ast March, Godfrey Osei, a Ghanian citizen living in New
York, dropped from sight taking with him some
knowledge eight American mercenaries would dearly
love to have: The source of the $200,000 to $500,000
with which he hired them, leased a boat and bought
weapons for an attempt to overthrow the Marxist president of the
West African country of Ghana, Flight Lt. Jerry Rawlings.

At presstime, four of these mercenaries are in jail in Brazil coun-
ting the days until the Brazilian courts decide whether or not to
extradite them to Argentina, the country where the arms, ammuni-
tion, landing crafts and other materiel for the aborted overthrow
were purchased. The other four American mercenaries, who were
also arrested in Brazil, escaped from prison in December. Ac-
cording to a relative of one of the escapees, the four believed that
they would have been made ‘‘scapegoats for screw up by Argen-
tine intelligence.”’

Rather than go down quietly as casualties in yet another Reagan-
era secret war, the men have loudly claimed White House sanction
of their plot and have hinted that the National Security Council was
somehow involved. While sources at the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence say there is no evidence to support such claims, the
mercenaries have racked their memories for clues of United States
involvement in the fiasco that ended with their arrest in Rio last
March on charges of attempting to smuggle weapons into Brazil.

The US. is as likely a candidate as any to launch an attempt to
overthrow the Marxist-leaning Rawlings, but there is no proof of
it and other governments also would welcome a change in Ghana's
government. Since he took over as president of Ghana for the
second time in 1982, Rawlings has cultivated friendships with leftist
African states, has befriended and accepted aid from Cuba, East Ger-
many and Libya's Muammar Al-Qaddafi and reportedly has let the
Cubans train his palace guard and allowed the Libyan troops to set
up a base 60 kilometers outside Accra, the capital. Last year, his
police arrested a large number of CIA agents and informants in an
intelligence coup that unravelled the CIA's network in West Africa,
later swapping eight of them in return for a cousin who was im-
prisoned in the United States.
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ings and liberating several CIA informants apparently still in prison
there. But instead of landing in Ghana, the Nobistor landed near

Rio de Janiero, purportedly because of engine trouble. Federal police
boarded, searched the ship and found the weapons. The eight

‘mercenaries were arrested, tried for smuggling and sentenced to

terms of four and five years last june. in September their convic-
tions were overturned on appeal, and the remaining four prisoners
now await extradition to Argentina.

“Did you ever have one of those years when everything goes
wrong!'' wrote one of now escaped prisoners, Timothy M. Car-
mody, to a relative in San Francisco. "' 1986 is definitely the year
of the Brazlian cockroach . . . The prison gang that runs this place
is called simply Commando, so guess who gives them some technical
classes! . . . the rats are enormous.”’

However absurd their plight, the mercenaries have raised some
interesting questions. What were two U.S. Army Special Forces
veterans doing among them? What had they been doing in Central
America! Why would Bophuthatswana International’'s name come
up! How does one have a four-year visa to Argentina stamped in
one's passport in Miami! Where did the money come from?! And
was this failed operation another inept component of the Reagan
Doctrine!?

Perhaps only Osei knows the answers, and he is missing.

"I got my own idea where money came from,’’ says Bishop the

Texan who helped him buy the weapons. Bishop speculates that the

money to overthrow Ghana may have been pilfered from the
‘Ghanaian national treasury. But until Osei turns up, that's just another

theory. B
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winner for International journalism.
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