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By Cong. William H. Gray, 111

Once again, the Reagan ad-
ministration has made another
U-turn on Civil Rights — this time
attempting to water down the
20-year Executive Order re-
quiring affirmative action plans
by  federal  government
contractors.

Executive Order 11246, is the
latest in a series of Presidential
mandates, dating back to
Franklin D. Roosevelt’'s New
Deal, including the Philadelphia
Plan, which attempts to
eliminate discrimination by ma-

jor federal
contractors.

That executive order requires
all businesses with government
contractors to take ‘“affirmative
action’’ to ensure that workers
are employed without regard to
race, creed or color.

Failure to comply can make a
contractor ineligible for federal
work.

The Administration’s proposed
executive order would outlaw the
us¢ of numerical goals and

timetables by federal contractors
in their affirmative action
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House is making U-turn in its civil rights policy

minority hiring programs.

Moretylrnpa'tanﬂy, it would for-
bid the government from using
hiring statistics to prove that a
federal contractor had
discriminated against blacks,
Hispanics, or women.
the required ‘‘goals and
timetables'’ are really quotas,
which in effect result in reverse
discrimination. A General
Meese justified the Administra-
tion's position by stating that
“counting by race is a form of
racism.”’

That's a neat and facile argu-
ment, but y inconsistent
with reality. * ting,”” not-
withstanding Meese’s definition
of racism, is inextricably tied to
combating discrimination.

Whether it be minority hiring
by federal contractors or minori-
ty business participation in

In just two short years Develop

government work, minorities
continue to play on an uneven
field — a fact Meese and this Ad-
ministration choose to ignore.
The fact is that discrimination
with or without Executive Order
11246, continues to exist. by did
The question then, is w )
the Justice Department propose
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to change this long standing
policy, particularly given the
strong support for the order by
mainstream corporate America”

The president will long be
perceived as heading the most
anti-civil rights regime since
Woodrow Wilson ordered
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ment Credit Fuﬁd, Inc.
has opened-the doors of opportunity for many successful
Maryland enterprises.

DCF continues to provide Below Market Financing to
Traditionally Disadvantaged Businesses operating in Maryland.
Qualified Minority Applicants can expand their operations with

e Working Capital
* New Machinery
* Modern Equipment

DCF administers a $7,500,000 revolving loan fund.
LLoans available from $5,000 to $500,000.

loans are guaranteed by the Maryland Small Business Development Financing Authority.

For information on how YOUR growing business can join the successful businesses
financed through DCF contact:

Kenneth N. Oliver, Vice President of Marketing,

Development Credit Fund, Inc.,
1925 Eutaw Place,
Baltimore, Maryland 21217.

(301) 523-6400
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*discover’ the blasted
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Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president of the Martin
Jr. Center for Non-Violent Social
Change, and Jesse Hill, chairman of the center,
preview work of art commissioned by the Miller

Brewing Company prior to the Jan. 15 fundraiser
which realized over $100,000 for the King Center.

Luther King

national tour.
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Hill points at the painting of Dr. King. King is one
of the 12 modern day civil rights leaders honored
in the Miller art. At right is the painting of Whitney
M. Young, also honored. After a three-week ex-
hibit at the King Center, the art will begin a 21-city

A King holiday for good reasons

Nudged by powerful public and
mtical pressure, President
gan was moved 26 months
ago to make a black achievement
entry in the USA’s red, white and
blue history book.

He si a bill which set Mon-
day, Jan. 20, 1986 as the first na-
tional holiday commemorating
the (Jan. 15, 1929) birthdate of
Martin Luther King Jr.

Since then we have been engag-
fhd ll‘é dulx)b;le-harrelled savings for

e Bi y. Saving up energy to
explafe in celel:r‘:shon—and sav-
ing up pennies for MLK Birthday
Sales.

Follow us closely, now. Of the
nation’s ten legal holidays, only
two are named for American
heroes——George Washington
and '‘Martin Luther King, Jr.
(Christopher Columbus, of
course, was not born in America,
he had to come here first and
lace.)

Dr. King devoted his life to the
quest of the American dream
...liberty, e‘?:ality and justice for
all. When race issue
up with playmates, his mother
had told him ‘““You are as good as
anyone.’’ Later, when he learned
to read, the Declaration of In-
dependence told him that *“...All
men are created equal...”

George Washington was com-
manding general in the Revolu-
tionary War..and ident of the
convention which framed the
Constitution. Being also a slave-
owner never crossed his mind
when he heralded the documents
which undergird the American
dream. It's too late to bite his
tongue now.

So today, he shares the holiday
pinnacle with Martin Luther
King, grandson of a former slave,
w gfnanded :‘hat America
either put up or shut up.

And ‘:.fl shower radios, bikini
shavers and button-down

sweaters entice thed.Ya&kee
dollar on Washington's day of ac-
colade, King is equally entitled.

And waving credit cards as
banners, we spendthrift addicts
are willing to demonstrate for

this democratic principle.

Both men jolted their
homeland with a new surge of
freedom. And wh did
Washington cross the Delaware”?
— To get on the other side.

Thus he became first
of the United States, and was call-
ed the ‘father of his country’. Also
credited with being ‘first in war,
first in ce and first in the
hearts of his countrymen’.

But it was King who copped the
Nobel Peace Prize as a warrior
for ce, human righ

rhood. And he was called
the father of the podiatry
profession.

Both men have been
memorialized with statues,
stamps, structures, streets, por-
traits and plaques, bumper
stickers and tee shirts. Establish-
ment of the federal King holiday
took a 15-year crusade, including
the 1981 march on Washington by
100,000 hardy souls.

George Washington had no
such strain. Being president
himself, he didn']t have to court
congressional politicians or par-
tisan voters. rﬂ.-ocmld just have
issued an executive order.

And we strongly suspect that
his wealthy business-minded wife
inaugurated the holiday sales to
promote Martha Washington
candies.

So, come Washington’s birth-
day, stores will feature the
mmlar White Sales, referring to

and bathroom linens. (Occa-
sioned because so many colonial
inns Boast that ‘Washington slept
here' ).

Come King's birthday, let's
patronize some Black Sales, con-
centrating on the seller rather
than the product. Black is
beautiful at a cash register. And
cassette players, conforters,
china teapots and cannister
vacuums don't care who sells
them.

Dr. King was as much con-
cerned about our financial limita-
tions as about our civil liberties.
He believed that economic
security was a basic human

ident .

ts and

right. He flayed America’s flaws
of ‘racism, poverty, militarism
and materialism’.

His last days saw him organiz-

Remembering

DR. M. L. KING, JR.

Herschel D. Milliken
Attorney-At-Law

2920 Greenmount Ave.

467-7761

ANTIQUES * BRASS
ART * COLLECTABLES

119 W. MULBERRY ST.
BALTIMORE, MD. 2120]
83738222 M-S 10 AM3P.M,
Consignment accepted by
appointment only
PAT 7. TOWNS
CLAUDIA McKEF

Page 13

ing a Poor People’s Campaign for
Economic Justice’. he was
felled (March 28, 1968) while
championing a sanitation
workers’ strike.

Today one third of black

Augericans are still li(\lri below“
erty threshold. we’
gladr;rw do our cash-and-carry bit
on King’s birthday to help im-
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method of financing, review tax savings and other

benefits.
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e Multiple Listing Service providing you access fo
thousands of properties listed for sale—You'll find the

right one with us.
¢ Professional and Efficient Service in purchasing
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