba” and
“The Color of Money

EDDIE FLOYD

Eddie Floyd was one of the
distinguished artists involved in
the development of the Memphis
“Soulville” sound. Backed by Stax
Records’ innovative house band
“Booker T and The MGy’ he
wrote and recorded several
classic R & B hits, including
“Knock On Wood,” which become
a 60's soul anthem.

Born in Alabama, Floyd moved
to Detroit in his teens. At twenty-
one, he helped found the gospel
group The Falcons and he stayed
with them as they evolved into o
soul group. When he left, he wos
reploced by another soon-to-be-
Memphis artist, Wilson Pickett.

“Knock On Wood,” recorded in
1966, was his first record for
Stax, ond it beesme 0 crossover
hit on both sides of the Atlantic
Later hits included “Raise Your
Hand,” “I've Never Found A Girl,"
ond “Bring It On Home To Me."

In recent years, Eddie has been
touring internationally, and his
new album, “Flashback,” has just
been released.

PERCY SLEDGE

With the hit song “When A Man

Loves A Woman,” Percy Sledge

(Continued on Page 5)
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