Fridoy Plus, November 22, 1985 BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN

i | ‘ - TV program guide
u e Friday, November 22, 1985 to Thursday, November 28, 1985
: ' WEEKDAY DAYTIME REGULARS

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22, 1985
WMAR WRC WTTG

Page 8 BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN

! had the time ond pleasure (of
sorts) to watch the aoll-new caost
of NBC's long-running weekend
comedy hit, SATURDAY NIGHT
LIVE, and I'm sorry fo say thot |
hove very mixed emotions.

| liked it and | didnt like it.
Why? the show wasn’t up fo stan- -
dard. It wos entertaining but had
no “pizazz.” The octors were
skilled but locked “fire” in their
characterizations. Thot wonder-
ful energy and cocky confidence
of by-gone doys wasn't there,
and in my opinion, the mojority
of the performers just couldn’t cut
the comedic mustard.
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Like the song soys, “where
have oll the good guys gone” |
wish | knew, because | missed
them ond SNL needs them
(badly).

The oforementioned ‘“good
guys”’ (John Belushi, Dan
Aykroyd, Gilda Rodnor, Eddie
Murphy, Joe Piscopo, Billy Crystal
and Moartin Short, among others)
truly verged on sheer genius.
They become masters of their
art. And, in cose you are un-
fomiliar with the lost naome on
the list, he's the kid with the
“Alalfa - like sprout of hair and
high - waist pants who hopped fo
the tune of | must say”
(remember now?)

Yes, SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE
used to moke me roar with
laughter for an hour-and-o-half.
Just thinking obout The Blues
Brothers, Roseanne Rosedn-
nodano, Buckwheaot or Belushi’s
Somuroi - whatever would bring
a chuckle. Even Crystal’s original
phrase “you look marvelous” is
on everybody's lips.

Throughout the years (SNL is in
its 11th season), Viewers were
blessed to have the rare fortune
to watch (and follow) young stors
in the making, even if it meont
stoying home (or staying up) un-
il 1 a.m.

Well, perhops the members of
the 1985-86 repertory company
simply need a shot in the arm of

aodrenaline or more time fo get
used to the fast - paced formot.
| hope so, because Joan Cusack,
Robert Downey, Nora Dunn, An-
thony Michoel Hall, Jon Lovitz,
Rondy Quoid, Terry Sweeney and
Denitra Vance are, by no meaons,
slouches in their field.

The “good” news is: They are

oll accomplished performers with.
acting credits that are both ex-’

fensive and impressive. The
“bad” news is: Only one - half of
the cast (Dunn, Lovitz, Vance and
Cusock) has hod hands - on,
under - the - belt experience in
stand - up or improvisational
comedy. That's the part thot
poihers me {ﬁi‘-d the ihow}.

Joon Cusack appeared in the
1979 movie “My Bodyguard” and
more recently in "Sixteen
Condles.” She was feotured in
the NBC pilot "ALL TOGETHER
NOW" and a local Chicogo pro-
grom "TEA AND TOAST.

Robert Downey (son-of film -
maker Robert Downey, famous
for “Putney Swope”), has been
featured in the films “Pound.”
“Tutf Turt,” “First Born” ond

‘“Weird Science.” He stors as

Mussolini's son Bruno in the up-
coming miniseries "MUSSOLINI:
THE UNTOLD STORY."

Nora Dunn studied art and

Francisco ond ot The Roxy in
Chicogo.

Anthony Michael Hall has star-
red in the movies “Sixteen
Condles,” "The Breokfast Club,”
“Six Pack,” “National Lompoon's
Vacation” and most recently
“Weird Science.”

Jon Lovitz was a member of
California’'s improv group
Groundling’'s Theatre before
comingto SNL. He'll be featured
in the upcoming films “Club Sond-
wich” and “Rat Boy"” and the TV
sitcom "FOLEY SQUARE." He
recently completed a voice - over
for Disney’'s “Brave Little
Toaster.”

Veteran actor Rondy Quoid
debuted in the film “The Last Pic-
ture Show.” His motion picture
credits include “What's Up Doc”,

Patti LaBelle

“Danitra Vance and the Mell - O
White Boys.” Desecribed by the
New York Times as “equally
cognizant of Shokespeare ond
Motown,” she studied dramatic

worked as a model before turn-
ing to comedy in 1981. She per-
formed a comedy routine in San

“The Last Detail,” “The Appren-
ticeship of Duddy Kravitz,” “The
Choirboys” and “Midnight Ex-
press.” Quoid olso received an

Emmy nomination for his role in
“A Streetcar Named Desire,”

opposite Ann-%gouf.

