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How Dr. King changed
his mind

Last year at this time we called
for the real Dr. King to stand up
because we felt that in the advent
of the first truly national holiday
to this great man, il was
necessary to examine the way in
which Dr. King's philosophy
evolved from 1963 to his
assissination.

Without question, Dr. King's
1963 ‘‘1 Have a Dream’’ speech
also challenged the nation to live
up to its constitutional ideals.

He dreamed of the day when

blacks and whites would be
judged not “‘by color of their skin,
i)ut by the contenl of their
character,” and of a day when
racism and economic injustice
would be replaced by the beloved
community.

Dr. King believed — in 1963 —
that the systems ugholding our
society were capable of being
reformed toward the fulfillment
of his dream.

Lest we forget, less than a
month after his March on
Washington speech, a bomb

Thus, Dr. King's ultimate
loyalty was to the God of justice
and love. As he, himself, stated in
his Riverside Church sermon in
1967, ‘Over the past two years, as
I have moved to break the
betrayal of my own silences and
to speak from the burnings of my
own heart, as |1 have called for
radical departures from the
destruction of Vietnam, many
persons have questioned me
about the wisdom of my path...
‘Why are you speakmg about the
war, Dr. King? Why are you join-
ing the voices of dissent, Peace
and civil rights don’t mix, they
sav.

Then Dr. King
when I hear them, though

ly saddened, for such
mean that the inquirers have not
really known me, my commit-
ment or my calling. Indeed, their
questions suggest that they do not

continued, ‘“And

I often
understand the sources of their

concern. | am nevertheless great-
uestions
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Dr. King addresses a civil rights
meeting at a Baltimore Church

in the 1950s.
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‘We put a smile onGod’sface that day’

By Elizabeth M. Oliver

Det. Charles J. Jackson of the
Jersey City, NJ Police Depart-
ment plans to be at the 1983 March
on Washmgton and among the

ns expected to attend
from ew Jersey.

This will be the second time Det
Jackson has witnessed March on
W The first time, the
1963 March on Washmgton

Jackson stood on the platform ly

when Dr. King delivered the
famous ‘'l Have A Dream’’ speech.

Jackson was one of the 350
volunteers who served as the
security force and his photo ap-
peared around the world as he
stood on the right hand of the
famous civil rights leader. Many

times have readers of the
newspapers and magazines
wondered who were the guards at
Km%.s side

en Photogra her Glasco
Ryales was at his e town of
Jersey City a week or SO ago, he
found Det. Jackson at his desk al
Police Headquarters and exclaim-
ed, ‘'l knew | you from
that picture’ Ryales immediate-
took the of the detective
for the 0. The Police rt-
ment is only three blocks from
Ryales parents’ home.

Ryales, an independant
Baltimore apher, talked
with Det. Jackson and was told
that his photo with Dr. King on the

latform of Lincoln Memorial in
ashington in 1963 is a valuable
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possession, ‘‘one | will never give
up’Jackson stated

Det. Jackson reveals that he has
often repeated his feelings about
that glorious day and puts it this
way, ‘‘We probably put a smile on
God’s face that day’

Probably no one got a better
view of the crowd of over a quarter
of a million crowd at the 1963
March on Washington. It is possi-
ble that Det. Jackson’s description
of the March as “‘our greatest ef-
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devastated the 16th Street Baptist Continued on page =5

Church in Birmingham,
Alabama and took the lives of 4
little black children who were at-
tending Sunday school.

Then came the brutal murders 0( hnsud,,
of James Chaney, Michael
Schwerner and Andrew Good- -?}b dbbsa0s %
man in 1964. In 1965 the - "‘L
nightmare continued with the § 2
Ey, T
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DR.MARTINLUTHER KING, JR’SDREAM.... THE BLACK COMMUNITY —

“ have a dream that
onedayeveryvalleyshall
be exalted and every hill
and mountain shall be
will be made plain and
the crooked places will
be made straight, and
the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together’ This
IS our hope.

May this spirit continually
permeate ourmindsand hearts.
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racist slayings of Jimmie Lee

Jackson, Jonathan Daniels and -
Viola Liuzzo, followed by the hell- -
fire of the urban rebellions. '%-

Martin King soon came to a
point of reckoning, not only on the
question of whether or not this
sociely was readr to fulfill the
dream domestically, but also on
whether justice was possible in-
ternationally as long as the im-
morality of the Vietnam War
went unchallenged.

It was at this point, in early
1967, that many who were close to
Dr. Kin afhrmed that ‘“‘he
changed his mind."”

Although he refused to give up
the dream he now understood
that his dream could not be ful-
filled without a major social
transformation of the basic struc-
ture of our society.

In the words of Dr. King less
than a year before they cut him
down, ‘‘For years | labored with
the idea of reforming the existing
institutions of the South, a little
change here, a little change
there. Now | I'eel quite different-
ly. I think you've got to have a
reconstruction of the entire socie-
ty, a revolution of values."

(qu[()irbel(uﬂm alive loday.:; - .
w w nize a o treet
o e bilize the mi S e e 624 N. Castle Stree :
and impoverished who are now Baltimore, Maryland 21205 C
walking the streets of America. "
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