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Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker: genius

with a special mission

By Pinnie L. Ross

“How can you be selective
about the authority of scripture if
you are going to obey part of it
and not pay attention to another
vital part?’”’ asked the Rev.
Wyatt Tee Walker, senior
minister of the Canaan Baptist
Churchof Christ in Harlem, NY.

Rev. Walker was in the
Baltimore-Washington area
recently and conducted a four-
night revival on ‘“Stewardship
and Tithing’’ at St. John Baptist
Chuch in Columbia, MD.

Rev. Walker stood before a
capacity audience including 16
ministers who came to hear this
specialist speak about tithing.

“Any Christian who does not
tithe is a thief. If you claim salva-
tion to Jesus Christ, it is your du-
ty to bring tithes and offering to
the Lord’s House,”’ he said.

he gave numerous references
to tithing from the Books of
Leviticus, Deuteronomy and
Numbers.

The three basics for tithing, ac-
cording to Rev. Walker, are
spiritual, practical and econmic.
“Commit yourself to the tithing
principle,”” he said with a
dramatic flair. “It’s a decision of
the heart, not the head.

“If God gets your heart, he ¢an
get your money, and conversely,
If God doesn’t have your money,
he doesn’t have your heart.”

I have labeled Rev. Walker a
Christian Stewardship Specialist.
So have his colleagues around the
country.

While a senior at Virginia
Union University Graduate
School of Religion, Rev. Walker
decided to give the Lord 10 per-
cent of whatever he earned.

There at Virginia Union he
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Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker extols
practice of tithing.

discovered the scripture basis for
tithing.

For 22 years, Rev. Walker has
been Senior Minister at Canaan
Baptist Church in Harlem, NY . a
church located in one of the most
economically depressed com-
munities in America. Rev.
Walker says ““it’s not a middle
class. congregation, but a
membership of marginal in-
come,’’ but his congregations had
the faith and believed in their
minister.

Canaan has a membership of
2300, and more than 1900 are
registered as tithers who pay 10
percent of their take home pay on
a weekly basis. ‘“Whenever our
Sunday offering drops below
$14,000 we have had a bad Sun-
day,” he said.

Canaan has many significant
social outreach programs that
are in operation at the present
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time. The nationally known
minister feels that without the
financing base of the tithing
system these programs would
perhaps not have been possible.

Canaan has a housing develop-
ment company with more than
$30 million of housing completed
and occupied with another rehab
development designated, and still
another one to open in January.

For 11 years it operated in
cooperation with a large agency,
a drug rehabilitation center, a
Canaan crisis center that suc-
cessfully serves 5,000 teenage
drug addicts, and a full service
senior citizens center that
employs 35 full time workers.

Canaan has more than 60 per-
sons employed under the um-
brella, serving a community that
sorely needs these services.

The church operates a federal
credit union with a capitalization
of $400,000. There is a full range
of youth activities — a learning
center, a counseling service, and
a partnership for the homeless.
In my interview with Rev.
Walker, he stated that they have
five full-time ministers that serve
his congregation.

With that track record at Ca-
naan Baptist Church, won’t you
agree that Rev. Dr. Wyatt Tee
Walker is an expert in many
areas, but surely in the area of
Christian Stewardship?

Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker is an in-
ternationally known minister,
civil rights activist, teacher and
author of eight books. His latest
book is “‘Road to Damascus,” the
startling release of Lit. Robert O.
Goodman.

He 1s a graduate of Virginia
Union, B.S. in 1950; Master of
Divinity in 1953; and holds an
earned Doctorate Degree in
Black Studies from Colgate
Rochester Divinity School.

Rev. Walker is an energetic

businessman as well as a pastor.
He is chairman aof the haard o
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Providence Baptist Church, Pennsylvania and
Lafayette Avenues, held a ‘*‘Burning of the Second
Mortgage” service on Nov. 23. Participating in the
ceremonies were (L to R) Deacon Frank Chare;

Luther King era more than it had
in generations — there were
more pronounced influences,.
which means the expectations of
people were high and we had a
more enlightened clergy than we
had in the last generation.

