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The greatness of Martin Luther King Jr.

By R. B. Jones

That Martin Luther King, Jr.
oolly Ms over gredused 18 Moete
society has ever
substantiated by the fact that the
country that he was born into
vnew tlon as ordained

theendof
ngs life the bams for
segregation was eliminated. In
the brief 39 years of his life
tremendous soclal changes took
place, many of them a result of
the selﬂus efforts of Dr. King
himself.

Dr. King was many things;
son, husband, father, brother,
and minister. He was much more
though. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was one of a long line of prophets
thundering out condemnation of
a corrupt unjust society and issu-
ing a challenge for it to live up to
its essed ideals.

ing was a spiritual descen-

dant of Nat Turner the one they
called the , of Rev. Henry
Highland Garnet who said ‘‘Let
our motto be resistance,”’ of
ichard Allen who founded the
AME Church and was the

religious and civic leader of the
black community of
d Bilhop Henry
l\lcNenl tician and
Church who
j‘:;:ic: t:dilitan:i ;runder n;t"
and an avid proponent
emigration to Africa, and of the
many nameless preachers who
struck blows for their people’s
freedom.
was obviously a2 man of
destiny who like Jesus of
Nazareth, came along at the pro-
per historical moment. Jesus
spread his message at a time
when the Roman Empire had
unified his part of the world with
a centnl aut.hont and a good
md ng came to
y ina world that had sur-
\nved the coming of the atomic
Je and the widespread turmoil
world war.

King's world was one of
restless colonial subjects,
discontented blacks within the
U.S. who were eager to enjoy the
fruits that their recent military
service had entitled them to. The
world in which King came to

maturity was one that was ques
tlomng all the comfortable

assum of the past
AnoMctor that helped il-
lustrate King's greatness was the

development of the electronic
medla Knng was a great orator,

and instructiv wﬁw

condescending. He was a speak
mthel and ttradmonof

lack preacher.

3)011&9 had heen inspir-
ing the black community for cen-
turies, but King's rise to pro-
minence and the media ex
he received brought the
and style of the black prea
the total society.

The effect on society was elec-
trifying. King's oratory,
brilliance and unique strategy of
nonviolent passive resistance
captured the attention of the
world. Although he did not invent
civil disobedience as a tactic,
such actions had been used by
CORE in the 1940s and by Mahat-

ma Ghandi in India prior to that,

Kmim desuchactiomapartof
erican process of redress-
grievances.

From the Montgom Bus
Boycott to the Memphis Sanita-
tion Workers Strike, Dr. Martin
Luther King tried mlghuly to get
this nation to live up to the
rhetoric of its foundin
documents. There were severa
major contributions made by Dr.

!rst King advocated and
symbohzed the active participa-
tion of the church in social af-
fairs. Ki along with others
took the church out of the con-
fines of the solemn buildings and
brought it out on the picket line,

tmgthatthe gospel was both
social and spiritual.

Secondly, challenged the
Christiamty of the white church
which had, for the most part,
been either supportive of

tion or silent about it. He
firmly, but in a spirit of recon-
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