While recovering from a bout
of laryngitis, | had opted for my
television to entertain me. After
o day or two, | came fo an eerie
realization. Game shows ore like
7-11's (they pop up everywhere,
look just alike and alwaoys seem
to employ a motley crew of
folks).

Where did all of the o.m.
shows come from, but o better
question is why? Soon after the
morning talk shows wrapped up,
| wos bomborded with the
strange and unfamilior titles of
Breaok The Bank, Headline
Chasers, Your Number's Up
(hosted by Nipsey Russell), Sole
of the Century, and Catch Phrase.

Who is responsible for the for-
mat of these shows (ond | use the
term loosely)? Who screens the
contestants? Is mental fatigue,
emotional breakdown, loss of
self-respect or high blood
pressure a pre-requisite? Is there
a doctor in the house?

! switched from chaonnel! to .

channel for two hours ond there
was no difference thank God for
remote control! Dozens of
screaming odults . dressed for
Halloween (year-round) were
begging for Monty Hall to glance
their woy. Young and old olike
were running, skipping, tripping
and bouncing down the aisles
ofter hearing their name called
to “Come On Down.” | was
amazed.

A few shows test for and play
on the contestants’ greed, such
as Press Your Luck (aptly nomed)
or Wheel of Fortune, where you
don't have to be smart, just
lucky.

Gaomes like Jeopardy (the
ultimate in trivia) and Tic Tac
Dough do require some "grey
matter” from the players for the

true competition, while The
$25.000 Pyromid and Super
Password need quick thinkers
more than anything.

The ability to look and behave
foolishly with no show of embar-
rassment is common on Body
Languoge. But wait! While we're
on the subject of fools, have you
seen The New Newlywed Game?
From where do they recruit those
idiots?

These couples, just back from
honeymooning (ha! that's o
laugh) deliberately, with
maolicious intent verbally berate,
belittle, embarrass and physical-
ly batter each other (with their
answer cards), to the tune of host
Bob Eubank’'s encouragement.
This is love? Makes you think.

Along the same vein, The Love
Connection is. another low-
budget progrom working on an
interesting premise. The contes-
tant (male or female) chooses o
date from three prospects, goes
out with that person, returns fo
the show and tells the world (in
detail), everything that was soid,
implied or had tronspired be-
tween them.

The ‘“Chosen” date sits
backstage with a camera focus-
ed on their face all the while to
record grimaces and chuckles or
to further expound on o
humiliating incident. After thot's
over the contestant may choose
another date with the same per-
son or the choice of the audience
with the host's blessings! Too
deep for me!

Game show hosts ore o0 new
breed t00. Some are corny (Wink
Martindale of Tic Tac Dough),
some are smooth (Monty Hall of

Llet's Moke o Deal), some get
kissed (Richard Dawson of Fami-

ly Feud ond some back away,
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(Bob Barker of The Price is Right).

A few are even snappy
dressers like Alex Trebek of
Jeopardy. But where'd they find
host Pat Sajak’s (Wheel of For-
tune) sidekick Vanna White? She
must be somebody's girlfriend
with the rare talent of being able
to show all 32 teeth constantly for
30 minutes. | guess it's all in who
you know. ‘

So on it goes, an endless
stream of hosts, guest-stars and
contestants. The Game Show.

Another American institution. Big
Money. Big prizes ond long, ex-
otic vacations. Hmmm. | wonder

how you get on the $10,000
Pyramid? It's worth a try! Just
kidding.

TV TIPS

Sat—Nov. W—10 p.m.—
Channel 13—LOVE BOAI
Stephanie Mills mokes her TV
debut.

Sun—Nov. 17—7 p.m.—
Channel 13—SOLID GOLD Stevie
Wonder guests, Dionne Warwick
hosts,

Tues.—Nov. 19—-8 p.m.—
Channel 11—WE ARE THE
WORLD: A YEAR OF GIVING—o
tribute to the Music World's ef-
forts against hunger. Harry
Belafonte hosts.

Wed.—Nov. 20—10 p.m.—
Channel 13—DYNASTY II: THE
COLBYS —Debut: starring
Charlton Heston & Barbara
Stanwyck.

