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" Whoopi Goldberg among stars of Comic Relief

“We're all there 1o be funny,” idea for o one-of-a-kind pro- ghelters has increased in virtual-
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By Cynthio Nevels
While the beep boxes blaet out

the sounds of Run-DMC, UTFO

ond LI Cool J, the Kilimanjaro will

feature the progeniters of
music: The Last Poefs on s

Morch 3.

The Last Poets are four men
who use poetry o preach about
the signs of the times, porticular-
ly abeut the trials ond iribule-
tions of black folks. The Poehs

came @bout 17 years ogo out of

Hm'.ﬁ. N.w York. '

Composed of members: Nilo-|

joon on percussion, the poets:
ond Omar Ben Hassan, they
this outlet as their weapon o of-

tack the power structure that of -

dressed the lswsves of the

Thelr first album ofter o year's

time sold over @ million copies
and over the next six years, they
relecsed five more albums Their
lost record: “Oh My People”
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NEW YORK (UP1) — First come
Band Aid, then Live Aid ond Form
Aid, Gospel Aid ond Lotin Ald,
and even Fashion Aid.

Never belore hove so mony
m- organized such massive
its for the have-nofs.

The latest in the compassion
craoze comes couriesy of Home

Box OMice and it covld be called

Funny Aid. More than 40 of the
funniest folks in Americo ore
bonding together March 29 (9
pm. to midnight) for Comic
Relief, a benefit to roise money
for wbam America’s homeless.
(In Baltimore, the Comedy Club

 will screen the benefit).

Bily Crystol, Wheepl
Goldberg ond Robin Willioms
will host the HBO extravaganza,
coblecast live from the Universol
Amphitheater in Los Angeles.

A speciol 90-minute
“highlights” wversion of comic
Relief will also be presented on
HBO on April 6, 9, 15 and 25.

Crystal says. “My siatament, ond

whaot | feel most of the comics’
statements will be, is 1o be fun-
ny. We're going fo do the best
show that we possibly con and le .
the whole evening dictate what
it's about.”

Besides the stond-up comedy
segments, charocter pieces,
ensemble sketches by the three
hosts agd other skits, Comic
Relief will also include documen-
tory footage dromatizing the
plight of the nation’s urban poor
and homeless.

HBO will unscramble Comic
Relief, meaning that if your cable
company offers HBO, youTl see
the benelit even o you don ¢ nor-
mally pay for HBO. That marks
the first time HBO has made o
single show avoilable 10 a poten-
tial 39 million besic coble
subscariber homes.

The concept for the show was
born last November when
screenwriter-producer Bob

Imuda presented HBO wifl. the
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gramming event that would
enable the nation’s comedy com-
munity 10 raise money and boost
awareness for America’s
homeless

Money raised from the event
will go to Heolth Care for the
Homeless projects in 18 major
U.S. cities: Albuquerque,
Saltimore, Birmingham, Boston,
Chicago, Cleveland, Denver,
Detroit, Los Angeles, Milwaukee,
Nashville, New York City,
Philadelphia, Phoenix, Son An-
tonio, San Francisco, Seattle and
Washingten, D.C.

The nationwide toll-free
number is 1-800-528-1000.

Why help the homeless?

— The number of homeless
people in the U.S. is estimated ot
anywhere from 300,000 to 2
e Heon

— The Los Angeles Times
reports the number of Americons
so destitute as 1o be homeless
hos risen 40 percent since 1980.

— The demand for emergency
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ly every major U.S. city.
— The Conference of Mayors

reports the number of homeless
is expected to increase in 1986 in
22 of the 25 cities surveyed.
Comic Relief is the lates! in o
slew of fund-roisers for the
needy, helpless, downtrodden
and homeless.
it started with Bob Geldol's
“Band Aid” project, with the
songs “Feed the World” and “Do
They Know It's Christmos™ %o
raise money for Ethiopia. That
snowballed into the USA for
Alrica project in the states, which
vsed the Michael Jackson theme
song “We Are the World.”
Gospel artists banded fogether
for o benefit, ond so did Latin
singers and fashion designers.
Then Willie Nelson formed Farm
Aid to raise money for America’s
formers, and thot was followed
by o slew of other benelirs.
Stil on the humanitarian aid




