Black America is outraged. Out-
mmmwmm
re to minorities quoted in major
newspapers around the world and
attributed to Japan's Prime Minister
Yasuhiro Nakasone, stating that the
presence of Black Americans, Puerto
Rican Americans and Mexican
Americans makes our country “intel-

lectually” inferior to Japan, a society

of one race.

HEIGHT OF ARROGANCE

Other

officials have also

been guiity recently of making equally
seif-serving, insensitive, and in this
instance, racist. remarks for which

Mr. Nakasone has been called upon to

apologize.
And

apologize he has. But rhetoric

aside, we believe that greater issues
need to be addressed.

LEST YOU FORGET

Immediately after World War (1, it
was the Black Gis, in the
US Army, stationed in ma.
Kobe, Nara, Gifu, and many. many
other cities who adopted hospitals,

O

schools, and the homeless.

We fed your people and clothed them,
by whatever means possible. We hired
and trained Japanese civilans soas to
give them some Income. Many Japa-
nese survived—because of us.

THE DEPTHS OF IGNORANCE

Mr. Nakasone's remarks attack the
very fiber that makes America great.
To imply—in any way—that a nation
comprised of one people is somehow
“better” than one comprised of many
smacks of the worst kind of “master

racism.”

The world has heard this before.
We will not tolerate it again.

A NATION OF MINORITIES
AND PROUDOF IT

The people of the United States
have just spent a summer celebrating
the restoration of the Statue of Liberty,
the symbol of our uniqueness as a
nation whose citizens, including mil-
lions of Japanese Americans,
contribute to the cultural, political,
social and economic diversity that
makes us strong,
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WE'RE 8200 BILLION STRONG
Black Americans have often been

portrayed negatively in Japan, with
the use of the crudest stereotypes.
And Japan's primary experience with
us has been as consumers. For despite
the tired, poor and homeless among
us, we 27 million Black men, women
and children command a disposabile
income of over $200 billion annually.
Looked at in terms of a Gross National
Product. that makes us the ninth
country in the world. Compa-

to Brazil, larger than Australia,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany. India
and Mexico.

AND SPEAKING OF ECONOMICS

Approximately S7 billion of that
income goes for the purchase of Japa-
nese-made goods and services, from
leading manufacturers, from cars to
clothes. However, little, If any. of that
patronage has been the result of a
direct invitation from Japanese manu-
facturers.

Little profit from those sales has
benefitted either Black distributors,

This must stop. As a result of a new,

economic reciprocity between the
Black community and Japanese man-
ufacturers. Or by more selective, dis-

cretionary buying by Black
consumers.

A CHANGE IS IN THE MAKING

Japan and the Japanese people
must reach out for greater under-
standing of Black peopie and institu-
tions in America. it is commonly
believed that the Japanese intolerance
for differences is rooted in that na-
tion's isolation from people of different

h-::ﬁ:mthorcu!um
isolation leads to mispercep-
tion and erroneous conclusions. And

yes, perhaps America's own historical
view of minorities has added to those
misperceptions. Indeed, during World
War ll, our own Americans
suffered from this of thinking,
that and those
attitudes been to the

and development of America.
lack America seeks new opportuni-
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ties to achieve understanding through
cultural exchanges, educational pro-
grams, partnerships between Black
institutions of higher education and

Japanese universities.

Economic parity and under -

standing .

We shall not settle for less.

LETSSPEAK OUT ASONE
If you, too, share this same sense ol
outrage, send this ad or your own
letter to each of the following:
Ambassador Nobuo Matsunaga

Embassy of Japan, Washington, DC
2420 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20008

Chamber of Commerce

M5 West 57th Street

New York. New York 10019

Chairman

Congressional Black Caucus

House Annex, Number 2

Washington. DC 20515

Your Congressperson or Senator
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The sanctions imposed against South Afr a make #l:ler for
the 4-million minority to deny'® G cights ﬁ?*‘r‘#‘ } majori-
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don’'t want their tax monies belf :!* d U }h JOrt a system whose
time is running out. And when that time comes, h pefu|ly the sanc-
tions will have helped to make R"H‘ in spite of the Reagan
Administration, the people of the miﬁ'ates sided with the op-

pressed in South Africa, not the oppressor.
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n 1972, 90 percent of women's teams were coached by women

while only 50.6 percent are in 1986. Today women's college

athletic programs are led by women in only |5 percent of the
cases compared to 90 percent prior to Title IX. Duquesne’s Eileen
Livingston is our nation’s only female athletic director of both men
and women's programs at a Division | college. At the pro level, The
Women's International Tennis Associacion and the Ladies Profes-
sional Golf Association are both run by men.

A menacing shadow threatening the future of women's sport has
been a successful lawsuit brought by Grove City (PA) College. It
refused to comply with Title IX since its athletic program, like most
others, receives no direct federal funding. In February of 1984 the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that only programs specifically receiving
federal funds must comply. Since the Grove City decision, the Of-
fice of Civil Rights of the Department of Education has pulled back
on 64 cases of discrimination against women citing such abuses as
differentials in scholarships, number of teams, facilities, coaching,
funding, travel, per diems, and support services. The future of
women in sport in high school and college without Title IX is very
cloudy.

The only apparent hope to reverse the Grove City decision is
the proposed Civil Rights Restoration Act. This act would restore
the clout that Congress intended for Title IX. The Women's Sports
Foundation and other organizations are helping to rally support for
the Act so that women can march into their rightful places, not
only on the playing fields but also in the offices of head coach and
athletic director. They deserve our support. B

need to feel good about who we are, and what we

THE LAST WORD =

BY CARLA BURNS

Lapchick, Richard E.
with Malekoff, Robert

ON THE MARK
Putting The Student Back in Student Athlete

Lexington Books, $9.95

ow many times have we heard our children express the desire

and intention of becoming college and professional athletes’

They make these plans without knowing the harsh realities
which pave the road to college and professional stardom and they
are also ignorant of the overwhelming odds against their ever mak-
ing it to the pros. Richard Lapchick, Director of the Center for
the Study of Sport in Society at Northwestern University, has written
a guide which points out the dangers and common traps involved
in pursuing a college or professional athletic career.

His book injects a solid dose of realism into pipe-dream aspira-
tions when he begins by citing the odds, that only one in fifty high
school athletes will get a chance to continue team play in college
and only one in 12,000 will make it to the pros. Lapchick continues
witha welldaid-out plan which can be used to avoid many of the prob-
lems he discusses. What he has to say is made more digestible because
he uses the firsthand experiences of some of America’s finest athletes
to illustrate his points. He discusses choosing the right school, and
the chapters on recruiting, gambling and drug abuse are particularly
helpful and descriptive. There is also a ""Help'’ section which offers
help with study skills, college guides, financial aid, sample letters to
be used in contacting college coaches and listings of useful agencies
and organizations.

The most important aspect of the book is its underlying philosophy
which emphasizes academic achievemenc as the purpose for college,
specifically, that athletics as part of a college program can be justified
only as long as they provide competition for young men and women,
encourage sportsmanship and socialization, and enhance the educa-
tional process.

On the whole, Lapchick's book provides an excellent overview
for parents and student athletes. It woulc also make a good reference

book for high school coaches, teachers and guidance counselors. |}

CARLA M. BURNS s a Free Lance Writer in New York City
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