THEATRE

Encore Dinner Theatre

“Best of a Ditferent Burden”
will be the next producttion
presented at the Encore Dinner
Theatre of the Five Mile House.
The production will run on
Wednesdays only through
December 17. "Beast of a Dit-
ferent Burden” is o comedy
directed by Percy Thomas and
stars Kelly Ward, Carlton Cole-
man and Gordon Parks. Dinner
begins at 7 p.m. and the show
will begin at 8. Tickets are $16.
For further information, call
358-4655.

‘The Nutcracker Suite’

The dance department of the
Baltimore School of the Arts will
be presenting the “Nutcracker
Suite” now through December 7.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $3
for students and senior citizens.
All pertormances will be held in
the School For the Arts Schaeter
Ballroom. For tickets and other
information call 396-1185.

'‘Beauty and The Beast’

An American Premeire of
‘Beauty and the Beast” will take
place at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County
Theatre on Friday, December 5
and Wednesday, December 10
through Saturday, December 13.
Performances begin at 8 p.m. For
tickets and further information

concerning matinee times, call
455-2476.

‘A Raisin in the Sun’

The John F. Kennedy Center
tor the Performing Arts will ex-
tend the production of Lorraine
Hansberry's “A Raisin in the Sun”
starring Esther Rolle. The exten-
sion dates are December B8
through December 13. Evening
performances begin at 7:30, and
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matinees on Wednesday and
Saturday at 2 p.m. Fo' further in-
formation, call (202) 872-0466.

The Arena Players

“The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever” and "The Gift of the Magic”
will be Youtheather Productions
at the Arena Playhouse on
December 5 through 7 and
December 12 and 14. For exact
showtimes and dates as well as

ticket prices, call 728-6500.

Dundalk Community Theatre

The Dundalk Community
Theatre will be holding auditions
for the musical "Baby.”
Characters include three couples
in their 20's, 30's and 40's, plus a
number of secondary characters.
Actors are requested to bring o
prepared musical number. Audi-
tions will be held on Saturday,
December 6 from 1 to 3 p.m.;
Sunday, December 7 from | to 3
p.m. and Monday December 8
from7 to9p.m. in room 409. For
further information, call

922-5667 .

CONCERTS

Eubie Blake Recital Series

Five musical artists and groups
will appear in the Fall Recital
Series at the Eubie Blake Cultural
Arts Center, sponsored by the Ur-
ban Services  Cultural Arts
Program.

On Saturday, December 7 at 8
p.m., the Bob Smith Trio will be
performing. Donation is $4. For
further information, call
396-1300. All concerts take place
in the Center's Chamber Hall
located at 409 N. Charles Street.

Charm City-Community Choir

Tony Winston, winner of the
1986 Kentucky Fried Chicken
Gospel Competition, and the
Charm City Community Choir will
be ‘in concert on Sunday,
December 7 at the United
Petecostal Miracle Church,
located on Quantico Avenue.
Special guest include John

Highsmith, Carlos McEachern and-

Company, Ronald Muse ond
many more. For further informa-

tion, call 542-8529.

The Sine Nomine Singers

The Sine Nomine Singers of
Baltimore, John Marks, directing,
will be performing on Sunday,
December 7 at 4 p.m. at the Light
Street Presbyterian Church. They
will be featuring works by
Adriand Batten, Hans Leo Hassler
and Herbert Howells among
others. For further information,

call 433-8803. ,
SPECIAL EVENTS

Christmas Benefit Party
The HUB Organization will be
holding its Annual Christmas
Benefit Party on Wednesday,
December 17 at 7 p.m. at the
Forum. The admission is $7 and
one non-perishable food item or
toy. The proceeds and toys will
go to the AFRO-AMERICAN
Newspaper's Mrs. Santa Cam-
paign to assist needy families.
For turther information. call
945-2454.
Trojan Christmas Party
The Annual Trojan’s Christmas
Party for VSU alumni will be held
Saturday, December 6, at 9 p.m.
to 1 a.m. at the Pikesville Com-

munity Center, 40 East Sudbrook
Lane, Pikesville.
For further information and or

tickets, contact Janice Cromwell
at 383-8108,

Skatemobile
The outdoor roller skating pro-
gram, The Skatemobile, will be
traveling throughout Baltimore
City to various recreation centers
providing free instruction and

Peggy Payne stars as Lester —The-King's-Jester in the
Pumpkin Theatre Production of '"The Elves and the
Shoemaker."” Performances are December 5, 6, 7, 13
and 14, For more information call 467-6484 weekdays
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

roller skates to children of all
ages to be used at the site. The
skatemobile will be in operation
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

On Saturday, December 6, it
will be at the C.C. Jackson
Recreation Center located at 4910
Park Heights Avenue.

For turther information, call

On The Cover: ‘The Tap Dance

The Tony Award winning
musical “The Tap Dance Kid,"” will
open Tuesday, December 9th at
7:30 P.M. at the Morris A.
Mechanic Theatre and will play
through Sunday, January 4th,

Based on the Louise Fitzhugh
novel, “Nobody’s Family is Going
to Change” — a non-musical 1978
television adaptation won three
Emmy Awards — “The Tap Dance
Kid” bounded onto Broadway in
December, 1983 and won two
Tony Awards.

