's second annual Academy Awards

YOU KNOW BECAUSE YOU READ THE .AFBO
DON GILLUMS, promoter of the Metropolitan Modeling Troupe and
Entertainers poses with Janice Christy, recording artist, during
preparation for the group
program.
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Meanderings and

Meditation

In last week's column, brief
mention was made of Stevie
Wonder's visit to Baltimore and
his hectic schedule for just one
day. Questions have been flying
all week about why he went to
this place, but not that, or spent
this amount of time here, but not
there.

One has to remember that o
superstar such as Mr. Wonder
has many, many people,
organizations and businesses re-
questing his time and favor and
it's physically impossible for him
to fulfill them all. He employs
what’s known as an advance man
to precede his visit to a city and
make all of the necessary or-
rangements for him to meet with
local officials and sponsors of his
concert and plan a certain
amount of socializing for himself
and members of his entourage.

This reporter was fortunate to
be included in meetings with
Stevie's advance man — Ron
Allen — through the efforts of
Chokea Carter, who was the con-
tact person between Mr. Allen
ond Baltimore.

Our first meeting was held at
The MANOR CLUB two days
before $tevie wos 1o arrive and
included Mr. Allen, Miss Carter,
Manor Club co-owner Sandre
Dobsen, photographer Donmie
Green and myself.

Ron Allen knew just what he
wanted: a celebrity welcome for
Mr. Wonder, public appearances
at charitable or cultural events,
and a visit 10 a city school. He
wanted to do this because of the

superstar’s belief that while he
was in a predominately black
populated city, he should (and
wanted) to make direct contact
with its people — especially its
youth.

When The MANOR CLUB
owners offered to be of service
during the two-day visit, Mr.
Allen thought THE CLUB would be
the perfect place for a late night
reception following the Thursday
night concert. Would the owner
mind? They were delighted and
plans were underway !
Following a tour of The Club's
ftacilities, Allen, Carter, Green
and | proceeded to the home of
Clarence "Du" Burns' aide,
Marie Henderson to map out
the city's participation in the ac-
tivities. Ron Allen then went back
to Philadelphia to long distance
the suggested plans to Mr.
Wonder and his manager Ira

Tucker.)

In the next day and o half,
plans changed countless times.
One school was out, the other
was in; the reception wos
scheduled first on Thursday, then
on Wednesday, and then for both
days. A youth rolly was on, the
next moment off, while everyone
who heard of Nis limited
availability wanted o piece of his
time.

By this time, everyone on our
small committee was truly
frazzled and dozed. Although
changes were being made left
and right, we always believed

that Stevie Wonder would do

exactly what he promised to do.

It was simply very difficult to

know what that was because of
the increasing number of people
involved and the constant
juggling of how to get everything
done and still leave the singer
time to sleep.

But we kept the faith. Chaka
Carter and Donnie Green are
to be commended for all of their
eftorts because finally, he was
here and the day was great for
him and for Baltimore.

Of course, he didn't arrive
anywhere at the scheduled time!
Everywhere he went there were
awards and words of apprecia-
tion, momentos and music.

In fact, he was scheduled to ar-
rive at The MANOR CLUB at 9
p.m. but couldn’t get away from
The Power Plant (a concert spon-
sor) until 1:45 a.m.

Guests at THE CLUB stayed and
stayed waiting for the maestro to
come. Although some wondered
whether or not he would actual-
ly be there, everyone went
ahead with the party anyway.

We watched a video of

Motown's 25th Anniversary spe-
cial, laughed aond talked, sang

songs around the piano, drank
and enjoyed a delicious buffet
prepared by Chef Chambers ond
co-owner Ernest Jones.

Some people started to reluc-
tantly drift out at midnight and
most guest were gone by 1:30
a.m. (after all, Thursday was a
work day) but, before the last 25
guests could pull off in their cors,
down the street come the
limousine and the cry went up,
“Here he comes! It's Stevie!"”

The next hour was o dream
come true. Although extremely
tired, the gracious Mr. Wonder

chatted with guests, posed for

pictures with everyone, and
finally had a few minutes of pure
relaxation. Then he was off for a
few hours’ sleep before having to
begin another equally long day
on Thursday.

(Photo by Donnie Green)

Manor Club owner Sandra Dobson welcomes Stevie Won-
der to a late night reception at the Manor Club on Eutaw

St.

before. The guests, however,
were not quite as lucky: Mr.
Wonder was tired and needed

rest belore leaving ot 10a.m. the
next morning for another gruel-
ing day before his concert ot
Hompton, Va.(a five hour ride).

