Black College Sports Review

MEAC

8. The 6-3, 215 wide receiver G ough only
passes last year, but five were for scores een
the junior's 29 career receptions have resu N in 10K
downs. He has also averaged 26 yards a catch witigimle, coliegiale ggtensive . 4
Howard. A majorfack agtler's defosive scheme 15

With Reed gone, the running dugigs will b ENEERICKIng Eame ftighn Wil-
assumed by Fred Killings, a 5-9, 180; jumor ,_ﬁg.' ’ _ Also na ned honor able WSRO AP's All-
had six TDs in '87 and is noted for his ablhty 1;5"“‘ “He was ranked si th 2ol -AA kick-
tough yards between the tackles. There is, hoWerer™
opening in the backfield. Ronnie Epps. _',,
blocker for Reed will need to be B

Nevertheless, the Bison spﬂ

""t‘;*?':. pk). But more
i 'l'.'hf;_ .*
U punts returned all

# -

fre none of his

x
N '
PR rAS
.l-m‘.‘ . .-II.' ‘:.
- Y . P
Pa A i

ibh lo nch it in the end
ﬁmn) Jlmmy Vertuno
260).0 10 ;;.f, | OOX d, gven of nine field goal
Defensively, James Mooggif6: longes :;5 -yardcr against South
Westbrook (6-4, 230) will anShior the & INDE
Garland (6-2, 215) and Marty | _
stability to the linebacking corpies o . have 0
A feisty secondary is raring 1gs 1o the ol car
stage with All-American candidate Thomas lead- e nal won-loss record. They averaged 14
ing the charge. Themungsafetywm edfam's sec 8 gan m'B?mddx(hl'lmeﬂ)pomumlcm
leading tackler last scason (70). He'll J\_&( neir ninth game of the year,
from free safety Robert Hancocky ﬁ """ The key here is how well senior quarterback Andre
Johnson makes it his business 10 get! ‘ Wﬂlnmzwtllromldlomechﬂlmgc An option type,
football. He enters the campaign wilhs r inter- Williams has been an on and off starter. He scored five
ceptions, " rushing touchdowns last year to lead all the backs m
As if that isn't enough, oppawntsmllﬂndomm that category. As a starter, Williams is 7-2-1.
the Bison are still fuming over the NCAA ignoring Riley's squad is likely 10 be more conservative on
thmn lAAphyoﬂ'mhcuon Indcﬁtim.mephy oﬂum.unpbmuhumdmhmmw
o bt get Jeffedies: B | p delense 1o keop mhﬁﬁﬂdm
o0 r" e Hnsls-yenr word 189 wm am Gilliam to han-
. N ﬁ“H.._. 8t th ummmm wd Ch Gmn
mdofllwywloﬁnﬂumhks-ﬂﬂwymu wnmamruummmm
mammwmmmmum mmmmmummw

the lliess 1o come full circle they will

Head Coach Ken Riley.

ms-mtm

.
I:
il?
i

ﬂ

onthctmnlA:amﬂ “the " (6- 37270y, Lee 52, 265

 seasons. Don't be shocked if the Homctsgoto
% air more than usual this year.

¥ One reason for that is the presence of wide recei

Egerton, who in his freshman year averaged
ids-per catch. He's also a dangerous return man, §
§ Scored twice on punt returns. Some are alges

ing the sophomore favorably o former De

John Taylor, who is now with the San Frang

. The brunt of the ground attack is expected to be
handled by Reggie Barnes, who last season averaged
7.3 yards a try and scored nine TDs. Barnes will replace
Turanccl-loovcrwhorushedforlmyudsmdwas
segond only to Reed of Howard. DN,

;lnesmthkclymhavcpmblamﬂndmgmn
Q soam. The offensive line is in IaCI and filled with
rence, Cu'dereenlea(6-1 .Jumanaor

S wmﬁe
thmgs happen at the hneofscnmage.

Defensively, much of the load will fall on junior
linehacker Eric Waynewright, 6-0, 215. The Penn State
transfer is being touted as an All-America and his num-
bers are very noticeable - 62 solo tackles and five inter-
ceptions, two of which were TDs. The absence of Pres-
bury and Robinson leaves the defensive line depleted.
The only starter returning is Paul Harris (6-1, 250).
ship in the secondary, but Collick and his staff must find
suitable replacements if the Hormets are to remain
nﬂudyondefmae.'m:y dluwedonlyl“poﬂusinlo

games (148 ppg)in 87,

‘nnmm in Orangeburg, S$.C. is that South

Caroling State will have a lot to do with how the con-

ference raco wrns out. Head Coach Bill Hamilton's crew

ﬂu#ﬂu Pm H

Loney

SIAC

Black College Sports Review

Buckle up for a guaranteed alley flght

The conference is more balanced than it has been in recent years. ‘Skegee and A & M didn't
run away with the conference. Albany State finished third last year with an 8-3 record. All three
squads had good enough records to make the post-season playoffs, but the playoff selection com-
mittee apparently felt otherwise.

In other notes, the conference has two new members moving into the Division II ranks from
Division III -- Knoxville and College and Miles College.

At presstime, Tuskegee coach James Martin was uncasy about his situation. Some key peo-
ple may not be back because of academic difficulties. Cedric Jefferson, the do-everything, all-

purpose back is out because of academic problems, and there could be others, depending.on how |

they fared in summer school.

Nevertheless, the Golden Tigers still have a lot of bite in their defense, which was Division
[I's stingiest. They held opponents to an average of less than an TD and field goal per game (9.1
points).

Pat McCall (eight sacks) should be in fine form to terrorize passer from his defensive end
slot and Darryl Lee is exceptional in roadblocking the middle at nose guard. Linebacker Clarence
Williams lives 10 bury ballcarriers and sophomore James Jacobs is being counted on 1o be anoth-
er force in the Tigers linebackers' brigade.

