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You have fo stay on top of it.

At the Adolph Coors Company, we're helping
wrestle with some of today’s toughest
challenges. In education, business and

community lite.

We're doing it by providing scholarships,
minority vendor contracts—even programs
that bring concerts, new shoes and rodeos
to inner-city kids.

By getting together with the community

we serve, we're doing what the best

bullriders do. Staying on top of @
difficult situation. And sometimes,

just staying on fop 1s winning.

-

pran |
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State, as well as an appearance in the o Coach Ben Jobe will find a bare cup-

Longhorn Classic, where Texas, South
Alabama and Bowling Green will be
waiting. If the Tigers survive those
tests, they should be the class of the
SWAC.

The remainder of the conference is
pretty much bunched together.

Alcorn has to be considered a con-
tender every year by virtue of having
won or shared the championship the
last eight seasons.

The Braves, coming off a 16-13
record, will have their work cut out for
them this time, though, after losing the
heart of their squad in all-SWAC
center David Palmer and guards Davey
Whitney Jr. and Tommy James.

Senior Bonner Upshaw (10.3 ppg.,
7.1 rbg.) is an experienced frontcourt
player who will have to start at forward
and assume the leadership role. For-
ward Michael Rodgers made a strong
impression last season (7.7 ppg, 4.3
rbg) and could be ready to continue
Alcorn’s tradition of strong frontcourt
players. Senior forward Reginald
Porter has shown flashes of brilliance
but needs to become more consistent.
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is how much defense they play, if any
at all. In most instances, the question is
valid because scorers tend to use their
arms strictly to fire basketballs at rims,
not to harass opposing shooters.

Defense has been the biggest im-
provement in Lee’s game, says his
coach. ““As a freshman, he didn’t play
good defense, not because of poor
skills, but because he lacked concentra-
tion,”” Pritchett says. ‘““On the ball.
he’s one of the best I've ever coached.
Where he had his problems was in
guarding his man when he didn’t have
the ball. But now his concentration
level is higher, and he’s more consis-
tent in that area of his game."’

Life in the Division II ranks has been
pretty good to Lee, a mass communica-
tions major. But it hasn’t been all that
easy. He's had to transform himself
from a freewheeling freshman into a
mature, disciplined upperclassman,

sacrificing his points for the sake of his
team.

With a large number of freshman
teammates, he's had to be a calming
force while still providing spectacular

offense. It’s surprising how little talk
one hears around the Clark locker
room about Lee’s point totals.

Lee also is content where he is.
While he’s not performing before
millions on national TV, he says he

board at SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY.
The Jaguars lost four starters and the
first three reserves from last year’s
19-11 squad. Whitney Dabney, who
transferred from Tulane, Byron Hogan
and Avery Johnson are expected to
team with holdover starters Kevin
Florent and Craig Pollard.

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY will be
hard-pressed to duplicate last year’s
improbable season when they beat
Alcorn twice, won the conference tour-
nament and played No. 1 Duke tough
in the NCAA Tournament. The Delta
Devils return just two starters after los-
ing five of their top seven players to
graduation.

Senior guard George Ivory will have
to carry an even larger offensive load
than he did last season when he was
fourth in the conference in assists (4.8)
and seventh in scoring (15.8).

Center Carl Curry, who averaged 4.3
rebounds and 7.7 points, needs to step
up his productivity and Coach
Lafayette Stribling must develop a

bench or it will be a long season.
PRAIRIE VIEW pulled off the stun-
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gets ample recognition. What’s more,
he points out, Division Il has its share
of prime-time players, including Ralph
Tally (Norfolk State) and Jamie Waller
(Virginia Union), whom he considers
the best.

There’s also no question in Lee's
mind that, had he played big-time col-
lege hoops, he’d still be a standout,
probably going head-to-head against
such household names as Reggie Miller
(UCLA) and Kenny Smith (North
Carolina). However, he won’t waste
his time thinking about what might
have been.

After concluding his last college
campaign, Lee’s thoughts will focus on
the NBA. Many will question whether
he has a genuine chance to make the
grade, given the fact that he played for
a small Division II school. And,
realistically, Division Il players that do
make it are very rare.

