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‘Ax Rosie’

dies in prison

By Maxine L. Wallace
AFRO Staff Writer

A memorial service was held
for Mrs. Martha Ann Rose, bet-
ter known as Ax Rosie, on Tues-
day, Dec. 29 at the Maryland Cor-

‘rectional Institute for Women in

Jessup, MD.

Rose, a notorious ax murderess
died at the age of 89 in her room
at the prison Saturday, Dec. 26 at
1 a.m. She held the distinction of
having served longer in prison
than any other f in the state

(Continued on page 2)
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Quirk in law

lets Mitchell
stay in Sen

By Alisa Samuels
AFRO Staff Writer

Ambiguity of the true definition
of the conviction of an elected of-

ficialasita rs in Article XV,

ety Do profumping (be
S , may be pro

litical life of convicted Sen.

ichael B. Mitchell.

Acco to the law, “Any
elected of the State,... who
during his term of office is con-
victed of or enters a plea of nolo
contendere to any crime which is
a felony...and involves moral tur-

itude for which the penalty may

incarceration in any in-

stitution shall be sus from
office by operation of law..."”

Last month, Mitchell, 42, and
his brother Clarence 47, were
canvicted of accepting $50,000 to
block a ¢ ional into
Wedtech Corp., a New York
defense contractor,

The senator, who repres nts
the 39th legislative , ' Was
also found guilty of wire fraud to

recoup a portion of the money to
a private comullzt who wmed*

for Wedtech.

Despite the conviction, Mit-
chell has notglven up his seat.

Lt. Gov. Melvin A. Steinberg,
president of the state Senate In
1974, when the bill was :
said the purpose of the bill was to
suspend an official from office
after he was sentenced.

Conviction is the ‘‘end of the
first step,”’ Steinberg said. “You
have to be indicted, tried and con-
victed — sentenced.”’

In 1977, the Attorney General’s
Office issued an advisory on the
interpretation of conviction as it
reads in Article XV, Section 2.

In the advisory, the attorney
general opted to interpret convic-
tion according to state law, in-
stead of federal law.

“Conviction’’  meant guilt
rather than judgment or senten-
cing, in interpreting the Federal
Firearms Act, the Atlorney
General concluded.

But ““...itis our opinion that the
word ‘conviction’ in Article XV,
Section 3, means the judgment of
conviction which occurs upon
sentencing,’”’ attorney general
Francis B. Burch wrote.

The bill was written and
enacted to prevent convicted of-
ficials, including former Gov.
Marvin Mandel, former, Del.
George J. Santoni and other of-

Mrs. Pauline Hines dies
short of 102nd birthday

Mrs. Pauline Valentine Arm-
stead Hines was eulogized on
Wednesday at John Wesley
United Methodist Church in Glen
Burnie, where she was a lifetime
member.

Mrs. Hines, matriarch of an old
Maryland family, died Dec. 27.
She would have been 102 on Jan.
3

A daughter, Mrs. Mabel
Young, recalled: “My mother
was selfless all her life. She
always thought of doing for other
people. She always toid us, do
what you can to make the world

a better place. She believed in
working, and she inspired all of
us to work hard and achieve,”’

A granddaughter, Ms. Linda
Grant, added: “‘Granny was
never idle . .. She was always
busy.”’

Born in Baltimore on Jan. 3,
1886, she was the daughter of
Howard and Margaret Valentine.

She was educated in the
Baltimore city public and

arochial schools. Her first hus-

and, was William' Armstead.
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ficials who were found guilty of

ponwﬂminﬂlelm‘s,wm
in office.

The advisory pointed out that
most Maryland tended to
interpret conviction as ‘“‘judg-
ment or sentence,”’ rather than

as “‘verdict or guilty”’.

Conviction ‘“means judgment
of conviction upon sentence,”
said Robert A. Zarnoch, assistant
attorney general.

““He (the official) can stay in
office, until a judge sentences
him,” Zarnoch said.

Because of this interpretation,
Sen. Mitchell is able to serve two
weeks in the next General
Assembly, before he is sentenced
on Jan. 29.

In the past, officials were able
to remain in office for an
unlimited amount of time,
Steinberg said.

‘“A person could stazr in office
three or four years after being
convicted,” he said. “‘It was an
embarrassing situation. We need-
ed a separate remedy."”

The remedy was a clearer
definition on conviction. After

sentencing, the official is remov-
ed from office. But after the ver-
dict, the official is able to a ]

the decision, and stay in office.

Mitchell, too, plans to appeal
his conviction.

He could not be reached for im-
mediate comment.

Mitchell could be sentenced to
a maximum of 10 years in prison.
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