THE MANHATTANS
"Back To Basics'’' (Columbia)

Here's the 12th Columbia
album by the Manhattans, o
group that's beén together for
more than two decades. Their
latest album is titled “Back To
Basics.”

The group that currently in-
cludes Blue Lovett, Kenny Kelley,
Sonny Bivins and Gerald Alston
took their name from the popular
mixed drink, not from the
borough of New York, we are

reminded. It was way back in

1964 that they first signed with o
record label. The single “For The
Very First Time" became a local
New York hit, and later “| Wannao
Be (Your Everyithing)” became a
national pop and R&B hit.

In 1972 the group signed with
Columbia and released the
album "“There's No Me Without
You,” which included the single
of the same name. In 1974, "Don't
Take Your Love From Me"” made
the pop top 40.

In 1976, the album "The
Manhattans” went gold, and the
single “Kiss And Say Goodbye"
hit number one on the pop and
R&B charts. Their “Shining Star”
single hit the charts in 1980 and
won the group a Grammy for
Best R&B Vocal by a Group.

The group’'s last album was
1985's “Too Hot To Stop It,” which
included “You Send Me.”

The Manhattans have indeed
come "“Back To Basics” on their
latest album. The smooth vocal
harmonies and general warm
teeling associated with the
group’'s greatest hits are all over
this new LP.

The album begins with
‘Change Of Heart,” a track pro-
duced by Ronald Bell of Kool And
The Gang. For Manhattans fans,
an instant classic. On “Where Did
We Go Wrong?"” the Manhattans
introduce female vocalist Regina
Belle. Nice duet with Regina and
Gerald. Nice sax solo by Fernan-
do Harkles. Nice production by

The Manhattans

Bobby Womack. Nice song, nice
vocals, nice all around.

The album’s closer is “Neither
One Of Us (Wants To Be The First
To Say Goodbye),” a song which
was a pop hit for Gladys Knight
And The Pips. No surprises here,
it's done in classic Manhattans
style. These guys have the
"basics” down pat.

Other cuts: “All | Need,” "Back
Into The Night,” “Just Like You,"
“Maybe Tomorrow,"” “Don’t Look
In My Eyes.”

PEABO BRYSON
"Quiet Storm"’ (Elektra)

Well, what do you know? Mr.
Bryson's last album, “Take No
Prisoners,” contained mostly up-
tempo stuff, and that was o
change in direction for him. And

the album flopped. So now he's
back to ballads on his latest,
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tiguring his fans weren't ready
for his more rockin’ stuff.

If you ask me, the fact that the
tunes were uptempo wasn't the
only reason for the album’s poor
showing. There wasn't much dif-

Peabo Bryson

terence between the sound of
“Take No Prisoners” and the
hundreds of other pop-oriented
albums by black male vocalists
that were out at the time. And it
was only natural that mellow
music radio programmers, who
were used to getting requests for
Peabo’'s mellow stuff, were hesi-
tant to air Peabo's uptempo stuff
when it wasn't compatible with
the station's format.

So Peabo’'s learned a valuable
lesson and now brings us “Quiet
Storm.”” The album’s title
describes it perfectly. All of side
one is wonderful ear candy for
ballad lovers, and includes
“"Good Comination,” one of two
cuts here not written by Bryson
but has just a tad more spice than
the rest of the side even though
it sounds like one of the many
recordings by Luther Vandross,

Continued on page 5

V-103’s Top Twenty

1. Tasty Love

2. You'll Be lin'

3. Crazay

4. Rapture

5. Control

6. Stop To Love

7. Don't Think About It
8. Love Will Conquer All
9. Going To The Bank
10. Love You Down

11. lke's Rap/Hey Girl
12. Victory

13. Talk To Me

14. Unfaithful

15. Jimmy Lee

16. Once Bitten Twice Shy
17. I'm Chillin’

18. I'm Not Perfect

19. Misunderstanding
20. Sexy

Freddie Jackson
Run DMC

Jesse Johnson
Anita Baker
Janet Jackson
Luther Vandross
One Way

Lionel Richie
Commodores
RFTW

Isaac Hayes
Kool And The Gang
Chico Debarge
Full Force
Aretha Franklin
Vesta Williams
Kurtis Blow
Grace Jones
D-Train

Klymaxx

Jazz Foundation
hosts holiday affair

The year-old Jazz Heritage
Foundation of Baltimore, Inc. is
sponsoring a Holiday Cocktail Sip
on Sunday, December 7 from 3:00
to 6:00 p.m. at Ethel’s Place
(Preston and Cathedral Streets)
in the Mount Royal Cultural
District. The admission price is
$10 per person. Cash bar and
food are available; admission in-
cludes one complimentary
beverage.

