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Montgomery Boycott launched
Dr. King’s career

By R.B. Jones

The legend says that she was a
humble seamstress who became
fed up with the impositions of
segregation. but Mrs. Rosa
Parks’ act of defiance on a Mon-
tgomery Alabama bus In
December 1955 was the culmina-
tion of a lengthy process through
which black people were mobiliz-
ing to break the back of

tion.

uch of the discussion of Mrs.
Park’s historic refusal to yield
her seat to a white man when the
white section of the bus became
full has trivialized the incident.
Some commentators have given
the impression that Mrs. Parks
spontaneously decided to defy

tion.

hat brand of historical
analysis warps the whole notion
of social change and opposition to
tyranny. Just as commentators
try to present Nelson Mandela
and Bishop Desmond Tutu as
unusual phenomena rather than
the latest members in a line
of African patriots who have
defied apatheid in South Africa
for generauons, so too have they
Fl'l'-lkl:d a quaint picture of Rosa

arks.

Prior to her rendezvous with
his , Rosa Parks was an
NAACP activist and the summer
before the bus incident she had
attended seminars at the
Highlander Center in Monteagle
Tennessee which trained ac-

tivists in d-?-mtion struggles
and ' nonviolent resistance

m' resistance combin-

ed a consciousness of the in-
'c:;i'cedthe uon system,
ledge of the fallability of the
dedeated and the intangible spark
e
that comes from being in the
words of Fannie Lou Hamer,
“sick and tired of being sick and
tired."”’
un‘.mmamuq:
very founda segrega
whichwuwhitenﬁmcy.m
racial etiquette at that time said
that when all the seats in the

white section were filled, blacks
in the colored section of the bus

had to get up and give the seat to

a white Supremacy

ganda, Dec. 1, 1955 might

been uneventful.
However the true evil of
segregation revealed itself. Jim
Crow was not just a system to
keep whites away from blacks
whom they found distasteful. The
presense of the multihued
African-American community
dispels the notion, a with this
country’s history of close rela-
tionships between blacks and
whites, show that the social
revulsion between the races is a

" he P
true of segrega-
tion was itation. Blacks sub-
sidized the Montgomery bus com-
ny more than whites, but
lacks received no privileges on
the coaches. tion created
an entire class people who
could be exploited with impunity.
The boycott\which eventually

propelled Martin Luther King Jr.
into national prominence was the
first major crack in the seeming-
K'einvincible Jim Crow system in
south. .

it was an important s e
because all strata of the black
community became involved in

the struggle. The black communi-
ty en masse and through great
hardship stuck with the boycott

until its successful conclusion at
the end of the 13 months.

Ev kind of ure was
utili against bovcotters
both legal and illegal, yet they
persavered.

Perhaps the lessons that can be
learned from the Montgomery
Bus Boycott are (1) ive
systems are not invincible (2) the
black community when
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“Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. called
each and everyone of us to seek Social
Justice and economic opportunity. He call-
ed us to work for the advancement of all
human kind. The best tribute we can pay
to him and his life is to answer that call.”

Congresswomen
- Barbara A. Mikulski
Paid for by Mikuiski for Senate Campaign
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Child Poverty:

A problem

blacks and
Hispanics
share

I am thinking of a child who is

growing up poor in America. He
comes from a minorit)_r group

which suffers dis tely

high rates of poverty. te the

eclllll:lmic urlecn,“ery'n c : [ll'!ll

like him are no less likely to be

poor this year than they were last
ear

year.

I could be describing a black
child, but the description also fits
an Hispanic child. A new by
the Congressional Research Ser-
vice has found that Hispanic
Americans are experiencing
child poverty rates comparable
to 1t‘l'||ose in the black communli]ty.

is is an urgent call to
action t.l'iarwt‘:wt should b:?h the desks
of every politician, news
editor, and church Ieaﬂ:ﬁr

regardless of race — in this
nation.

Among Hispanic children to-
has reached
idemic levels. Their incidence

of poverty in 1984 soared 84 per-

cent above that of all United
States children. Out of every 100
Hispanic children living with
their families, 39 are poor —

almost twice the poverty rate in
pulation of such

the total po

children.

Certain sectors of the Hispanic
Community are even worse off.
For example, more than half of
the childrerr-of one Hispanic

p — Americans of Puerto
ican origin — are poor. Of all
the Hispanic children now grow-
ing up in the Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic states, over half are
poor.

There is little hope for those

children. their families in the

trends reported in this study. Bet-
ween 1978 and 1983, poverty
among Hispanic children went up
over 40 percent. Even in 1984,
when poverty rates for white
children declined slightly, pover-
ty among Hispanic children still
went up.

Many Hispanic children are
poor, for some (though not all) of
the reasons many blatt:: childrenne
are . Their parents are often
poorI;;oreducated, and are also
often very young. The financial
su ts available from the
femli government have lost
ground against inflation in recent
years as a result of budget cuts.

Their poverty is also caused by
some factors unique to the

Hispanic community. Hispanic
chl‘dren are more likely than

either blacks or whites to grow up

in e families—almost half of
all panic children live In
families with four or more
children. Also, if they live with
both parents, their mothers are

R ——

UP FRONT in the 1963 March on Washington were nationally
known Civil Rights activists of the day, the late Whitney Young
executive director of the National Urban League; Roy Wilkins,

“When there was
little opportunity,

He made opportunity~

When there was
__little hope in the
world, He gave

abundant hope ~

We too, believe in
‘'The American Spirit
of free enterprise
and opportunity for

everyone ”
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Offices throughout Maryland

executive director of the NAACP; A. Philip Randolph, president
of Sleeping Car Porters; and the late Wailter Reuther,

automobile workers union head.
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the Legacy of

DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

— the dream of

freedom for
ALL MANKIND.
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