. The safeties are solid in the secondary. Jefferey March led the team in hits (105) and Gary
Steward picked off seven passes to rank seventh nationally in that category.

Whether TU can reach their 87 level depends on how they are able 1o compensate for the
loss of quarterback Tony Carroll. Carroll was a four-year starter who passed for 4,683 yards and
35 TDs in 33 games. With Carroll wheeling and dealing, TU reached the No. 5 spot nationally
before Carroll was injured against Hampton.

Carlos Williams will probably get the starting call from Martin. In ‘87, Williams saw consid-
erable action in the last four games of the season after Carroll was injured. He hit on 25 of 59
attempts for 423 yards and four scores.

Williams' status as the starter isn't necessarily 100 percent firm. Sophomore Maurice Heard,

a Southern Mississippi transfer who is now eligible is well suited for the passing game. As a high

school senior in ‘85, he passed for 1,900 yards and 17 TDs.

With Jefferson unavailable for duty, the running chores will be assigned to Rosselle Daniels,
Leroy Berry and Mason Wilson.

Madison Johnson (6-1, 246) and Frankline Tarrance (6-2, 310) will be the leaders on the
offensive line.

Alabama A & M lost 13 lettermen, including four All-Americans, but the Bulldogs have a
habit of always being able to come through with new talent to take up the slack.

Head Coach Ray Greene isn't sure who his quarterback will be. Leonard Johnson, last year's
starter decaded that college life was not his cup of tea and won't be retumning. Johnson led all A &
M rushers in 87 with 657 yards and he scored seven times. Terrence Brown is the only experi-
enced QB left.

In the backfield, Mark Smith comes back as the prime runner, along with Rodney Baxter
and Ryan Darden. All-SIAC center Dino Wynn (6-0, 235) is the ring leader of the offensive line.

If the Bulldogs can crank up an aerial attack, they have Barry Wagner and Scottic Moore
available. Wagner caught six TDs in '87.

A & M's strong suit, as usual, is stopping people. Free safety Fred Gamer had five intercep-
tions and eamed All-America and All-SIAC honors last year. Terry Smith adds game experience
from his comerback position. He had 62 tackles and broke up 12 passes in '87. Harvey Clayton,
Roger Durr, and Vincent Coleman are expected to make major contributions to the defensive
backfield.

Andre Haley (5-9, 220) heads the linebacking troops. Slowed by nagging injuries last sca-
son, he still finished in a second place tie for most tackles on the team with 78. Darrell Keith and
Bemard Flanagan should see a lot of action at the other inside lincbacking posts. Wade Broxie
and Jimmy Perkins are likely to inherit berths as the outside LBs.

The defensive line is viewed as a major plus with Carl Dawson (6-5, 240), Barry Wimberly
(6-3, 245) and Bobby Montague (6-1, 260) holding down the fort.

Last season was not typical for the usually tough Fort Valley State team. They were 5-2 in
conference play, but 5-5 overall. Their famed "Blue Death” defense was not up to par, mainly
because of players graduating and experienced returnees suffering injuries.

However, those same youngsters, are now battle-tested and a year wiser. Coach Doug Porter
can look forward 1o his defensive unit taking on their usual miserly personality once more.

Defensive end Thomas Ragin (6-3, 240) is the most seasoned of the group, while Jackie
Cannon is fierce at linebacker (115 tackles in '87). Bobby Maddox (6-3, 230) is another tough LB
in the "Blue Death™ mold.
~ Strong safety John Lipkin is effective against the pass and run (70 tackles, 12 passes broken
up) and Kevin Williams harasses receivers and ballcarriers alike (66 hits, four interceptions).

On offense, sophomore Larry Baker will start at quarterback. Baker, a drop back passer, won
the job during spring drills . He'll have an experienced bunch to throw to, including wide-outs
Rodney Parker, Allen Prince, and tight end Larry Goodman.

Zack Reynolds will also be another reliable pair of hands of the Wildcats' passer coming out
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of the backfield. Reynolds, at 6-2, 212, is very comfortable as both runner and receiver. Darren
Lowe (5-10, 190), rushed for 561 yards last year. He will often be teamed with Reynolds in the
game af the same time as part of Valley State's split-T formation.

Georgia Tech transfer Carlisle Davis (6-2, 245) should make a big difference in the Wild-
cat’s offensive line this season. If sophomore Darren Tigner (6-0, 265) has recuperated from knee
surgery, FL. Valley's offense should be that much better off.

You could say that Albany State got lost in the '87 SIAC rush. Even though they finished
third, they were still awfully good. And with 19 starters coming back, there's no reason 1o believe
they won't be better this time.

The Rams have the people to win, as long as injuries don't take those people away. They
aren't very deep, so they must avoid injuries in order 10 make it to the lop of the conference heap.

Very few knowledgeable SIAC observers won't be surprised if coach Hampton Smith's crew
doesn’t walk off with the '88 conference trophy.

They have a talented and game-tested quarterback in Stanley Williams. Williams was over-
looked last year because of Tuskegee's Carroll. But in the meantime, he had rolled up some very
impressive numbers of his own -- 1,917 passing yards and 12 TDs.

Wide receiver James Rich (37 catches, 557 yards, 4 TDs) played his final year in ‘87, so the
receiving burden falls into the lap of Hezikiah Bartley, a nimble moving return man who has
go0od hands.

Donald Parham (6-1, 200) will help keep opposing defenses from keying on Williams' pass-
Ing. The junior gained 527 yards last year and scored eight times. Troy Young is an agile runner

Please See Page 9
August 1988 - Page 7




