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Of course, the Pieces of a
Dream concert was memorable-
-but that wasn’t the main story.
A lot of people, including us,
were more inferested in seeing
what has been done to the old

And, the changes are mllyv.'

remarkable. Must give credit to
Nick Mosby, who has wrought an

unbelievable new look to the old

Chorles St. ballroom.

Gene is the old maorquee over
the front of the building. In foct,
the front is completely redone
wuhwomkﬂblnowﬂdoﬂ
grey color overall.

ll\orobomdoormo

decorative one with a tiny, bar-

red window which olso serves as.
a peep hole. The old steep stair-
way remoains, but the walls ore

chonged.
They too are ceramic tile-«in @

sort of jode green color--ecovering

the walls and ceiling.in the en- . .

trance way. The ticket booth hos
been moved to the right wall.
 As you enter the baliroom, the
tirst mojor change noticed is thot
the bandstand is now at-the right,
flush against the Charles St. woll.
In the center where the bands-
tond once was, is a bor areo--

which is not completed as yet, -

but will be shortly. Those big
round tables hove been
discarded.

Replocing them are rec-
tangulor tables which seat four
comfortably, although six can be
squeezed in. There are several

rows of single seots lining the

middle-back portion of the room,
theotre style.

And, in the rear is a platform
with some soft upholstered

lounging facilities, although
some sort of snack tobles are
M.dodhontoholdyour drinks.

ploce, qnd in his opinien-- m‘

: +$100 each.

out i'ho details.

We feel LBJS will return to the

Famous--after all, it is o part of
the tradition of the ploce.

* " %

By now, you hove'been hear- -

ing about the gola New Year's
Eve bash which will happen ot
Ethel's Place. It will be telecast
live over Channel 22/67 ond
simulcast over WBJC-FM.
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'AND ALL THAT JAZZ-
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Thothowoouonfromllpm
to | a.m., and will feature: Ray
imwnb«sw!mbmd.loo
Willioms, vocols: Milt Jackson,
vibes; Gerry Mulligan, boritone
‘sax; Mickey Roker, drums; Toots
- Thielemons, harmenica; Cedor
MMMNMG&&
*OX.

»ldgn la!od Eorl Arnett toid

- ma that there is o waiting Hst.

o o All of which helps o prove that

Soltimore is réady for the big
time. for tickets to this event ore

.- &

Dropped in to Ethel's Wednes-

 day night 1o coich the opening of

«-the Milt Jockson, Ray Brown

. quartet, and wound up stoying
mundMIﬂ\ovorv«td

The performance points up the
difference in a group which plays
together often as a unit, as con-
trasted with simply on artist and

Cedor Walton, who is on piono;
composed a lot of the material
the group ploys.

In our book, the most cutstan-
ding tune by Cedor was “Bolivia,”

and Dave Wooley Productions

Presents

NORMAN
CONNORS

and The Starship
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which was a tour de force romp
for him. Ray's “it Used Yo Be
Jackson,” and "“FSR,” which Milt
.xplolmdm&omﬂnlu i-
tle, “For Sonny Rollins,” was o
rollicking.

Must admit that Ray has some
of the more evocative titles of
tunes. Wonder if he is the one
who came up with the title of the
lotest album of the group, M
DontMoonoThlnglleCon'f

.TopYourFootTolt

The stondards were not
overiooked in the presentation.
in fact, the closing set was o
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mediey of Monk tunes on which
each artist got a chance fo do o
lead solo.

/It was Mickey Roker on

“Straight, No Chaser,” who used
his brushes in an olmost melodic
line; “Blue Monk” was the vehi-
cle for Cedar Walton's planistics;

.Ray Brown bowed his way
mognlﬂconﬂy through “Round
Midnight,” as Milt soared into “in
Walked Bud.” '

TwmnﬂﬂhgoNHngtoo
mognificent set. will
hmtﬁolsww
night. Take it from mé--is o

Carrington wocm two hots

bhnCmm who uses the
stage name “John the Wiz,"” per-
forms o comedy ventriloquism
act and fun-filled Moagic Show.
John the Wiz appears on many
local TV shows.

His credits include Rompor
Room,” “Evening Mogoazine,” and
numerous talk shows. John per-

forms for hundreds of public and .

private groups.

. His warm friendly style is a hit
m children's birthday porties
adult programs, bar mﬂzvuhg
family reunions, Scout banquets
and fundraisers.

