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Casey. How old is he?

A. — Actor Bernle Casey is 46 and was
borm June 8, 1939 in Wyco, W. Va. He
recently accepted an award for Horry
Bobyborts af the Block (oucus & werds din
ned In Washingion, B.C Casoy iedelved Sl
M_F_A_ trom Bowiing Green University end
played six seasons for the Sen Frencisco
Forty-Niners. His film career sarted In
1969 in “The Guns of the Magnificent
Seven.” He won awards for “Maurie’ and
“Clecpeatre Jones."

Q. — Why is black octress Jennifer Beals
alwoys cost with white actors? She's even
playing Cinderella with a white mon as Prince
Charming.
MARY SMITH
Houston, Texos
A. — Jennifer Beals is a good actress ond
she is an American. lsn't it great that an
actress in America con play any port she
is lucky to win and quelify for. You are as
bod as many white Americans who deny
opportunities to black people. not
becouse of thelr talent but because of the
color of their skin. You are a bigot.

Q. — Bladk actors and octresses need work
on TV and | don't miss “The Cosby Show” it |

con help it. | was ready to change my viewing
habits and watch “Charlie and Company” with

Gladys Knight and Flip Wilson when | cought
one of the opening shows where Flip Wilson's
boss borrowed money from him and Gladys
pressured him io get the money bodk 1o repoi
her car. Flip spent most of the show aivaid fo
ask his boss for the money becouse he was
scared he would lose his job. Now how many
black people have money left over to lend
their bosses? Usuwally the boss con borrow
from a Credit Union or go 10 his boss rather
than a lowly under-paid worker. I'm disgusted.
ANNIE EVANS

Baltimore, MD.

A. — We admit that his episcde of
“Charlie and Company’’ suffers from poor
teste and atrodous writing. The ectors
don't write the shows. Write your CBS af-

fllate in your city end complein. In
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Seltimore it's WBAL, CH 11. The problem
is viewers must send In constructive
criticiem Wa want to see more of Glodys

Q. We have a bet on. | say that Billy Eckstein
wos aducated ot Howord University and he got
his start there. | say he wrote “Jelly Jelly.”
What else did he write and how old is he?
What is his real nome?

JIMMY EDWARDS

Washington, D.C
A. Billy (Mr. B) Eckstein was born July 18,
1914 in Pittshurgh, Pa. Yes, he attended
Howard University and was an Amateur
Show winner at the Howard Theatre In
1935. He received his BA in music from

Shaw University in 1974 and did further
study at University of Southern Califor.
nia. He won his first Esquire new star
aeward in 1946. He wrote “Jelly Jolly."
“Stormy Monday Blues™ and “That's The
Way | Feel.” He's 71 his real name is
Wiilies Clerencs Esteln.

Q. — | would like %0 know if the singers
Womack and Womock are o husband and wife
team or a sister and brother. How long have
they been singing?

BRENDA HOLMS
Columbus, Ohio

A Womeck ond Womsdh ave husbond
and wife ond they heve three children.
She is the deughter of the late Sam
Cooke. Both started singing when very
young and Linde used to treve! with her
Frvewrrics haPives

WASHINGTON, D.C. — So much necessc
formation disseminated at the Congre
Black Coucus Foundation's If : :
legisiative weekend last month was lost in
hoopla over the fashion shows,
receptions and awards dinner

NAT!

ot we think

it is importont fo summarize soma key iss
the masses of Down readers may e
overiocoked
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porters, who don't alwoys see these mediums.

While it is important fo court the attention
of the major newspapers and radio-television,
at times, too many nationol leaders overiook

not always reach the mass cudience, it is still
the major opinion molder and decision maoker
in the block community (or Diaspora). Even
black leaders, white politicians and all adver-
tisers reclize this foct becouse they always

\ The million dollars is paltry compared fo the

criticized by block leaders a generation ogo
who when he first focused on the poverty of
the block family, was one of the leading
witnesses at Leland’s hearing. “Our society is

ONAL ROUNDUP

once soid “Good PR is the art of doing and get-

not some Scondanavian enclave in which on-
ly in the 1980s is probably the first society in
history in which children are distinctly worse
off than adults,” Moynihan said.

in another CBC session, porticipants in o
telecommnications seminor were given con-
did insights into broadcast ownership by in-
dustry professionals who hove corved @
sizeable niche into their respective fields. The
wmmwmmm
recently orgonized the Department of Com-
merce Minority Enterprise Telecommunico-
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