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! noticed something quite

unusuol the other day as | glanc-
ed through the press releases on-
nouneing wupcoming April
specials. Maybe unusual is the
wrong word (too misleading),
“disappointing” describes the
situation in a nutshell.

NBC will gir the third annual
THE TELEVISION ACADEMY MHALL

OF FAME special on Monday,
April 21 at 9 p.m. During this two-

hour extravaganzo, Steve Allen,”

Fred Coe, Walt Disney, Jackie
Gleason, Mary Tyler Moore,
Frank Stanton and Burr Tillstrom
will be officially inducted into
TV's prestigious “MHall of Fame".

Now listen closely viewers -
Participating os segment nar-
rafors ond presenters are Ed
Asner, Patty Duke, Jim Henson,
David Leftermon, Audrey
Meadows, Diane Saowyer, and
Dick Van Dyke.

Also appearing are Dayton
Allen, Bil Baird, Bill Dona, Milton
Berle, John Condy, Gabe Dell,
Jomes Farentin®, Valerie Marper,
Pat Harrington, Richard Hunt,
Ted Knight, Don Knotts, Cloris
Leachman, Michele Lee, Shari
Lewis, Gavin Mcleod, Audrey
Meadows, Louis Nye, Frank Oz,
Tom Poston, Gene Rayburn, Carl
Reiner, Bob Smith, and Betty
White.

That wraopped up the list of
participating stars of press time.
A question stands as my
‘emperature rises. Where is
Cosby, Poitier, or Belofonte?
How about Ruby Dee, Ossie
Davis, Diohann Carroll and Sam-
my Davis, Jr.? Certainly these
entertainers have been around
long enough, to earn respect and
a coveted spot among the
greats”,

This is another obvious exam-
ple of Hollywood's blatant deniol
of blacks in the industry. There
has been much controversy over
a statement by Whoopi Goldberg
not long ago. She said, that she
wanted fo be perceived as “col-
orless”. To many this was inter-
preted as o racial remark.
however there's always two
sides 10 every issve.

To be truly “colorless” in the
entertainment world would mean
o be able to be considered for all
roles, ond any part, or any
character that fits your talent -
not skin color.

To be “colorless” in the in-
dustry would also mean that you
are recognized as an accomplish-
ed actor or actress, plain and
simple, not by the descriptive
term “black actor” or “black
octress”.

Consider this: Jomes Cagney
died this week, and aofter all the
due praise and glory, will you
hear them once refer to him as
“a great white actor” or even
“one of the best Irish actors in
America?”’ | doubt it, and only
when they read his biography,
would that ancestral fact be men-
floned, maybe.

-1 the; Televisign Acadefyy as

raciolly prejudiced as the Motion
Picture Acodemy of Arts ond
Sciences appears to be? Is this
Hollywood's under-handed way
of quietly “black-listing” our
entertainers (in the truest form of
the word)?

And just to add flame to the
fire, that national actor par-
excellence, President Ronold
Reagon will participate in the
NBC ceremony via o pre-taped
message! I'm impressed among
mony other verbs.

Just for the sake of enlighten-
ment, the previous Hall of
Faomers are Lucille Ball, Milton
Berle, Carol Burnett, Sid Caesar.
Paddy Chayefsky, Walter
Cronkite, Joyce Hall, Norman
Lear, Edward R. Murrow, William
5. Paley, David Sarno#f, Rod
Sterling, Ed Sullivan and

- Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver. Get

the picture?

" has occurred to me that if
Tinsel-Town's writers “forget” to
write in any parts specifically
designated for “black” actors.
and Hollywood “chooses” not to

By Kimberly Redmond

Q: I'm @ great admirer of
Michael Wilding, the actor
who plays Jackson Fremont on
"The Guiding Light."” What can
you tell me about him? —
A.R., Tower City, N.D.

A: Wilding, who is the son of
Elizabeth Taylor and actor
Michael Wilding, has appeared in
the miniseries “A.D.” He's also
co-starred in the film "Blame |t
On the Night.”

