‘For Kid’'s Soke special is excellent

Webster defines a prodigy as
“a person, especially a child or
youth, of extraordinary talent or
ability; a marvel or wonder.”
That is the definition most of us
think about when the word “pro-
digy” is mentioned. But tonight at
8 PM, WIZ is presenting an
outstanding “For Kids' Sake”
special, entitled “Great Expecta-
tions: Prodigies, Gifted Children
and Your Kid,” hosted by LeVar
Burton, and key words are “your
kid.” The major question is what
can parents and teachers do to
bring out the best in our own
children.

Yes, this program does in-
troduce the viewers to children
who are considered prodigies.
There are two exceptionally
bright black children — one nam-

ed Yvette Taylor who, at 15, is o
senior at the University of Pitts.-

burgh and Dudley Bryant of
Boston who, at 14, is a budding
cartoonist. But, what is most in-
teresting about this documentary
is that we are told that any child,
even yours, has the possibility of
becoming a prodigy. This idea is
stressed throughout the program
and referred to as “specialized
intelligence.” This is the ability or
skill a child might have in one
area.

What is surprising is that sports
are included with this. In
essence, this program offers

SOAP OPERA WEEK

By Kimberly Redmond

Q. I've been told that Frank
Runyeon (Steve Andropolous)
of “As the World Turns” is o
concert planist and that he
sings. Why hasn’'t he perform.-
ed on the soap?—L.F., Tampa,
FL.

A. Runyeon sang on the show
during some location scenes that
he filmed in Greece about three
years ago. His songwriting
talents were demonstrated when
the show used one of his original
songs, “Warm By My Side,"” as the
love theme for Steve and his
wife, Besty. Currently, Steve
never has much to sing or be
joyous about so the story line
doesn’t call for Frank to sing.

Q. | rarely miss an episode
of "Guiding Light.” | would
really like to know something
about Gil Rogers, the actor
who plays Hawk Shayne. I'd
also like to know if he was
ever in the television series
"Buck Rogers.”" —L.C., Kenner,
LA.

A. Sorry L.( have Gil
ngefa mixed |
Gerard. Gerard
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hope and assistance for parents
who wish to bring out their child's
unfapped talents.

Thought-provoking questions
are asked ond statements are
made about every aspect of o
child's educational- and
developmental stages. Even the
roles of parents and educators
are considered. One mind-
boggling statement made is that
20 percent of our schools’
dropouts are gifted.

Another interesting point is
that, many times, parents allow
cultural foctors to influence a
child’s ability to excel in other in-
terests. The program mokes o
firm statement that minority
parents cannot make excuses for
the child, who may be failing in
school or not performing up to his
potential. The major excuse that
many minority parents use is that
since they did not do well in
school and cannot help their child
with school work, of course their

Doctors” and played Captain
William “Buck” Rogers on “Buck
Rogers in the 25th Century.”
Rogers, though, has an im-
pressive list of regional theater,
repertory theater and Broadway
credits. His film credits include
roles in “Panic in Needle Park, "
“Pretty Poison” and “W. W. and
the Dixie Dance Kings.” Previous-
ly to joining “GL,” Rogers had
roles on “Search for Tomorrow”
and “The Doctors.” He is very
well remembered for his role as
the dastardly villain Ray Gardner
on “All My Children” several
vears ago. The actor is married
to actress Margaret Hill.

Q: | know that Jordan
Clarke, who plays Billy Lewis
on "Guiding Light,"’ appeared
in the soap before, but | can’t
remember the name of his
character. Can you tell me
who he played and how long
he was on before his current
role? — M. G., Falconer, N.Y.

A: Clarke appeared on "GL”
tfrom 1974-76 in the role ot Dr
Tim Ryan. He rejoined the cast in
1983 in the role of Billy Lewis

Q: | really admire the work
of Guy Mack, who plays

child will fail. But that cannot be
used as an excuse becouse
several educational prograoms
are mentioned for assisting
potentially bright children. One,
right here in the city, is The Johns
Hopkins University’'s "“Young
Students Program.”

Another controversial aspect
discussed are |.Q. tests and their
roles in a child's placement
within a school's curriculum.
Should they be the only
measurement tools used to
assess a child's abilities? Can
they predict other skills that o
child may possess?

“Great Expectations: Pro-
digies, Gifted Children and Your
Kid” is an excellent reference for
parents aond educators. It
answers many questions and ex-
plores many potential goals for
our children. To miss this pro-
gram and, possibly, ignore the
potentialities of your children
would be, as Carol Mills of

Patrick O'Connor on "General
Hospital,” and | wonder if you
con give me some facts about
him. — N. F., Harrisonburg,
VA.

A: Mack's “GL" role marked his
professional acting debut; he
joined the soap in 1985. He at-
tended the University of South
Florida in Tampa and graduated
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree in trumpet and a minor in
law. His original career aspira-
tion was to be a musician but an
injury to his lip ruined his musical
career. Mack then embarked on
an acting career. While living in
New York, Mack studied ot
Juilliard’'s Actors Studio, the
American Ensemble Theater and
the Roundabout Theater. When
he arrived in Los Angeles in 1983,
he began studying acting at the
Santa Monica Playhouse. A stint
as a waiter in a West Hollywood
restaurant led to his being spot-
ted by an ABC vice president of
casting. A couple months later he
joined "GH" as Patrick O'Connor.
The actor is single, lives in
Hollywood and enjoys writing
music and restoring old cars. He's
been involved with the American
Children's Theater for
years and is aftiliated with the

severol
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Levar Burton hosts GREAT EXPECTATIONS, an hour-long special
profiling extraordinary children.

Hopkin's “Young Students Pro-
gram” said, “...like having a fine
racehorse, and you bind that
horse’s legs, so that it can never
run. Its spirit will be broken, and
it will never run.”

Watch this program tonight on
Channel 13 ot 8 p.m. Learn how
to let your child “run.”

Barbara Walter's recent inter-
views with Richord Pryor and
Lionel Richie were, as | thought,
handled rather well. Not being o
Barbara Walters fan, | felt she
asked the kinds of questions the
viewers wanted to haove
answered.

What did tend to bother me, in
reference to Richard Pryor’s in-

Santa Monica Playhouse.
(Have a question about soap

operas? Write Kimberly Red-
mond at 200 Park Ave., Room

602, New York, NY 10166.

terview, was that she seemed

dismayed with the fact that Pryc
had settled down with a wife and
son. | had the distinct impression
that the stereotypes that som
whites have of black males were
in evidence.

Yes, Pryor has had a very con-
troversial life. But, as with most
everyone, we sometimes grow
wiser, as we grow older.

Lionel Richie's interview was
enlightening, and | marveled at
how some of his greatest hits
were conceived in the shower
ond other unlikely places.

Both gentlemen have, I'm sure,|

many more successes in store for
themselves in the future.

Runyeon of ‘ATWT sings and plays piano

Questions cannot be
answered personally but

those of general interest will
be answered In future

Paul Winfield (left) portrays a high school principal whose
students, including Paul (Reggie Johnson, center), find their
lives ruled by class differences when their teacher (Kale
Browne) conducts an experiment that arbitrarily assigns
them to three different social classes, in THE WAR BETWEEN
THE CLASSES, airing Tuesday, December 16 at 4 p.m. on CBS.
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