The dawn of modern political development in Maryland

Local Civil Rights
By Simmena Simmons
Special to the AFRO

“Laws will not eliminate pre-
Ll;dice from the hearts of human

ings, but that is no reason to
allow prejudice to continue to be
enshrined in our laws to
perpetuate injustice through
inaction.”

This quote, made by Shirley
Chisolm before the second ses-
sion of the 91st Congress in 1970,
captures the sentiment of the
civil rights ovement of the 1950s.

The “Afro-American En-
cyclopedia,” of which Harry A.
Ploski is editor, asserts that the
bulk of the Civil Rights struggle
In the fifties was initiated by the
NAACP which had begun chipp-
Ing away at the roots of legalized
segregation m a sertes of suc-
cessful lawsuits.

One of the most successful
cases was that of Brown versus
Topeka Board of Education in
1954 when th Supreme Court rul-
ed that discrimination in educa-
tion was unconstitutional.

Ploski also points out that
critics today argue that this case
made little difference. He does
believe, however, that without

the Brown decision, the legal Church.”

basis for segregation and
discrimination would still be in
place. This decision is important,
In that it was a start.

In Maryland the scene was no
different from the national as far
as the activity for the Civil Rights
movement. Many persons whose
names are seldom or never men-
tioned, paved the way for others
to follow.

Rev. Logan Kearse, who was a
close friend of Martin Luther
King and who travelled with him
all over America and was with
him when he received his Nobel
Peace Prize, reminisces about
the Civil Rights movement in
Baitimore in the sixtis. Kearse
stated that Juanita Mitchell,
Stokey Carmichael and he were
part of a team, “suicide squad,”’
of ten to 15 people who planned to
go to jail.

The plan was to have someone
to go to jail every Saturday. This
strategy was to fight inequities of
the public accommodations law .
The continued for months.

Kearse pointed out even though
King spoke at many places in
Baltiore, he only preached at his
church, ““Corner Stone Baptist

As a result of the Civil Righ
movement, blacks have achieved

M -

firsts in numerous arenas. In

ts Maryland, recently we had the

first black female fire fighter, the

first black mayor and the list
goes on.

Kearse want to remind Balti-
moreans that there was a black
individual before Parren Mitchel}
who ran for Congress. It was he.
Rev. Logan Kearse; he ws the
first black democrat to contend
for a seat in Congress in 1960

The ““The Afro-American En-
cyclopedia” notes that the Civil
Rights movement mobilized
blacks and s Ic whites as
nothing had done before.

Thousands of individuals were
Incarserated because they defied
the Jim Crow laws.

The Civil Rights movement
probably reached its zenith in
1963 when 300,000 people, a record
number converged In
Washington, DC for a massive
““March for Jobs and Freedom.”

The Civil Rights movement
was one that was tumultous
because of rampant discrimina-
tion and segregation in America.
Nationally, Rosa Parks, a
seamstress in Alabama, and
Martin Luther King were the im-

etus for the movement.

owever, locally we cannot
forget the contributions of people
such as Juanita Mitchell, Stokey
Carmichael, Rev. Logan Kearse,
N'ucker Deering and numerous

BEST SELLERS
BY BLACK AUTHORS

There have not been many
black books which have appeared
on the best sellers’ list. The
following exercise focuses on best
sellers by black authors. Fill in
the blank.

. This book was
written by Richard Wright in
1945.

. . Frank Yerby
wrote this book in 1947.
.. James Baldwin
penned this best seller by Maya
Angelo.

4 — 1970 was

hlghhgl—'ntea by this best seller by
Maya Angelo.
5 What black

author and what title made
headlines for best seller in 1976
e > daasinasnnaiina NS Dinak
author had nine best sellers.
I For the period
1945 to 1976 how many black
authors appeared on best

seller list.

B St Which black
female became the first black
female to appear on the best
seller list.

SO When did the
first best seller by a black author
appear?

N This black best

seller sold over 195,000 copies
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U loans are guaranteed by the Maryland Small Business Developenent Pinendes Amthority

For mformation on bow YOUR growing business can join the successful businesses
financed through DCF coatact:
Keaneth N. Oliver, Vice Presidemt of

For more than 100 years, many con-
tributions have been made to society by
Black Americans. The achievement
levels come in all sizes, yet none are to
small to go unrecognized. Every con-
tribution made will be remembered dur-
ing Black History Month, from the
creative inventions of George
Washington Carver to the world
renowned marches and protests lead by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and many
thereafter.

During Black History Month, The Giant
Food Family would like to take this time
to acknowledge the many courageous
Black Americans who donated their
time, energy and talents to help make
a strong nation.
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Dr. 1. Logan Kearse and his mother, Mrs. Isadora C. Kearse
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1925 Eutaw Place, |
Baltimere, Maryland 21217, (301) 5338400

For Marylanders. .. It’s A Capital idea!

other individuals whose con-
sistency, perservance and
valiance paved the way for us

today.

Though this period of history 1s
| behind us, we should keep the
| reason for it before us and not

forget the reason for the

(Continued on page 10)
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U.S. Government
Civil Service Positions
e Aviation experience

not necessary
e More than 3,000 will
be hired
e Salaries to $50,000
e Up to 26 vacation days
each year
e Special retiremen*
Y The Kreeger Sunday February 14 1988 | pl:m |
e Equal Opportunity
Employer
[l ' you have three years work
experience, or four years ol
college, or a combination,
you could qualify. The maxi-
mum age 1s 30 for most posi-
tions. For more informa-
tion, send your name and
address on a postcard to:

Federal Aviation
Administration
AAC-80/607
P.0. Box 26650
Oklahoma City, OK 73126

Discover Today’s FAA.
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A special symposium. ..
The Legacy of

STRENGTH Lorraine Hansberry,
WTIHISTAMINE | Transcultural Humanist
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A distinguished panel will discuss Lorraine Hansher:
outstanaing contributions to the Amer.
explore her works and theirr impact
theatrical heritage
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