Writer - performer Terry
Sweeney read scripts before he
wrote them. He has co - authored
four movies (three sold to mojor
studios), “Loose Women,"” “Shog"”
and "Sweet Asylum” He was o
member of an acting ensemble
nomed Banned in France.

Danitra Vance starred in N.Y.
in her own one - women show

acting in London before turning
to comedy.

Now, with the background
credentials thot these actors
have, coupled with the fact thot
I'm obviously on old fon  of
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE, please
believe # when | say I'm really
rootin’ for the show's survival.
But I've been spoiled, give me o
star, o genius, a person who can
crack up the world at the drop of

a hat, a comic hero, and I'll shut

up and be quite hoppy.

SOAP OPERA WEEK

Stamos returns to TV in wondrous ‘Alice’

By Kimberly Redmond

Q: Whatever happened fto
John Stamos, the actor who
played Blockie Parrish on
“"One Life to Live?" Last year,
Parrish was sent to prison on
the ABC soop, and | haven't
seen Stomos since. - P.B.
Jemlison, Ala.

A: Stamos starred in last year's
short-lived nighttime series
“Dreams.” On Dec. 9 and Dec. 10,
the young actor will appear as
the Messenger in the four-hour
CBS miniseries, “Alice in
Wonderland.” He's also been
signed 1o make his feoture film
debut in the upcoming action spy
thriller, “Never Too Young fo
Die.”

Q: I'm convinced that Jomes
O'Sullivan, the actor who por-
trays Pete O'Nelll on “"One
Life to Live,"” once appeared
on “All My Children.” But |
can't seem f0o recall his
character's nome. Can you
help? - B.V., Morrisville, Pa.
A: O'Sullivan portrayed Jetf Mar-
tin on “Alt My Children.” He olso
oppecared on the doytime soops,
“Search For Tomorrow,” ond
“Somerset,” and wos in the first
episode of the nighttime series,
“Our Fomily Honor.”

Q: What was the name of the
first octor to portray Joe
Perkins on "Senta Barbara?”
Where can | write 10 him? .
P.J. Fall Creek, Wis.

Q: Dane Witherspoon creoted the
role of Joe Perkins on “SB,” but
wos loter dumped when the
powers-that-be decided he
wasn't right for the role. Withers-
poon is currently portraying Tyler
McCandless on the CBS soop
“Copitol.” You con write to him
¢/0 “"Capitol,” CBS, 7800 Beverly
Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 90036.

(Have a question about soap
operas? Write Kimberly Red-

mond ot 200 Park Ave., Room
602, New York, NY 10166.
Quesiions connot be
answered personally, but
those of general interest will
be onswered In future

On the other hand, while I'm

patiently waiting for this fo occur,
perhaps the writers could take o

long and serious look ot the

quolified talent they have fo
work with and try to gear the

skits toward highlighting the real
strengths of each new performer.
A powerful and much more effec-
tive product could (and should)

result.
A thought comes to mind, why

didn't the producer (Lorne
Michoels) recruit the $100,000
comedy winner of "'STAR
SEARCH"? John Kassir
is a natural and fun-
nier than all the barrels
of monkeys in the world (with

what seems to be very little ef-
foit).
Baltimore for a short while, is o
great guy and, for the record,
auditioned for SNL way back in

e worked here in

19811}

Anyway, back to the writers, if
with their assistance, someone in
the cast could blast off into com-
edic fome and fortune, then we,
the viewers, (selfish as it sounds)
would be able to watch o great
show once again and have
something else to remember and
lough about. Plus, the die-hard
$NL foithfuls could stop whining
“Auld Lang Syne” and be content
to watch the "new"” stars come

out every Saturday night!
™V TP

Be sure 1o watch the dynamic
Ms. Pottie LaBelle in her own

special "THE PATTI LA BELLE

- SHOW" on Thursday, November

28, from 10-11 p.m. on Channel
2 (NBC). Her guest stars will be
none other than Bill Cosby,
Luther Vandross, Cyndi Lauper
and Christian recording artist and
Grammy Award winner Amy
Grant. The show should be
outstanding!

The dramatic miniseries
"MUSSOLINI: THE

George C. Scoft stars.

ASK ME ABOUT TV

Q: Can you ftell me who
played Maynard G. Krebs on

Gillis?" | say It was Pat Har-

rington, but my mother says
“Gilligan's Island” star Bob

Denver played both roles. -

J.M.. Brookings, Ore.

A: Sorry, J.M., but mom is right.
Bob Denver starred in both
series. A bit of “"Dobie Gillis"”
trivia: The role of rich, snobbish

Milton Armitage was played by

Warren Beatty.

UNTOLD
STORY will air on Channel 2,
November 24 from 8-11 p.m.;
November 26 from 9-11 p.m.
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