Quite accidentally, | recently
had the misfortune of watching o
new member to the late night
television line-up, entitled
“Honeymoon Hotel,"
Isabel Sonford, most noted for
her co-starring role as “Lovise” in
“The Jeffersons.”

| use the word “misfortune”
because this program was bad
from the beginning. Fortunately,
someone at Channel 13 had the
same thoughts because after one
one week of airings, "Honey-
moon Hotel” was replaced with
the more popular “Entertainment
Tonight.” Just what were the
problems with this program?

For starters, | could not help
hoping that somewhere in this
program, “George Jefferson”
would come out and give some

starring
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order, purpose and laughs to this
situation comedy. And | use the
word “comedy” very loosely,
There was not anything in this
program which was even slight-
ly amusing.

The particular segment | viow-
ed involved a hotel reviewer who
was coming to the hotel for what
the cast thought was to be a

secret review of their
establishment.

Isabel Sanford, as the hotel's
owner, is persvaded by the staff
to pull out all of the stops to
please this rather picky and par-
ticular individual.

First, remember that this is o
hotel specifically designed for

clients who are on their

honeymoon—thus the reason for

the hotel's nome. Some very
clever Hollywood writer thought
up that one.

Predictably, one member of a
honeymooning couple is
mistaken for the hotel critic and
what follows goes beyond com-

edy and hedges on a fiasco. The
couple must endure constant in-

terruptions and unsolicited ser- .

vices. And, finally, injury is ac-
tually added to insult when one
of the staff members causes the
new groom to receive a broken
leg. In the end, as predicted, the
staff realized the groom was not
the hotel critic,: and all of their
“courtesies”’ were wasted.

After having watched Isabel
Sonford for years on “The Jefter-
sons,” | know her acting
capabilities and talents. | under-

sfand that actors should not be

typecast or thought of in only cer-

tain types of roles. But in “Honey-
moon Hotel,” Ms. Sanford is sur-

rounded by actors who seem fo
be speaking their lines for the

isabel Sanford

time. They seemed to be caught
off guard when another
character said his lines, and Ms.
Sanford seemed to be over-
whelmed and amazed at the
whole idea.

Maybe the show was removed
by its producers for much need-
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For the first time in its 19-year
history, the Image Award:
Porgram of the NAACP, featuring
a dazzling array of ontor::i?d&?
personalities, will be shown on
national television over the NBC
Network on Sdturddy, January
17, 1987, at 11:30 P.M.

Pre-empting the slot usually
filled by “Saturday Night Live.”
the 90-minute NAACP special,
hosted by Ted Lange of
“Loveboat,” pays ftribute 10 a
number o k artists who have
projected positive images on
stage, in the movies, on televi-
sion and through recordings.

The Image Awards is a project
of the Beverly Hills/Hollywood
Branch of the NAACP and over
the years has gained recognition
as the most important tribute
paid to black performing artists.
The filming for the NBC special
took place at the live pregsento-
tion of the awards in December
at the Wiltern Theatre in Los
Angeles.
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of “So Glad | Know" and “Hot on
the Trail” at the same time. Un-
doubtedly, the students who are
lucky enough fo t become enroll-
ed in the voice seminar that
Deniece Williams will be conduc-
ting, will have a unique oppor-

tunity to learn about vocal techni-
ques used by professional
singers in the realms of gospel
and popular music.

Voice students who are in-
terested in enrolling in the
seminars that will conducted by
Deniece Williams should contact
Dr. Nathan Carter at 444-3168.
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