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Kwanzaa: African-inspired

By LaMont Curry
AFRO Staff Writer

Separate frum the many tradi-
tional religious holidays being
celebrated in America this month
is the African-inspired “first
fruits holidoys. Kwanzaa. which
tronslates from Kiswahili to
Eng''ch as first, or first fruits, is
on African tradition adapted and
foshicned for the African-
Americon by Monulaono Ron
Korenga in 1966.

It is written that Africans were
cccustomed to gothering
together to celebrote the harvest
of the first crops.

“It was a time when the work
that had been put out all year

was given meoning. Everyone
could actually see the first fruits
of their lobors brought forth.
Everyone gathered together in
the celebration to give thanks for
the collective effort that made
the community proper,” said Gil
Taylor, an historian and lecturer’
based in Indianapolis, IN.
According to Taylor, Karenga
odopted a variation to the
African concept. Recognizing that
we didn't live in an agrarian
culture, he sought to emphasize
the basic principles found in pro-
ducing the harvest as vital_to
building and maintaining strong
ond wholesome communities.
"Kwanzaa is a celebration, but
it's also a forum in which people
reinforce their principles and at
the same time illustrate and
therefore teach something of
value to the new generation.
There is giving, but it is not
| ' ke Christmas. Gifts are offered
as extensions of creativity, which
s deeply rooted in the black ex-
perience,” he said.
Kwanzaa is a seven day
celebration, but each day holds

a special significonce. Eoch doy.
one of seven principles is ob-
served to focus on o deeper
social, spiritucl and moral com-
mitment to the family and com-
munity. The seven principles,
‘Nguzo-Saba,  provide the
philosophical backbone of Kwan-
z00 ond are part of the doctrine
of Kawaoida (tradition plus
reason), according to Taylor.
The seven principles ore:

— Umoja (Unity) — To strive for
and maintain unity in the family,
community, nation and race.

— Kujichagulis (Selt Determino-
tion) — To define ourselves,
name ourselves and speak for
ourselves instead of being de-
fined and spoken for by others.
— Ujimao (Collective Work and
Responsibility) — To build and
maintain our communty fogether
ond to moke our brothers’ and
sisters’ problems our problems
and to solve them together.

Ujaomaa (Cooperative
Economics, Familyhood) — To
build and maintain our own
stores, shops and other
businesses and to profit together
by them.

— Nia (Purpose) — To make as
our collective vocation the
building and developing of our
community in order to restore
our people to their traditional
greatness.

— Kuumba (Creativity) — To do
always as much as we can, in the
best way we can in order fo leave
our community a more beautiful

and beneficial area than when

we inherited it.

— Imani (Faith) — To believe
with all our heart in our parents,
our teachers, our leaders, our
people and the righteousness
and victory of our struggle.

Social Club
LOUNGE — BAR

2135 Edmondson Avenue

New Year's Eve
Celebration

.10 p.m.-5 a.m.
SHOCK FUNK MUSIC CO.

(formerly Fabulous Friends)

DISCO — GOLDEN OLDIES &

POPULAR MUSIC
Black Eye Peas il 11 p.m. ® Food After | a.m.
Hats — Horns — Noisemakers
Cash Bar and/or B.Y.O.B.
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$18.00 at the door
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‘Webster’ star has age-old problem: age

By Gregory Garver
He was full of confidence. He

“Let me have a svicide,” id.

So the bartender poured the
drink - equal parts of ginger ale,
7.Up, orange soda and root beer.
That's his favorite drink, and it’s
mighty potent. But, ot 14, Em-
manvuel Lewis can fake it. And, as
the star of “"Webster,” the petite
performer can offord those ex-
pensive drinks, too. Especially
now that he's also making
movies, such as his recent CBS
film “Lost In London.” Lewis will
also be seen in two Yuletide
specials. On Sunday, Dec. 15,
Lewis makes o guest appearance
on NBC's “Bob Hope Christmas
Show,” five ddys later, on Friday,
Dec. 20, Lewis teams with Mr. 1
for a repeat broadcast of NBC's
“A Christmas Dream.”

The actor's age often confuses
people who meet him, because

Karen Blixen (Meryl Si) bids farewell to her hlihful mao-
jordomo, Farah (Milick Bowens) in one of the most moving
scenes from the Universal Studio’s film, “Out of Africa’” open-

ing soon at area theatres.

he is considerably smaller than
the average 14-year-old. There is
nothing physically wrong with
him, however, and Lewis is ex-
to be a normal-sized
adult. Still, his tiny stature is
often a source of frustration tind
annoyance. “| don't like it,” he
says, “when | meet people ond
they ask my age and | tell them
and then they sty ‘No!’ And we
have to go through the whole
ordeal about 'You're not 14’ and
‘Yes, | am 14’ and all that. They
wind up saying, ‘I still don't
believe you. | think you're4 or 3.’
And so | say, ‘'OK, you got it." ”
He is so small, in fact, that he
must have a bodyguard with him
at all times (even when he at-
tends school) to avoid getting lost
and trampled on. “Sometimes |
like being recognized,” he says.
“And sometimes, when I'm tired,
| don't.”
Lewis says he is anxious to
grow up - and here he's not talk-
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ing so much about his size, but
about his age - because he wants
to finish school. if he's still doing

well in acting when he turns 18,

and is no longer legally required
to go to school, he doubts he will
continue with any more
education. .