Carrington customizes his
show fto fit the occosion.

A Master of Science Degree in
Educotion has thoroughly
prepored him to moke eoch 3‘0’4\!
meoningful os
antertaining.

His “Learn to Reod” and “Black

History” shows are sought by
schools, libraries, and recreation

is also requested by church, Sun-
day School oand Vacation Bible
School groups.

well os

John Carrington

His “Four-H Magic, his colortful
act demonstrates a wide range of
talents including - balloon
sculpture, puppetry, and special
illusions with live doves and rab-
bits. John Carrington is the assis-
tant manager at World Famous
l.nlngfon Market in downtown
Baltimore.

Sting brings on the
music in latest film

By Marianne Meyer
For those of you who've yet fo

~ encounter “"Bring On The Night,"”

Sting's latest film venture, it pur-
ports to be o documentary about
the birth of a new band, and not

just another cash-in peek at an -

act ot the peak of its career. And
yes, this is a fascinoting new
bond, featuring Brandford Mar-
salis, Omar Haokim, Kenny
Kirkland, Darryl Jones, Dolette
McDonald and Jonice Pendarvis.
But when that new band also
happens fo be the support vehi-
cle for Gordey Summer (a.k.o.

Sting), golden-haired god of hip -

hop, all pretense of o “new band
on the way up” gets lost (at least
in this film). What remain are
pretenses of another sort.
Thanks to director Michael
Apted, there is no denying the
stunning visual choreography of
the film, be it the long opening

sequence that travels through

gorgeous French countryside to
catch the band in rehearsal ot a
17th-century chateau, or straight-
ahead concert shots of the band
*burning white-hot in front of o

lworld tour's opening-night

crowd. The sound is superb, too,
offering selections from “The
Dream of the Blue Turtles” in
generally superior live versions.
In fact, as long as the focus is on
the music, “Bring on the Night”
is @ music lover’s dream.

Alas, such musical moments
are only half the story. Documen-
tary films usually imply a little
aura of “warts and all,” but Sting
has yet to let the comera close
enough to see any such
blemishes. For each moment of
candor - Marsalis (the film's true
no-bull star) teasing “little Gor-
dy.” or an impromptu rendition of
the Flintstones theme - you get o
handful of self-important pro-

(Continued on page 7)
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' - Sting
(Continved from page 6)

nouncements. Here's ' the
Chmlvori ofttired superstar ex-
apegt BBl oM

: ‘s o bond member
gmhlng about how great he is

co-manager who claims that

“Sting is competing with the most
successful act in musical history

On Stage

to work with ond then there's the

- the Police.” To then cap off the

triuvmphant concert sequence
with in-hospital footage of Sting's
lody love, Trudy Styler, giving
birth to his son (Dad helps out,
with sensitiveman sniffles)

borders. on deification, not

Sting Is o tolented musician, an
enigmatic film presence and o
stunningly hondsome fellow to
boot.

Calling all playwrights!

As the yeor 1985 winds down,
Baltimore Playwrights who hove
been polishing scripts ore now
foced with the toesk of getting
those finishad scripts to Tim
Evons, the moving force behind
the 8aliimore Playwright's
Festival.

m-mwd
originol works by writers whe
have lived in the Boltimore oreo
(including the city, Boitimore,
Harford, Anne Arundel, Corroll

and Howoard Counties) for five

years or lived there for five years
in the past, but no longer live

there.

Evaons says the five year old
festival which utilizes several of
the community thedters as pro-

duction sites will be occepting

scripts from playwrights who fit
the residency qualifications until
March 1, but he advises thot they
send them in early.

"One of the purposes of this
testivol is to put Boltimore
playwrights on the map. Another
is to showcase these writers in
such a way thot it provides o
stimulus for them to write more,”
said Evans Wednesdoay in a phone
inferview.

“The ploys are done ot com-
munity theaters ond we have

staged readings throughout the

Jazz Closet
Presents

\%
Gary Bartz

Held Over By Populer
Demand

Now Appearing
This Fri., Sat., Sun.

Dec. 13, 14, & Dec. 15
221 W. Franklin St.

