By Carl Matthews

TONE LOC
“Wild Thing"' (Delicious Vinyl)

Coming correct in '89: Delicious
Vinyl, an independent tos
Angeles-based label founded by
local DJs Michoel Ross and Maott
Dike in August 1987, is gaining o
reputation among rop music
critics as a tasty new force on the
street music scene. And with or-

tists like Young MC and Tone Loc

on the roster, they may just suc-
ceed in changing the minds of
some of those New York rappers
who like to bad-mouth the LA,
rap scene.

Tone Loc was the first artist
signed to Delicious, which
recently signed o distribution
deal with Islond Records. Tone
Loc (Tony Smith) says he got the
name “Ton® Loc” because “| used
to do a lot of crazy things, most-
ly fightin'. Loc is short for loco,
which means crozy.”

His first single, “| Got It Goin'’
On” was o top 10 hit on several
L.A. stations in 1988,

“Wild Thing” (not the old

Troggs hit), with its pumping

TONE LOC

beat, familiar guitar ritf sample,
and o norrative with o sense of
humor, has got the right hooks to
take it to the upper regions of the
national pop charts (where J.J.
Faod's “Supersonic” was lost
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year). Nothing radically different
from the norm here.

This single is for from whaot |
would call o “masterpiece,” but
odequate for the current rap

music market.

LOOKING BACK ON 'S8

Well, it's that time again. 1988
is now history ond we are info
1989. So, once again, | thought |
might take o quick look bock ot
the music of the year gone by.

Everybody's got their own per-
sonal list of their favorite singles
and albums of 1988. If you'd like
to share yours with us, feel free
to drop us a line.

it's always o little difficult to
pick just ten favorites out of the
hundreds of discs I've heord dur-
ing the previous 365-day period.
as I've probably said before.
Well, how about if | mention ten
albums | listened to more than
some others during 1988:

— Characters, Stevie
Wonder. A great-sounding
album on CD, but alas didn’t sell
nearly as well as “Songs In The
Key Of Life.”

—  Traveling Wilburys,
Volume One, Traveling
Wilburys. Dylan, Harrison,
Lynne, Petty and Orbison, what
o combination. Roy will be sadly
missed.

— On The Strength, Grand-
master Flash And The Fur-
lous Five. Their single “Gold”
borely dented the chorts, but it
was o for more exciting rap
record than J.). Fod's loame
‘Supersonic.”

— Clowd Nine, George Har-
rison. With the number one
single "Got My Mind Set On

You,"” this ranks among George's
finest.

— Less Than Zero, Sound-
track. This one included some
Shade Of Winter.”

— Lovesexy, Prince. This
album's biggest flaw is the cover.

— .And Justice For A,
Metallica. A million copies sold
in 0 week... without airplay!
Heavy metal with real kick!

— Hazel's Wreath, Tiny
Lights. Sure, Tracy Chapman
wos the biggest acoustic folk
news of ‘88, but this group waos
prefty good, foo.

— Truth And Sowl, Fish
bone. Never a dull moment.

— Simple Pleasures, Bobby
McFerrin. You con’t get much
simpler than “Don’t Worry, Be

Happy.”

ENTERTAINMENT SHOWCASE — Actor Blair Underwood,
star of the award-winning TV series "L.A. Law.," sur.
prised mony with his velvety-smooth singing voice, as he
was joined by songstress Melba Moore in a light Jiearted
duet of “Everything Old Is New Ageain.” at the 1988
American Black Achievement Awards (ABAA).
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@ invite you fo participate in Afro-Americon
Studies at the Resident Associate Program.
Join us in the exciting events highlighted
below and watch for future monthly ads of upcom-

ing events celebrating our rich American
Whmml%hgﬂkﬁbﬂww
with this od to register for the progroms.

LITERATURE AND HISTORY
FEBRUARY

'Deite Sigme Thete and the Chellenge of the Black
Sorority Movement’' — This intriguing lecture will focus
on the efforts of author Paulo Giddings whose book pro-
vides o historical occount of the formation. mission ond
contributions of Delto Sigmo Theta, the lorgest Black sorori-
ty in America. A reception and book signing courtesy of
Smithsonion Museum Shops follows the lecture Copies of
the book will be ovoilable for sale ot thot time

(cnde: 653.402) Wed., Fob. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Hirshhorn Musewn ond kulpture Garden A uditonlum

Mombers  §7.30. Nonmembers $10

. “Uteruture of the Amecicon South: A Quest tor lden

— In 1971, H.L. Menchen mocked the American South

it o Soharo of the arts. Yet the intervening yeors

hove witnessed o wonderful flowering of southern writers

individual works. lectures and discussions

focus on the writer's lives particularly their sense of

themselves as southerners ond on the southern sociol ex
perience reflected in their works.

