—Coretta King
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ing fo do in this center is to focus our action
on policy changes.

We have brought together coalitions around
the issues of the day. Martin's prophetic vision
has not been reclized, and we are trying to
move foward it as we commemorate the
holiday.

The holiday can at least give people o
tramework. Many people who worked with
Martin didn’t fully understand him. They were
swayed by his personality, charisma, but they
didn’t understand his spirit.

The thing that drove him was that inner-
force. Unless you understand that, embroce
that kind of force, then you too can be a force
- anybody can be a force.

You never attack a person --you attack the
policy. You keep the distinction very clear and
somehow when you do that, even you
disagree with people, its done in thot way. It
creates a climate of goodwill, a climate of
goodwill by not doing that-- not attacking
anyone.

Try to communicate with people you
disogree with. We always felt the center hod
o represent all people. So when we
established the center, we brought on the
board, trustees or directors.

We had to make sure we had ministers and
church people represented well. We hod 1o
make sure we had civil rights and human
rights represented well.

We had to moke sure we had poor people
and people who spoke directly for grassroots
- types and we had to have professionals ond
in business if we could find any.

it also had fo integrate - Jewish people,
Catholic, ot least three Protestonts.

We started out in 68 with Coesar Chavez on
our frustee board, but | worked with the
United Farm Workers through 69 and 70 - went
out and conducted mass meeting in front of
jail. Coesar was in jail when | went out there.
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ond gropes, efc. and he was recipient of Mar-
tin Luther King Non-Violent Peace Prize.
Coesar Chavez’s United Farmworkers move-
ment was patterned ofter Martin.

When | went out in 72 1o La Paz which is his

headquarters, it reminded me of the early
days of our struggle when we had an office,

with no furniture, hardly nothing. Very simple.

And Caesar, apparently had tried to keep
things around him simple, too, because he
read Gandhi. Gandhi too led a very simple
life. The farm workers didn't have very much,
so what Coesar was doing was trying to iden-
tify with those people by trying to live pretty
much like they lived.

We went to India in 1959, and you know
when you're born in a middle-class family and
you have all the trappings of the middle-class
and all of a sudden you're thrust into a role
where you have to deal with these other
things. How do you deal with it.

You know people will accuse you of not be-

ing inferested. We went to Indic and were
there for about a month. We went to all Ghan-
di's centers and we talked to people who
followed Gandhi about Gandhi. We wanted to
deepen our understanding of Gandhi.

Martin soid, “most counties | go 1o os o
tourist, but India | come to as a pilgrim.” It was
really o real pilgrimage for him.

When he thought about Gandhi’s simplicity

avowed fo it, wosn't that way of first
| was a low-closs lawyer, started in
Africa.

But o period of 40 years, Gandhi led
the in South Africa first then in Indio,
then he come to a point where he vowed
poverty and lived with his wife as a sister and

Well you know all about dealing with all this
kind of stuff in India- and, of course, the loin
cloth and his walking cane - he had no world-

ly possessions.
S0 we read about Christ and he didn't have
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‘Everylihelhelpadiopperlalid.
if puts me on doud nine’”

“A few , | wasn't doing anything with my life, and I didn'’t like it. I had no goals. |
needed a p , mmd\?my is whcﬁgl found one. | |
L'l‘m the Army's air traffic control training wouldn't be easy, but after having gone
through basic, I just looked upon it as another challenge to meet. The Army isn't only about building
up your muscles—it builds up your self-confidence, too. |
“Now I enjoy having goals and responsibilities, because the Army's taught me to handle
them. Is it any wonder | feel I can touch the sky?”
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