As he gave a warm smile talk-
Ing about Daddy King, Martin
Luther King’s father, ‘“Daddy
King said before he died that Ca-
naan was the best example of
stewardshp in the Baptist

Familv.” |
When Dr. King burst upon the

national scene of the
Montgomery bus protest, Rev.
Walker became his Disciple in
Virginia, and later was put on the
board of Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. ‘‘My ego
satisfaction is doing a job well. 1
never worry about who gets the
credit.”” He feels that is the clue
to his personality.

How well do we remember ear-
ly 1n 1984 when Rev. Jesse
Jackson traveled to Syria for the
release of Lt. Robert O. Good-
man. Among a few on the mission
was Walker, who was chosen by
Rev. Jackson to be chief of pro-
tocol for the mission.

He announced it when there
was a six hour stop in Frankfurt,
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oon and leftitallto D 4 IKF

the Bruce

Music Notes
Springsteen live album package,

same ones who are glad that this
As we expected,
Bruce Springsteen And The E

record isn't “non stop.”

" On
timbalis

congas and drums
go-go force, moving

Experience Unlimited

“Sho Nuff Bum-
The Theme From

New York Comes To
Boogie — Live Medley" and side

two features

i

Escape From Del Go-Go.
each track, guitars,

trombones.

pin" “ and
are in full

tains

“She (I
“"Black

“Addiction.”
true go-go, you

"A Better Way,"
Favor,”

o experience
have to hear it liv

Other cuts:

Do Yourself A
"E.U. Live — 2 Places At The

“Tonite,” “Burn You Up,"
EXPERIENCE UNLIMITED
Same Time'' (Island)

Can’t Resist),”
In America.”

gree

t sort
is like an

“but |

thought that you might find the

quote interesting.

hope

“Shockadelica” will be tha

of record.”

great.

— e

A TOTAL SERVICE SALON

“Shockadelica”

———— S

You may not personally a

thot

song was
early Motown record, or that

every song on it is “great,

9

ys.
There weren't just two

idea was to make an album

About the album Jesse sa

NOVEMBER 29, 1986

Band Live/1975-1985"

debuts at number one on the

album charts this week

Street

e. The next best
thing is an album like this, b

of

Mrs. Edna O. Campbell; Mr. Wilton Moore; Mrs.
Bessie Wood; Mr. William Bernard; Mrs. Mattie
Washington; Mr. Andre Reid; and Rev. Marcus
G. Wood, pastor of Providence.

Metro Church Briefs

Annual Day at Macedonia
The Senior Choir members of Macedonia Baptist Chureh, Fremont
and Lafayette Avenues will be holding their Annual Day on Sunday,

Dec. 7.
The theme for this occasion is ‘‘Let Every Christian Tongue Pro-

claim the Joyful Sound” —-Psalm 147:1.

During the 11 a.m. worship service, Rev. Mark Saunders’ assis-
tant minister of New Psalmist Baptist Church will be guest speaker.
Al 3:30 p.m. there will be a musical program featuring outstanding
groups in the Baltimore area.

The public is invited.

Revival at New Psalmist

The New Psalmist Baptist Church, Cathedral and Franklin Streets.
invites the public to its Revival beginning Monday, Dec. 1 through
Friday, Dec. 5. Services will begin each night at 6:30 with devotions :
then from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., the choirs of the church will sing.

Guest preacher will be Rev. Dr. Charles E. Booth, pastor of the
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church in Columbus, OH. For further information.

call the church at 837-4616.
A Christmas Concert
The St. Mary’s Seminary Choir, directed by Chapman Gonzalez,
will perform its annual Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 4
p.m. In the seminary chapel.
The choir and Schola will be accompanied by members of the

Baltimore Chamber Orchestra. The choir will be singing some tradi-
tional secular and religious Christmas songs such as ‘‘Little Drum-

mer Boy’ and ‘‘Carol of the Bells,” plus a newly commissioned har-
monization of Howard Hughes’ “Psalm 96 written for the St. Mary'’s

Seminary Choir. |
The Schola will be performing “‘E’en So, Lord, Jesus Quickly Come”’

and other selections. | | |
There is no admission charge. St. Mary’s Seminar and University
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