The lack of national reputations and
media attention often works against
them, even though they have the
physical skills. Often many are drafted
in the late rounds and never make it
past the early minicamps because of
the small roster sizes.

But Lee is a known commodity in
pro scouting circles, and all he wants is

a chance.

His coach believes he’ll get it.

ner by finishing second in the con-
ference tournament. But, the truth be
known, the Panthers were playing as
well as anyone in the conference
toward the end of the season despite
their 5-25 record.

Nine lettermen retusgs” including

junior guard Reginald Jones (14.4
ppg.) and forwards David Holloway
(13.2 ppg.) and Marc Horne.

The confidence gained from last

season’s strong finish and another year
of experience should remove the Pan-
thers from the soft-touch category.

TEXAS SOUTHERN returns 10 let-

termen from last year’s 9-19 squad.
The best of the bunch could be 6-8
senior center Melvin Stewart (10.5
rbg.). Forward Gary Robinson (16.1]
ppg.) will have to pick up the scoring
slack created by the graduation loss of
all-SWAC guard Lester Brooks (17.6).

But, if the Tigers are to improve,

they also need to find a replacement

for point guard Johnny Cole.
JACKSON STATE is sort of the
forgotten team in the conference. But

the Tigers are in excellent position to

make big noise under first-year Coach

““I can’t see many 6-3 guys guarding
him,”” Pritchett says, “They will have
to be twice as quick because he’ll over-
power most people. He’s like a
bulldozer on the drive and has the
weight and power to deal with the big
people in the middle when he goes to
the basket.”’

But what may be a more crucial fac-
tor, says Pritchett, is Lee’s intensity.
The Clark gunner comes to play every
night regardless of the level of competi-
tion.

“Players at the major colleges play
against the best across the board all the
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youthful bench can spell point guard
Butch Hazel and company. Hazel, an

adroit ballhandler, was an all-
conference-tournament selection last
year.

William Ford, Damon Dixon, Mar-

cus White and Terry Thompson round
out the team’s nucleus.

Leroy Alexander inherits a very

young and inexperienced team at
FORT VALLEY STATE. The folks be-
ing relied upon didn’t play last year,
which gives you an idea of where Alex-
ander is starting from. Greg Williams,
Darrious Davis and Tony Hall are ex-
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John Prince. They boast a solid
nucleus, returning all-SWAC forward
Jeff Hart, the No.2 scorer in the league
(20.8 ppg), 7-2 center Lester Fonville
(7.8 rbg, 3.6 blocked shots) and Steve
Watley (6.9 rbg). The question marks
are in the backcourt, where twins
Michael and Mitchell Boyd have
graduated. Keith Haygood and Tyrone
Kidd could be the answers.

ALABAMA STATE'S once-proud
program has fallen on hard times with
back-to-back losing seasons. The
Hornets’ chances of improving on last
year’s 11-17 record were hurt substan-
tially when Frank Sillmon, the con-
ference’s Player of the Year, transfer-
red to Alabama A&M. That leaves for-
ward Jesse Gilbert (11.7 ppg, 7.7 rbg)
as ASU’s main weapon. Senior Reuben
Holmes, the Hornets’ 6-11 center, is a
more-than-adequate shot-blocker and
rebounder, but he needs to be more of

an offensive threat if the Hornets are
to challenge.

Roscoe Nance is a sportswriter for
USA Today.

time,”’ Pritchett says, ‘‘so they don’t
have trouble getting ready to play. But
at the Division 11 level, players have to
work hard to maintain that high level
of intensity in every game. There are
people who have the physical tools,
and they do well against the very good
competition, but their performance
falls off when they face average and
mediocre teams, which shows incon-
sistency. Lee plays them all the same
every night out.”

Craig T. Greenlee is an Atlanta-based
free-lance writer and a frequent con-
tributor to the Review.

pected to carry the load.

The Wildcats (8-20 overall, 4-12 in
SIAC play) are intent on taking their
lumps this time around with an eye on
the future.

There’s nowhere to go but up for
BENEDICT COLLEGE, admits first-
year Head Coach Roscoe Wilson. Bob-
by Adams is the Tigers’ top scorer,
while Andre Stanley and Larry Scott
provide solid help in the paint.

Craig T. Greenlee is an Atlanta-based
Jree-lance writer who contributes fre-
quently to the Review.
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