The Charles Blackwell book
has music by Henry
(“"Dreamgirls”) Krieger and lyrics
by Robert Lorick. Veteran Broad-
way choreographer Danny
Daniels (“High Spirits,” “Walking
Happy,” "Annie Get Your Gun"),
a two-time Emmy Award winner,
has reignited tap dancing on
Broadway with some of the most

inspired, electric terpsicore ever
conceived for the stage, winning
the 1984 Tony Award for his
efforts.

With Eugene Fleming,
recreating his starring role as
Dipsey, and 13-year-old Hassoun
Tatum who made his Broadway
debut in the title role as Willie,
“The Tap Dance Kid" is the story
of a stern parent imposing his
disciplines on the boundless
talent and unscholarly ambition
of a child. “The Kid” wants to
become a tap dancer — and is
encouraged by his uncle; the
father, having overcome signifi-
cant odds to become a pro-
sperous, upper middle-classat-
torney, wants more for his son.

But it is the dance and the music

and the movement which
catapault “The Tap Dance Kid"” in-
to one of the season’'s most
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entertainment events.

Gary Chapman, a Broadway
veteran of "Sophisticated
Ladies,” "“Big Deal” and "“Dan-
cin",” portrays “Daddy Bates,”
Willie's famous tap-dancing
Grandfather. Chuck Cooper,
whose credits include “Eubie”
and “Amen Corner,” is Willie's
successful father, and Mennie
Nelson, who was also recently
seen on Broadway in Bob Fosse's
‘Big Deal,” plays Emma, Willie's
talented sister.

“The Tap Dance Kid” is a
Mechanic Theatre Subscription

attraction beginning Tuesday,
December 9th at 7:30 p.m. Per-
formances thereafter are Tues-
day through Saturday evenings ot
8:00 p.m.; Monday, December
22nd and 29th at 8:00 p.m.:

matinees on Wednesdays and

396-4891.

To have your event listed, send
information at least 2 weeks in
advance to:

Happenings This Week
c/0 AFRO'AMER’CAN
Newspapers
628 N. Eutaw St.
Balto., MD 21201

Kid’

Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.; Sunday
matinees at 3:00 p.m. and a Sun-
day evening performance on
December 28th at 7:30 p.m.
There will be no performances on
Monday, December 15th;
Wednesday, December 24th and

Thursday, January 1st.

Tickets for “The Tap Dance Kid"
are available in person at the
Mechanic Theatre Box Office
(Hopkins Plaza) or may be charg-
ed by phone to a major credit
card by calling TeleCharge at
(301) 625-1400. (Toll-free
TeleCharge is available for out-
of-state theatregoers by calling
1-800-638-2444.) Groups of twen-

ty or more should call (301)
625-4230.

For additional information,
please call (301) 625-1400.

Friday Plus, December 5, 1986

Seems like it's either feast or
famine, for Sunday there are
three jazz events occurring at ex-
actly the same time.

The Jazz Heritage Foundation
hosts a fund-raiding cocktail sip,
3 to 6 p.m. at Ethel's Place,
featuring the Now is the Time
Band.

The group consists of Tommy
Williams, trumpet; Whit
Williams, reeds; Bob Butte,
piano; Geolf Harper, bass and
Lennie Robinson, bass.

Joining the group for this ses-
sion will be Andy Ennis, tenor
sax, and Shella Ford, vocalist.
Naturally, it is expected that
some of Baltimore's top musi-
cians will drop by and perhaps sit
in.

The event is to raise funds for
the Foundation’s activities, in-
cluding the lounching of o jazz
lifestyle newsletter, “Jazz Circuit
East,” as well as preparations for
a Black History Month program
showcasing young musicians
from Baltimore's public schools
and area colleges and
universities.

Further information, 448-1749.

Over at the Baltimore Museum
of Art, Res Musica presents Ruby
Glover, vocalist, and Charlie
Covington, pianist, in recital
beginning at 3 p.m., Sunday
December 7.

It's a part of the continuing
series introducing Jazz Svites, o
jazz preservation operation

.. .AND ALL THAT JAZZ

headed up by Ruby, whose
primary function is to keep the
music alive. |

On the MPT program
Weeknight Alive, Ruby and
Charlie are appearing tonight
(Friday) at 7 p.m., Channel 22/67,
to help explain the Jazz Suites
concept and give a preview of the
upcoming concert.
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Finally, the Buck Hill Quartet
will appear at the Montpelier
Jazz Series at 3 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 7, at the Montpelier Cultural
Arts Center in Lourel, MD.

With Buck will be Carroll
Dashiell, bass; Jon Ozment,
piano, and Warren Shadd,
drums.

Must confess we haven’'t been
to the center, and actually know
very little about it, but there’s an
interesting series — the Buck Hill
concert completes the trilogy
which had the Art Monroe Trio,

and the Abdu-Rashid Yahyea
Quintet among its participants.