"“There are a few things Il
want to pick up,” he explains,
"but | can do that on my own
time.” He says he likes science -
“biology is neat” - and thinks

math is “pretty good.” But he's
pretty certain his future will be in
show business, probakly acting,
but perhaps producing and
writing.

He may also be a comedian.
“I'm on a seafocd diet,” Lewis

quips. "Every time | see food, |
eat it."”

B ——
CCC SPONSORS ART HISTORY
STUDY TOUR |

A sunrise view of the Great Sphinx
at Giza is only one of the highlights
of the art history study tour of Egypt
offered by Catonsville Community
College Jan. 10 - 26, 1985. Also in-
cluded on the tour, led by CCC art
professor Dr. Dian Fetter, will be the
Ciaro Museum of Antiquities, which
houses the collection from the tomb
of Tutankhamun; the Great Pyramid
of Cheops; the magnificient temples
at Karnok and Abu Simbel; the fabl-
ed Valley of Kings; and the shattered
colossus that inspired Shelley's poem
“"Ozymaondias.”

The tour cost, $1950-2250, will
cover ifve-star luxury hotels
throughout, round-trip airfair from
BWI to Athens to Cairo and back, all
meals and transfers, and other tour
transportation. A downpayment is
required by Dec. 13. .

For further information about the
study tour of Egypt, including a full
itinerary and trip specifications, call
Dr. Dian Fetter ot 455-4326.

— UPSTAIRS LOUNGE —

Open Every Friday, Saturday
and Sunday Nite

214852 VINE ST.

(at Smallwood)
945 7398
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SARAH'S SUNDAY
BREAKFAST

6 a.m. ‘til 12 noon

Still $2.00 With A Drink

Monday — FREE FOOD
Tuesday — PINOCHLE NITE
Plus 2-4-)
Wed. Nite — Music by Wild Bill #1
Fri. & Sat. — Music by John Shaft

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

BUFFET
With Levi and His Gang

Sunday Evening — Oldies by
Ronnie
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With Christmas looming
around the corner ond catolog
shopping becoming a bit chancy,
Baltimore museums ond aftroc-
tions offer an imaginative shop-
ping alternative to deportment.
store crowds and mail-order
unpredictability.

This holiday season enjoy the
convenience and originality of
speciality gift_shops. in_the om-
biance of some of the city’s finest
cultural and historical treasures.
Here are some possibilities:

A sparkling new place to find
out-ol-thre-way ireasyres is Prati
Place: The Library Shop, moin
floor of the Enoch Pratt Free
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PITSTOP

SOCIAL CLUB
2653 Pennsylvanio Ave.

462-5154
462-9803

Wish You A

Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Yeor

Our New
Club Nights:
Thursday:

LADIES NITE
Lladies FREE
All the Beer You Can Drink
l4:1u
Friday:
ALL YOU CAN DRINK

at our $8 Club Rate or Pay $6
and Drink All the Beer You

‘Want
Friday & Saturday:

ALL NITE
DISCO

10:00 p.m.-6:00 a.m.
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‘Need last minute gift ideas?
Try Daltimose’'s Museum Shops

Librory, 400 Cothedral St. The
store will carry a colorful selec-
tion of unusual posters ond
postcards, jewelry, scarves,
novelty books, books on tape,
dolls, toys ond prinfs, as well 6s
a variety of other items reflecting
the collections and services of
Baltimore's public library. Visa,
Mastercard on $10 or more. Call
396-5494 for hours and other
information.
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LORMAN
HOUSE

1342 Fulton Avenue
(cormer Lorman St.)

669-9851

Come Enjoy Our

KITCHEN

CARRY-OUT
OR EAT-IN

Thurs.-Fri. 12 noon ‘til 12 mid.
Saturday 12 noon 'til 1:30 a.m.