Wilding has extensive
theatrical credits; while living in
London, he appeared in produc-
tions of Harold Pinter's
"Betrayal,” Sam Shepard's
“Cowboy Mouth” and “A Midsum-
mer Night's Dream.” In Los
Angeles, he has appeared in pro-
ductions of “La Ronde” and
‘Crisis in the Bedroom."

Wilding is currently
moonlighting: Along with his role
on "GL.” he's appearing at New
York's Riverwest Theater in the
suspense thriller “Dead Wrong. "

Q: I'm positive that the
"Young and the Restless"

character Liz Foster had 1 b Colu
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consider them as competitors for
the vest multitude of “regulor”
parts, where does that leve us -
and our ectors?

Well, lor whot it's worth, it
looks like there won't even be
any Ben Vereen (3s) to tap (or
shuffie) into the hearts of TeeVee
Land on April 21. And octors like
James Eorl Jones or the late Poul
Robeson, who had thrilled ou-
diences near end for for years,
are once aogoin relegated to the

dank recesses of forgotten
achievements.

Bruce Springsteen has made o
mint on his recording “Born In

(olong with the outo industry)
with the slogan “Made In
America”. WE helped BUILD
America, so why hasn't it work-
ed for us?

Hey Tinsel-Town, just
remember one thing: We don't
discourage easily and we’'ll be
back in full force one day to stay.

Now that will be o horse of a dif-
ferent color!

sons, but the only one | can
remember is Snepper. Con
you tell me the neme of the
second son? — K.F., Madison,
Ga.

A: The nome of Liz's second.

- and younger son, was Greg.

A: Miss Weaver left the NBC
soop when her charocter was
sent out of town. She currently
portrays Gina Roma on "The
Young and the Restless.” and
since Gina owns a nightclub,
Miss Weaver gets to sing
periodically on the soap.

(Have a question about soap
operas? Write Kimberly Red-
mond ot 200 Park Ave., Room

602, New York, NY 10166.
Questions cannot be
answered personally, but
those of general int t will
be answered in fture

L-R) Shawn Ward, Antoinette Booker end Andrea Pearson are

omong the dencers performing at the Coppin Dancers’ 6th An-
noel Spring Performance April 10-13 et the Jomes Weldon
Johnson Avditorium. For more informetion call 383-3323 or

ACROSS
1 Wheel of
8 Austin or
Grassle
13 Carroll
14 Likeness

15 Greek letter
16 One: Scot

g

18 Goodman

20 Mr. Buttons

22 Hall an hour.
on shipboard

23 Hypothetical
force

25 Hindu
garment

27 Mills or
Pescow

30 Fooled

34 HOCkey 1ot

35 Family
member

37 Innts. for
Conway

38 Historical
penod

J9 Audrey Or
Jayne

42 Singer
Ruqera
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By DANIEL M MARVIN

45 Yukon Terr

46 Orson -

49 Mﬂuna .

21 Abnormal
Skin spot

55 Deborah

27/ Result of
three strikes

59 Edibie tuber
00 Alarm signal
61 Comedian

Gary

63 Ship bottoms
04 Length

measure

DOWN

1 Singer Ernie

2 Eght: Sp

! Cross

4 Wt ounit

5 Miss Merkel

O Black Fr

¢ Mr Borgnine

8 Fwelds or
NOVak

¥ King of
dysentery

10 Afraid. Scot
11 Norse

rmmologtcal
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12 Patricia —

19 Distant

21 Move
suddeénly
angd fast

24 Cathwyn —

26 Singer
Skaggs

27 Mr. Deluise

28 Raw metal

29 Depression-

agcy

31 Berry or
Swotford

32 Sea bwd

33 Dons —

36 Taking
French leave
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40 Mr. Travant

41 — Lanson

43 And so forth

46 L in the sun

47 Actress
Adams

48 Swiss river

20 Atmosphere

22 Hindu health
discipline

23 After part of
a keel

4 Biblical weed

26 Hosp.
workers

28 Rocky crag

02 Ny
McMahon
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'WEEKDAY DAYTIME REGULARS
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