Whew! Just recalling ond
writing about o few segments of
that brief visit tired me out! One
can imagine what living through
it was like for Wonder and his
staff.

| have heard “grumblings”
from people who felt they were
left out or didn't receive their

“fair share” of his time, but, we
were just thrilled and honored
that he chose to spend some time
with us o The MANOR CLUB. Me
could have gone anywhere and
done anything he wonted and we
couldn’t be more satisfied. Whaot
a day in the life. 2
Thonk‘ fo “.l M. .‘t Don-
'nie, Sandi, Ernie, Roy, Reggie,
and especiolly the man himself,
Mr. Stevie Wonder. It was on
experience we will never forget.
P.S. The concert was fantastic.
>ee Poula Brooks' review
elsewhere in Friday Plus.
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This is a once a year modelin
competition for both amateur a

semi-professional
The Academy Awards was

Featuring models and enter-

The Metropolitan Modeling
Troupe and Entertainers Secon

Annual Academy Awards will

take place this Sunda
kicked off last Sunday at New p.m., Sunday night.

titles for 1986. Model of the Year
Director of the Year and Model-

The New Gatsbys of Charles St.
Ing Troupe of the Year are
few titles of the 40 to be

And The Metro

downtown'’s fabulous Inner Har-
Association.

bor, Sheraton Hotel from 5

until 9:30 p.m.
Washington and the Vir

tainers

darea

sor
trou

some of the lucky MANOR
CLUB guests were: Pam Jenkins
Dobson, Janice Forrest and son
Bryon, Irving end Clarice
Phillips, brothers Mason and
Marvin Guthrie, co-owners'
son, Ernest Jones, Jr., Jockie
Blake, Bill Branch, JoAnn Mor-
ton, Don Waddy, Darryl Kin-
non, AFRO secretary Angela
Alexander and her mother
Elizabeth, AFRO Account Ex-
ecutive India Artis, WJZ's
Harold Anthony, Leon ond
Eleanor Brown, Dr. Lenore
Caldwell, Fred ond Beverly .
Douglas, Fred Grant, Kay o
Davis, Jerry Lymas, Robert
Matthews, IV, Councilman and
Mrs. Nathaniel McFadden,
Alan Meacham, C & P's Carl
Smith, V-103's Reggie Thomas,
and Lewis Marshall.

Thursday night's reception,

sponsored by Roy Sempson and
Reggle Thomas of V-103, was

equally as fabulous as the night

NEED A MAID?

First Class Professional Maid
Service

“an effortless way to clean”

Come and Enjoy!

Sunday Brunch

Each Week — Noon to 4 p.m.
Members $8.95 plus tax
Guests $10.95 plus tax
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Wednesday Buffet

11:30 a.m. 1o 2 p.m.

* Reasonable Rates
* Gift Certificates
Furnish Supplies
Free Estimates

THANKSGIVINC

DINNER THEATRE
y Day wa

Ms. Belva Scott, a second
winner in the TV Channel 2
Playwriters Contest.
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The popular singing group has
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prepare a musical
More news about Ms. Va
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ss 0’5 plus tax No Reservations Required
Featuring: Fried Chicken, Fish, Vegetables
iced Tea * Coffee

The Social Hour
Every Friday 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

THE MANOR CLUB
1800 N. Eutaw Pl. Baltimore., MD.

For More Information Call: 728-5100
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SINGLE. PARENTING

You Deserve A Break Today!
Call

466-2560
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, @ magic Christmas tree,
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During the evening’'s gaiety
and fun, Grand Master Samuel T.

The Eddie Goff and Johnn
Daniels, b

Polite musical

The sit-down dinner menu con-
adjoinin

sisted of stuffed chicken b

corners of the State of Maryland
string beans, sweet

attended the black tie affair.

estimated 750 Masons from all
Most of them dressed in tails.

striped pants and vests and were
officers of the various Masonic

Lodges.

Boy.”” Guests were also enter-
Canary’’ of the Prince Hall
CITIZENS CELEBRATING

tained with several solos s

elegant social events of the
Earl O’Mara,

Season.

Trustees Ball held at Blue Crest
North on Reisterstown Rd. An

and all the trimmi
his usual rendition of
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at the’ community College of happiness.
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