The December 7 affair will
raise funds to support two ac-
tivities of the Foundation: The
December launching of the
publication of its jazz life’ style
newsletter and partial support of
its Black History Month program
for February 1987 showcasing
young jazz musicians from
Baltimore City public schools and
Maryland colleges and
universities.

Some of Baltimore's best
known jazz names are featured

performers with the Now's The
Time Band who include Andy En-
nis, tenor saxophone; Tommy
Williams, trumpet; Whit
Williams, baritone and alto sax-
ophones; Bob Butta, piano; Geoff
Harper, bass; and, Lennie Robin-
son on drums. Sheila Ford will be
the starring vocalist.

Travis Winkey and his famous
models will be displaying some
of his latest creations for the holi-
day audience.

The Jazz Heritage Foundation
of Baltimore, a non-profit,
cultural service organization, has
as its central purpose the intent
to call attention to the
uniqueness of Baltimoreans to
jozz—America’s singular art
torm-—and to garner public sup-
port for its preservation and con-
tinved popularity.

For more information call
448-1749 or 945-4376.
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For those of you who were fans
of WJZ's "Shakedown,” the late
night dance program which
featured some of the city's best
dancers, don't put those dancing
shoes away yet. You will be see-
ing “Shakedown” again.

|, recently, spoke to Jerry
Eaton, Program Manager of WJZ,
about the sudden demise of
“Shakedown.” According to Mr.
Eaton, the program will be back,
though there will be a few
changes made. Nothing is
definite, yet, but some ideas that
are being discussed include o
move from an 11:30 p.m. time
slot to 7 p.m. on Saturdays.

But don't look for it to remain
a regular weekly show.
Producers of the show are toying
with the idea of giving
‘Shakedown” the “special” status

- only airing it three or four

times a season, with a totally
new format.

When the plans for
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About TV

"Shakedown” became definite,
I'll let you know.

Some of the best black pro-
gramming on television, today,
owe their successes to those
talented black professionals
whose writing, directing and pro-
ducing expertise are performed
behind the scenes.

Two such persons are Matt
Williams, producer - writer for
NBC-TV's Emmy Award-winning
“The Cosby Show,"” and Christine
Houston, whose play “227,” win-
ner of the Lorraine Hansberry
Award, became the basis of the
NBC-TV comedy hit “227.” And
how did they get their start?

One program, which provides
talented persons with oppor-
tunities to develop their
theatrical skills in the finest col-
lege and university theater pro-
grams, is the American College
Theater Festival, a segment of
the Kennedy Center for Perform-
ing Arts. This year, NBC will pro-
vide o $450,000 grant and will
become the Festival's principal
sponsor. Their sponsorship will
help in producing future actors,
directors, designers, dancers,
musicians and writers for televi-
sion and all the performing arts.

Another first-run situation
comedy, starring young talented
black performers, has received a

prestigious nomination for an

NAACP Image Award, in the
category of Best Episode in a
Comedy Series or Special. The
episode nominated is “That Old
Gang of Mine.” In this episode,
the series’ stars, Ernest Thomas,
Haywood Nelson, Shirley Hem-
phill and Anne-Marie Johnson,

are featured in a story whose

theme is a humorous, yet
pointed, message about
neighborhood gang involvement.

The awards ceremony will be

held December 14th at the
Wiltern theatre in Los Angeles.

NBC's Kathi Fearne-Banks,
another media professional mak-
ing a name for herself, has been
honored with the title, “Woman
of the Year,” by the Los Angeles
Sentinel. She will receive her
award on Saturday, December
6th at the newspaper's Holiday
Fashion Bazaar at the Century
Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles.

