SmooTth as silk:

Balladeer Freddie Jackson scoffs AT sexy image

By Darryl Elwood Owens
When you're known as “silk”

you know you're one smooth
customer.

But, while Freddie Jackson, the
satin-smooth voiced ballodeer
whose sweet whisperings of love
ond passion moke many o
damsel! swoon, carries this
moniker, he says he doesn't
necessarily attempt to project a
sexy image.

“It's a matter of what you hear
and how you apply it to yourself,”
Jackson said. “Of course, | feel
what (the passion) I'm singing.
Everyone likes to be loved, but |
don’t pump iron or try to grease
myself up before a performance.
It's not that important. I'm selling
my voice."

And sell it he has.

Since his debut in 1985 with the
platinum “Rock Me Tonight,” he

has consistently peppered the
charts with hits,

“Rock Me Tonight” was a fix-
ture on the soul charts for 16
straight weeks and the title song
remained cemented at -1 for six
weeks = the fongest run for o
new artist in eight years. “You
Are My Lady” repeated the feot.

His next album, the prophetic
“Just Like the First Time,” earn-
ed multi-platinum status, remain-
ing entrenched at -1 on the Black
Album chart for 26 weeks. It
spawned such hits as “Tasty
Love,” “| Don't Want to Lose Your
Love,” and “Look Around.”

With such explosive success,
the music world took notice and
Jockson scrawled his name on
the list of top artists.

“I really had no idea when
‘Rock Me Tonight’ came out that
it would be so successful,” he

said. “The number ones just kept
coming.”

The musical alchemist aot-
tributed his success formula to
his sensual material.

“"Any success that I've had is

because of the continuity in my

style of singing,” Jackson said.
“That is, the beoutiful ballads
which Paul Lawrence gets for me.
I've been lucky to get my hands
on great material which helps me
maintain the early success that
I've had.”

“I find trying not to change my
style, trying to be consistent
works. | like singing about peo-
ple being in love.”

“People who aren't in love like
to imagine they're in love. | like
to feel that way when | listen to
other people’'s music... like I'm

getting something from it,” he
added.

Jackson, who calls himself o
ballodeer in the classic mold,
while maintaining he's not ot-

tempting to gain sex symbol

. -

status acknowledged he enjoys
observing the effect his sensual-

ly expressive voice has on his
audience.

Freddie Jackson
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