7352-3897
Prop: Henry Baker, Jr.

theaters select
to help the

yeor %o
scripts

whld'oplayﬂmnptoduual
port of the festival. We hold mass
ouditions, but the final decision
in costing is uptotlndlncm

~ Evons added.

mmmnm
including certain elements in
their plays thot will prevent them
from gefting serious considero-
tion for. mounting. Extreme
vioclence,' depiction of por-

nogrophy. - scatolpgicol octs of
viigor longuage for its shock
value often turns theater groups
away trom. scripts. Lorge costs
and frequent scene changes ore
another prohibiting factor in con-
sideration of scripts.

According fo Evans some of the
plays from the festivol hove
received popular and ‘critical ac-
cloim when they have been taken
intact from the festival to The
Source Theater in Washington
D.C.’s play festival.

Iinterested ploywrights con
send their scripts to Tim Evans,
8530 Dogwood Rd. Baltimore MD
21207. Or they con call him ot
597-4709 or 944-4622.

Another theater group has
formed in Baltimore. The Pleo-
sant Living Players bill
themselves as a new profes-
sional folk theater in town. The
group will be multi-ethnic and it
will mount two original produc-
tions in 1986. Spots of the Leper
will run March 21 through April
20.

Swan Song will be presented in
the Fall of 86.

Those interested in gutitioning
should call Myer Barnn  the direc-
tor at 327-4688.

- |
“‘Black Nativity”
Warren Street Productions is
presenting the Langston Hughos

' production of “Black Nativity” on

Saturday, December 14 and Sun-

- day, December 15 at the College

of Notre Dame, LeClerc

- Auditorium, 4701 N. Charles 5t.
+The time is 8 p.m. with a special

Sunday matinee at 3 p.m.
Appearing in the production
will be The Allen Jones Chorale
Ensemble, the Coppin State
Gospel Choir and the Gideon
Singers. For tickets and other in-
formation, contact the Upward
Way Church, 962-5333, Music
Liberated, 523-2330 and Modern

Music, 669-7616.
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“Crabs’’ needs

audience

"CRABS.” Maryland Public Televi-
sion’s (MPT) live comedy show, is
seeking two studio audiences for
Wednesdaoy., December 18. Free
fickets for 5:30 P.M. or 8:30 P.M. may
be reserved by colling Beverly
Graham at (301) 337-4149. Audience
members must be ot least 16 years

of age.

.
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' SURPRISE YOUR FAMILY WITH A
'NEW COMPACT 130-CHA NNEL
"~ SATELLITE TV SYSTEM FROM

STA NSBUR Y

Fuiuﬂohwdollusoﬂch your fami-
ly can be on olmost endless . -
porade ol . enfertainment 4 . 4.
mdm-hmdlwmdﬂn =

E world, 24 hours o doy, 7 doys 0 week - IR

= yoor alter yeor. ‘

AFTER 48 MONTHS IT'S ALL FREE FOR - 1
THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.

Stonsbury hos been Boltimore's leoding '+
) dealer in home entertoinment products =
P - for more thon 35 yeors. And now

Stansbury’s Satellite Division would like

to show you how you con be enjoying

more thon 130 channels of the country’s

best entertainment on your own TV set

— FREE OF CHARGE FOR THE REST OF

YOUR LIFE!

That's why we're offering you o you don't

like it. WE'LL PACK IT UP AND TAKE IT BACK! No questions osked

Unfortunately, all residences, because of environmental obstructions can-
not make full use of a satellite system. We'll be happy to check your pro-

perty when you're ready to moke a decision.

So call today for more information on the many benefits of satellite
technology. it's far more than just the 200 movies a week and hun-

dreds of hours of overy imeginable sporting event you'll receive free.
It offers you programs from all the public, commercial and cable networks

in this entire country — plus Canada and Mexico.

Discuss it with Fred O'Neal, manager of Mon-
dawmin Photo, a member of the Stansbury group for
more than 20 years. Fred's in the Mondawmin Mall
across from the food market. He'll provide you with
literature and information.

For Stansbury’s main location and display facilities
in Northeast Baltimore, come to 6330 Frankford
Avenue, between Rt. 40 and Belair Road, or call
488-9600 daily 9 to 9 for literature — Saturday 10 to 4.

Visit him at the Mondawmin Mall, or call
523-6364 and he'll mail some exciting literature

to you.

Sfaméur

VIDEO SATELLITE
488-9600

Fred O'Neal

EASY
MONTHLY PAYMENTS

MOST MAJOR CREDIYT CARDS
MONORED
MasterCard VISA CHOICH