Fearne-Banks is being award-
ed this honor for “finding time to
dedicate some of her life to ser-
vice - oriented organizations,
while working at a high-
poressure job.” She has served
as Vice - President of Funding of

Neighbors of Watts, a non-profit
organization that raises funds for
day care centers in south central
Los Angeles. In addition to her
volunteer work with the Delta
Sigma theta Sorority, she is actie
with the “Just Say No" Clubs,
formed to encourage children to
remain drug-free. As if that isn't
enough, on weekends she is o
volunteer parent to 14
youngsters who range in age
from 2 to 22.

Fearne-Banks joined the NBC-
TV pubcility department in 1969
and is, presently, responsible for
the publicity activities on such hit
series as "Amen” and “227" and
is the West Coast representative
for “The Cosby Show."

Speaking of “Amen,"” look for-
ward to seeing a full season of
that hit series starring Sherman
Hemsley and Clifton Davis. Bran-
don Tartikoff, President of NBC
Entertainment, has asked the
producers of this season’s hottest
new comedy hit to complete new
shows for the remainder of the
season—which, most assuredly,
means we'll see the "Deacon”
and the rest of the congregation
next season! |

For you tans of Carl Lumbly,
alias "“Detective Petrie’’ of
"Cagney and Lacey” fame, watch
for his character to be featured
on Monday, December 8th at
10:00 p.m. in WBAL, Channel 11,
He will be suspected of murder-
ing a man captured in a routine
arrest—a man who also may
have raped and murdered
Petrie's sister, 14 years ago. Be
sure to catch this one.

Another co-star of a dramatic
series will have his time to shine
behind and in front of the
camera, when we watch “St.
Elsewhere” on Wednesday,
December 10th, seen locally on
WMAR-TV, Channel 2. There,
WE'll see Eric Laneuville not only
playing his character, "Orderly
Hawkins,” but we'll be watching
Laneuville’'s directing expertise.
He will be directing the other
serie’'s regulars, in what could
become a future full-time
endeavor.

And for those of you whose
television appetite is filled by
Public Broadcasting stations,
WETA, Channel 26 in
Washington, D.C., is offering
several new and encore perfor-
mances to celebrate their 25th
year in television.

Tonight at 10 p.m. on the
"Great Performances” series,

BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN

catch “Sylvia Fine Kaye's Musical
Comedy Tonight IIl.” One of
Kaye's guest on this two-hour
special will be Patti LaBelle, per-
forming the songs of Jerome
Kern, George and Ira
Gershwin, Rogers and Hart, and
Irving Berlin. The program may

also be heard in stereo simulcast
on WETA FM/91.

You'll find "Harry Belafonte:
Don’t Stop the Carnival” on Mon-
day, December 8th at 10 p.m.
This special presents Belefonte in
an elaborate pop-folk-calypso
revue, which will include his
best-loved hit, “The Banana Boat
song (Day-0O)."

On Tuesday, December 9th at
11:00 p.m., the series “Sound-
stage”’ will present, in an encore
performance, that sexy, sultry,
sizzling superstar, Tina Turner in
a one-hour special, featuring
such favotires as David Bowie's
‘Cat People,” “"River Deep, Moun-
tain High,” and the Beatles’ "Get
Back.” This program also will be

simulcast on WETA FM/91.

No airing date has been set,
yet, but the multi - talented Lou
Gossett and veteran actor Woody
Strode are currently in production
in Lovisiana for a future two -
hour CBS dramatic special entitl-
ed, "A Gathering of Old Men."
This story will depict a group of
subservient old black men who
tind sudden courage when faced
with the need to defend a belov:
ed fellow black, accused of kill-
ing a white man. I'll keep you in-
tormed on the progress of this
powerful drama, which promises
to be a sure winner.

— Sounds

Continued from page 4
Freddie Jackson, or Peabo
himself.

A couple of more uptempo cuts
are on the LP, such as "“The
Higher You Climb,"” but the slow
songs dominate the album.
‘Catch 22," is one of Peabo's best
arrangements in a while.
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Chuck Maxx, Program Director

Now The 24 Hour
Power Station

1360 AM