Feb. 8 — Richard Wright, “Black Boy: Growing Up Black
in o Rocist Culture”™
Feb 15 — Zoro Nedale Hurston, “Their Eyes Were Watching

God: identity ond Independence
foodet 354.5017) Wed., Feb. 8 4 15, 5200 p.m.

WMAR-TV 2 AnNOUNCES WINNERS oOf
Comperition for black writers

WMAR-TV 2 and the Arenc
Players announce the winners of
the Seventh Annual Droma Com-
petition for black playwrights.

First plaoce and $1,000 is aword-
ed 1o Deborah A. Scott for “No
Haoll-Stepping.” Ms. Scott's play
was chosen for top honors by o
panel of independent judges. The
selection was made from neorly
50 plays that were entered in the
competition.

The winning playwright, o
Housing and Student Services
Coordinator for the Johns
Hopkins Medical Institutions, is o
groduate of the University of
Maryland, Eastern Shore. She is

MM

a resident of Joppatowne,
Maryland.

The hour-long production of
“‘No Half-Stepping” will air on
Chonnel! 2 in February, during
Plock History Month. WMAR-TV 2
is producing the play ot its
studios in association with the
Arena Players, and as part of Ms.
Scott’s prize, she will assist in the
production.

Second place in the competi-
tion and $500 goes to Vickey
Sounders of Washington, D.C. for
writing “Mixed.” Ms. Saunders is
o Public AHairs Specialist in the
Office of Communications, D.C.
Department of Recreation, ond
holds o Master of Fine Arts

Degree from the University of
Southern California.
Third place and $250 is aword-

ed to Emma S. Graves of
Baltimore for “A Family of
Southern Secrets.” Ms. Graves is
on employee for the Baltimore
City Department of Social Ser-
vices and is o groduate of ART
State University in Greensboro,
North Carolina.

All entrants will be invited to
join the three winners ot o
special preview reception of
Arena Playhouse in Februory.
Sponsors of WMAR-TV 2's Dramo
Competition include: McDonald's
Family Restourants, Fox
Chevrolet, and Super Pride

Markets.
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PERFORMING ARTS
FEBRUARY

“Struight from Broedway: Ruth Brown!’’ — There is o
legend in rhythm-and-blues circles thot when they slap-
ped her bottom after she wos born, Ruth Brown burst into
o chorus of “Mama He Treots Your Daughter Mean .~ In one

starring in the Broadway production ond Blue ond
hosts the “Marlem Mt Parode.” rodic series
documenting the history of Black populor music in Americo
She is also the subject of 0 new documentory . That Rhythm

Fredericksburg-bosed

ond Earlene Lewis ploy and sing the blues drowing trom
o rich repertoire that includes songs by Fats Waller, Ray
Charles, Otis Redding and Tina Turmer . Ticket price includes
one champogne brunch ot 10:00 a.m. or 12 noon.

(code: 933-604) Sun., Feb. 24, 11:00 a.m.

DENT ASSOCIATE PROGRAM

FAMILY AND _
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS

FEBRUARY

“"Meet the Author: Holse Greenfleld” i1 this enchon
ting speciol prograom Ms Geeentield reads selections from
her newtly published books Matheniel Telking ond Under
the Sundey Tree, which she highlights with colortul slides
ond invites audience porticipation as she reads from old
favorites. Aherwords ot o reception, Ms. Greentield
autographs books that porticipants may purchase ot the
progrom.

(code: 753-391) Wed., Feb. 15, 7:00 p.m. (Ages 6 and
“MM.MﬁM*
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“From Anansl to Anancy” — Ofen o trickster ond o
scoundrel but sometimes o hero, Anansi the spider is o
tovorite character in African folktales. Carried by Africon
people 1o the Coribbean. Anansi became Anancy and con
tinved his sly ways in tales there Storyteller Lowando Ran
doll spine 0 web of stories celebrating the tricks ond

triumphs of this foscinating charocter

Fab. 4, 11, 4 18, 1100 and 200 p..
For tickets and intormetion cell the Discovery Theater
(202) 357.1500.

Childron 12 and under — 33; Aduits — 33.9%

FOR INFORMATION CALL (202) 786-2345 or (202) 357-3036
it

: ACTIVITIES APPLICATION

I [ YES, | wish to attend the octivities listed below
- L) Send me o FREE Associate newsletter & membership information
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[ ) Enclosed is o check payable to Smithsonian Institution RAP
m L] Charge 10 my credit card: L) VISA L) Master Cord
e e

MAK TO: WAP, DEPY, 0405, Washingion, D C. J00750000
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