. ‘. * T -:d-u

"'T‘h‘""‘-h : ’ LS.

i b dn a8 o shoato i LS

-Mmu

'“'J o "3

m
wife Deborah after returniug to Fort Bragg, NC from

maneuvers in Honduras.

‘They fell out of thesky this week, throwing their bodies
from huge airplanes flying high in the North Carolina

skies.

And as they floated down, an anxious audience, faces

turned

upward, ‘cheered with pride and joy.
The boys had come home. The

parachutists in North

Carolina, members of the 82nd Airborne Division, and in-
fantrymen from several units based in California had
returned from their mission in Central America.

The first two contingents of the 3,200 American soldiers
sent to Honduras nearly two weeks ago returned to cheer-
ing welcomes in North Carolina and California confident
their training mission helped protect the Contras.

(Continued on page 22)

-Western student
dies in France

A spring break tour ended in
tragedy for a Western High
School freshman who died of
viral ingitis in Paris, France
Wednesday.

Danita Dickens, 15, left
Baltimore March 24 along with a
group of about 25 teachers and
students from Western, accor-
ding to the school’s principal San-
dra Wighton

“She had been letharglc as
soon as she got the plane,”’ said

ighton. ‘““The disease had to be
}nf e incubation stage when she

eft.”

According to Wighton, who did
not accompany the students and
parents, Danita became fatigued
as the students toured the palace
of Versailles, located ion a suburb
of Paris.

““When they boarded the tour
bus, she apparently had become
disoriented and wandered
away,’”’ Wighton said. ‘““They con-
ducted a two-hour search with the
palace officials and Versailles
police.”’

But, acc to Wighton,
Danita was not found until the
next day. Shehadmadeherway
to Paris, and collapsed on
doorstep in the city.

She was rushed to a hospital,
and embassy officials were
notified. Her parents, along with
minister Oscar Brown Jr. flew

immediately to Paris and were_

with Danita when she died.
Funeral arrangements are still

pending.

“The teachers are
devastated,’”’ said Wighton,
“Those teachers have chaperon-
ed other students in the past and
it has never been a lem."”’

Wighton said the student was
bright and hardworking, and will
be sorely missed. She said Danita
was very active in her church,
Mount Olive Freewill Baptist
Church.

She said the school will
memorialize Danita by planting
a tree on Arbor Day.

No Easter egg hunt
for little Tommie

Thomas Darien White

By Charles Brown
AFRO Staff Writer
The Easter egg hunt of little
Tommie White will not go as his
family had hoped. Tommie, a
four year old West Baltimore
child, was tragically injured in an

automobile accident on March
24th.

He is paralyzed and on life sup-
port systems at Johns Hopkins
Hospital.

Tommie's grandmother, Tina
Gray, in an open letter to the
AFRO titled, ““No Easter Egg
Hunt For Tommie,"”’ said, the boy
is a member of The Sharp Street
Saturday Bible School and was
looking forward to Easter.

The family i1s asking your
prayers and good thoughts for
Tommie at Easter.

The youngster, who was being
escorted along with his 2 year old
sister Kee-Kee and their mother,
Monica Brown along the 1300
block of McCulloh St, when hit by
a car that jumped the curb and
dragged the child up the street.
Tommie, suffered .injuries in-
cluding punctured lungs, both
legs broken, a broken neck,
spmal chord injury, cranial swell-
ing near the brain and a heart
attack.

Monica Brown, Tommie’s

(Continued on page 22)
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justice,”’ said Mi

convictedln.lmry
ing a federal ' grand jury
investigation.

He was also found guilty in
November of last year of block-

ing a federal probe of a defense
contractor.

“It was obvious that I was not

ma wilful failure to file,”
Il said moments after the
verdict was announced.

tonnyEdwardT Smith, Jr. on
the case. “The law

ithewmul.wepmvod it was

ahead with the a 05

earlier convictions) a chlove
ultimate victory,” uid te, of
the law firm of Lee and Harvey.

(Continued on page 7)
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Delores Smith and Rev. John Wright

the van was not ready for the new
owner o use.

Finally, on June 2, Smith was
able to p:ck up the van.

But, at this point, she had done

1
L o — h‘w

some checking and discovered
that the extra features she had
id for in her van were standard
eatures of that same van at other

(Continued on page 7)-

cracks whlp

as Councu stlffens

By ‘Alisa Samuels
AFRO Staff Writer

Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke said
Wednesday he does not regret
demoting a veteran transporta-
tion worker last week, after the
worker verbally attacked his ad-
ministration and a department
head.

“I think I was justified,” the
mayor said. “If I hadn’t taken
disciplinary actions I wouldn’t be
able to run an effective
administration.”

On March 21 at a Council hear-
ing, the mayor demoted Frank
Babusci, former chief of field
operation for the Department of
Transportation, after Babusci
criticized the mayor’s plan to
transfer certain transportation
functions to the Department of
Public Works and scorned the
transportation’s acting commis-
sioner James W, Causey.

The mayor sponsored a bill,
Council Blfv 1 85, which would have
allowed for the function transfer-
ral at the hearing, but withdrew
it Monday, because he felt it
would not have been judged on its
merits.

“1 felt the issue of personalities
had come to overshadow the
issue of pelicy,”” the mayor said.

He said he would resu
bill
mumcnral budget for 1988.

He also said, the d rtment
would not be hurt by the delay.

Babusci, now a Departmentof X
Public Works employee, is in- «

volved with the Metro Johns
Hopkins Section C Extension Pro-
gram and still earns $56,000 an- »
nually, the mayor said,

that
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The mayor called the former

transportation worker an “‘in--
subordinate’’ and said Babusm
gave ‘‘ursolicited testimony,”
which o ed his administra-
tion’s policy.

According to Mayor Schmoke,
he had warned Babusci last year
to not oppose his plans for the
department, which included hir-
Ing more minorities.

““He was on notice that there
could be a strong reaction,’”’ the
mayor said about Babusci, 39.

Many counciimembers frown-
ed upon the demotion and said it

(Continued on page 7)

| Legislators crush
judgeshlp bill

By Alicia Benjamin
AFRO Staff Writer

The House voted to adopt a bill
which would delete contested
elections for state Circuit Court
judges but a Senate Committee
rejected the bill in a 6 to 5 vote
Tuesday.

Sen. Larry Young (D) and'Sen.
Albert Wynn D-Prince George's
County both agreed that Sen.
John Pica of the Senate Judicial
Proceedings Committee was the
decisive vote in the decision to re-
ject the bill.

““Pica was under considerable
pressure to stand with the
(Black) Caucus on the issue,’
Young said.

The state legislative Black
Caucus has beenin staunch op-

ition to the bill, which was
ﬁsked by the administration,
since it was first proposed over 15
years ago.

Wynn, member of the Senate
Judicial Proceedings Committee
which rejected the proposed con-

stitutional amendment, said
Prince George's County
legislators, especially PG Coun-

(Continued on page .7)