DAILY MENU FEATURING
Lorman Burger @ Fresh Lake Trout
e Club Sandwich ® Club Sandwich
e Kosher Hot Dog * Polish Hot Dog
« Chicken Wings ® Steak Sandwich
e French Fries * Potato Salad &
Cole Slaw (Homemade)

frankie's Sunday Breakfast
6 a.m. Til 12 noon

Serving You in the Kilchen:
Frankie

in The Lounge:

Beto, Nellie, Terry, George
Music by: Vernon "“Big Hat™
Proprietor: Dennis Hill

The Wealters Art Gallery's
newly renovoted museum store
at 600 N. Charles Street presents
o wide selection of Christmas and
holiday cards with scenes, motifs
ond designs token from the
museum’s world-renowned col-
lection, as well os reproductions
from its curent Rene Lalique
jewelry exhibit. Oriental items,
picture frames, books and toys
are also featured. Call 547-9000
for details.

For ali ihe trimmings of a Vic-
torian Maryland Christmas, visit
the Museum 3Shop of the
Maryland Historical Society,
201 W. Monument Street, which
offers handpainted Christmas
balls, wropping and cards an-
tiques, books, teddy beors,
Baltimore silver and many
specially commissioned
Maryland commemoratives.
Hours: Tues-Sat 9:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m., Sun 1-5 p.m. Visa, Master-
card. Call 685-3750.

Mid-November marks the
opening of the Museum
Christmas Shop ot the Flag
House, 844 E. Pratt Street. The
display includes hand-made dolls
ond doll clothing, tree or-
naments, Christmas cards,
unusual stocking stuffers and
traditional flags. Visa, Master-
card, American Express. Hours:
Mon-Sat 1-4 p.m. Call 837-1793.

The Lovely Lane Methodiit
Church and Musuem, 2200 5t.
Paul Street, offers com-

memoratives of the history of this
venerable 1882 Baltimore land-
mark in limited edition engrav-
ings, canvas fotes, pewtfer or-
naments, teapots and cross-stitch
kits. Hours: Sun alter 12.30 p.m.
and by ,oppointment. Call
889-1597. "\

For aquatic souvenirs or fine
gifts, make o stop at the two
boutiques of the National
Aquarium, Pier 4: Pulfin Place,
for T-shirts, children's jewelry,
ceramics ond frinkets, or the
Aquarium Gift Shop, for Steuben
crystals, sculptures, old-
fashioned shaving sets, guest
towels and kitchen ware. Hours:
Sat-Th, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Fri 10
a.m. - 9 p.m. Visa, Mastercard.
Choice.

The Maryland Science
Center's Science Store may be
just the spot for gifts for the
science bulf as well as the not-
so-scientifically inclined. Includ-
ed in the huge array of quality
items are jewelry and beads;
holographic and diflraction
greeling cards; Haolley's Comet
giftware; bonsai tree kits and
unusual stocking stulfers--
authentic space pens (write in
boiling heat, freezing cold and
gravity-free vacuum), telescopes
and dinosaur-shaped cookie cut-
ters. Hours: M-Th 10a.m.-5p.m.,
F-S 10a.m.-10p.m., Su 12-6p.m.
Call 685-2370.

The Rocking Horse Gift Shop of
the Mt. Clare Mansion,
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Washington Boulevard ond
Monroe Street, has a chorming
selection of handmade crofts and
Christmas ornaments, porcelain
and china giftwore, jewelry,
historical Maryland books and
educational coloring books.
Hours: T-S 1Tam-4 pm, Su 1-4pm.
Ca!l 837-3262.

For literature on historicaol
Baltimore and its lamous
neighborhoods or the Peaie fami-
ly, visit the Peale Museum t 225
Holliday Street. Also available
are posters, postcords and T-
shirts. Hours: T-S 10am-5pm, Su
12-5pm. Call 396-3523.

A spectacular view awaits the
holiday visitor 1o Top of the
World,the 27th-floor observation
deck and museum of the World
Trode Center, Pier 4, Pratt Sireet.
The newly-stocked gift shop con-
tains stuffed animals, glassware,
nautical gifts, photogrophs and
model boat kits. Hours: M-F
10am-5pm, S 10am-8pm, 5u
12-7pm. Visa, Mastercard,
Choice. Call 837-4515.

The Museum Shop of the
Boltimore Museum of Artis
celebrating the holidays with an
especially fine selection ol
Christmas cards, including o
reproduction of Botticelli's
Madonna With Angels. Among its
literature and stationery collec-
tion are more than 90 titles of
1986 desk and wall calendars;
Ansel Adams’ biography, The Art
and Life of Georgia O'Keef, Jozz
by Matisse and illustrated
children’'s books. Hours: T-F
10am-4p.m, S & Su 1lam-6pm.
American Express, Visa, Master-
card. Call 396-7101.
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1717 N. Charles Street |

presents O

NEW YEAR'S EVE
AFFAIR

featuring

THE MANHATTANS

with Special Guests

THE SOFTONES

Tuesday, December 31, 1985

9 p.m.-Until
$20° in advance

Tickets on sale at:

Modern Music — Mondawmin
Scruples Hair Salon — Walbrook Junction.

For more information, call: 962-1444
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