Address for the center is 12826

Laurel-Bowie Rd. For more infor-

mation, 953-1993.

* W =

Over at the Jazz Closet this
weekend, the Bob Butte

Quintet is the featured attroc-

tion, with Bob on piano, of
course; Tommy Williams,
trumpet, Geoff Harper, bass;
Steve Williams, drums, and o
tenor sax player out of D.C.

Naturally had to ask them
when Gary Bartzx would be
returning, and they were op-
timistic that it would be soon. Ac-
tually, he was due back this
week, but there was a possible
booking in Switzerland for two
weeks, so haven’t got the final
word on this.

Do remember however, that
Gary always spends the
Christmas holidays at home, so
do expect him back on the scene
before the end of the month. Will
keep checking on this.

Was chatting with Duke Mar-
tin, who hastens to assure
everyone that indeed he is still in
business, and making positive

‘Nutcracker’ to open at Lyric

The Washington Ballet's pro-
duction of Tchaikovsky's "“The
Nutcracker’’ opens Thursday
evening Dec. 11, followed by five
performances through December
14 at the Lyric Opera House, Mt.
Royal Avenue.

Tickets priced from $6.50 to

$26.50, including discounts for

children 12 and under, are now
available ot all Ticket Center
outlets.

The Baltimore Symphony Or-
chestra, conducted by William
Hudson, Music Director of the
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, will
accompany The Washington
Ballet.

Come and Enjoy!

Sunday Brunch

&
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MANOR CLUB

Each Week — Noon to 4 p.m.
Members $8.95 plus tax
Guests $10.95 plus tax

Wednesday Buffet

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

s 5 095 plus tax No Reservations Required
Featuring: Fried Chicken, Fish, Vegetables
iced Tea * Coffee

The Social Hour
Every Friday 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

THE MANOR CLUB

1800 N. Eutaw PI.

Baltimore, MD.

For More Information Call; 728-5‘00

Friday Plus, December 5, 1986

The Washington Ballet's pro-
duction of “The Nutcracker” with
choreography by Artistic Direc-
tor, Mary Day, and Martin
Buckner, is a family tradition.
This best-loved holiday story
brings together company

members in the principal roles
advanced students from The
Washington School of the Ballet
and children and adults from the

community.

Featured in the role of “Clara”
will be Amy Janowsky and Genia
Orner reprising her role from last
year. Mrs. Donald (Kenny)
MacKenzie will again appear as
“The Grandmother” at one
performance.

For Group Sales, call 225-3131.
For all other ticket sales, contact
Ticket Center at 792-4001 or
1-800-448-9009, 10a.m. - 10 p.m.
daily, or go to one of Ticket
Center’'s many convenient outlets
including all Hecht's, the
Baltimore Box Office (Pier 4) and
the Civic Center. There is o ser-
vice charge for each Ticket
Center ticket sale.

Tickets will be on sale at the
Lyric Opera House one hour
before each performance.
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plans to better serve the
community.

You can expect to see a bigger
emphasis on nightclub activities,
and there is a definite push to
emphasize the lunchtime
facilities. The restaurant will be
open for lunch every day, with o
toptlight menu, and reasonable
prices.

Duke is making plans for an
elaborate New Year's Eve
celebration.  We'll ‘have more
details on this as the time

approaches.

Finally got the New Year's Eve
rundown for Ethel’s Place, which
as we soid previously, will not be
telecasting from the club this
year. (PBS will be carrying an
opera, so we hear).

Checked the schedule of MPT,
and they will not be carrying the
PBS network. Instead, they will
be running some taped programs
including “On Stage at Wolftrap,”
with Oscar Peterson and Ella

Fitzgerald;

At 10:50, they present
“Newport Jazz '86,” which was
taped at Newport this year, and
features Michael Franks,
Stanley Jordan and Natalie
Cole.

But, the exquisite live jozz per-
formance we enjoyed last year
from Ethel’s Place will not be on
the tube this year, but live jozz
will be on hand at the club.

Featured artist for the New
Year's Celebration is — Ethel
and her group, including Charlie
Covington. And, it wouldn't sur-
prise me one whit to see some
topflight musicians who happen
to be in town, dropping by.

There will be three seatings for
dinner on that night, but the ma-
jor one will include an open bar,
raw bar, complete 5-course din-
ner and show, with champagne
and all the trappings.

It all begins at 8 p.m., and will
continue until closing time, with
about a 3-hour live show. Tab is
$87 per, and includes everything.
More later.

1717 North Charles Street
Baltimore. Maryland
LION 962-1444

Gala New Year's
Eve Atffair

GODFREY'S

with

THE MANHATTANS

and a Special Guest

December 31, 1986
For Two Shows
11:00 P.M. & 2:30 A.M.

Doors Open at 9 p.m.
Advance Tickets $20°°

Tickets on Sale at:
Modern Music-Mondawmin
and at Godfrey's

For Ticket Information Call

962-1444