Fri,—Nov. 229 p.m.—
Channel 13—AMERICAN VIDEO
AWARDS.
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The Jelly Roll Morton music
concer! is this Sunday, Nov. 17.
The auditorium is in the Naturaol
History Building, and is o part of
the Resident Associates
program.

Over ot Blues Alley in D.C.,
Dizzy Gillespie is on tap, closing
out Sunday night .. .'. King of
France Tavern in Annapolis has
Stef Scaggiari ... At the

Cathedral of Mary Our Queen out
on Charles St.. the Paul Winter
Consort with Susan Osborne will
perform at 8 p.m. tonight (Friday)
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From left to right: Ben Vereen, Emmanuel Lewis and Lynne
Moody star in “Lost in London,” @ small-screen film airing

M.Mnummw Lewis makes his
made-for-TV movie debut in this Him.

Howard Rollins to star
in television drama

“The Boy King," o dramatiza-
tion of o key episode in the

childhood of Martin Luther King
Jr., will betome a first-run syn-

- dication television event in

January, it hos been onnounced
by Dr. George Back, president of

All American Television.

Adapted from a theatrical ploy
which premiered last fall to
critical accloim in Atlanta, the
hour-long drama will be pro-
duced on location this fall by
WSB-TV. |

Howard Rollins will head the
cast in the role of Doddy, Martin
tyther King Sr. The actor is best
known for his Oscar-nominated
work in “A Soldier's Story” ond
his portrayal of Colehouse
Walker in the film “Ragtime.”

Billy Jomes Parrott, president
of Parrott & People, is directing
“The Boy King.” His credits as o
director include the television
plays “The Grimke Sisters” and
“The Lady and the Lynching” for

ing of a Soldier's Story” and
“Sidney Poitier's Fast Forward.”
both for Columbia Pictures.
Christine King Farris, the sole
remaining member of the

original family, and Coretta Scott

King and her daughter Yolando
have assisted in the research and
are consultants on the project.
The original theater drama of
“The Boy King” by Rand Hopkins
will be revived ot the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in
Washington, D.C. this February.
Mr. Hopkins returned. to his
hometown of Atlanta after azting
as talent cooch for Alex Haley's
“Palmerstown, USA.” He had

done his own television adapto-

tion for “The Boy King.” Addi-
tional writing was done by Robert
Earl Price, also of Atlanta, who
was o writer for "Palmerstown!”

Air dotes are scheduled bet-
ween January 11 and February

26, the period covering Black
History Month. The .com-
memorative national holiday
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PBS; syndication specials with date is January 20, on which
Gladys Knight and The Pips, An-

drew Young, and a salute to Dr.
King, “Hoppy Birthday, Martin.”
He has also directed, “The Mak-

.. . The Allen Hauser Quartet is
ot Bertha's, Saturday . . . Ronnie
Dawson has become a fixture of
the Hyatt Regency; he's there
Fridays and Soturdays.
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- Tuneful soap song;

Duffy may return

By Kimberly Redmond

Q: I'm haunted by the
beautiful melody played on
“The Guiding Light” whenever
Lujock and Beth (played by
Vincent Irizary and Judi
Evans) are fogether. What is
the name of the song? Is it
available commercially? —
G.A., Bemus Point, N.Y.

A: Beth and Lujock’s love song

is titled “Almost Paradise,” and
it's available on the soundtrack
album from the movie,
“"Footloose."”

O: | read that David
Sederholm, the actor who por-
trays Billy Hyde on “Ryan'’s
Hope,' has also appeared on
“All My Children.” | can't
remember seeing on "AMC."”
Could you tell me what his

character’'s name was? — C.§.,,
"ﬂ""i °h|°- -

A: Sederholm briefly appeared
on “AMC" just before he signed
his “Ryan’'s Hope" contract.. The
actor claims he was a non-
contract day player and that his
"AMC" charocter was never
given a name by the show's
writers.

Q: Why did the writers of
“"Dallas’’ kill off Bobby Ewing,
who was played by Patrick
Duffy? | really miss him! —

$.5.. Miami, Fle.

A: Hollywood insiders insist
that Duffy’'s character was killed
off because the actor was going
to quit the popular prime-time
SOQp.

Q: I've missed meny
episodes of '"The Young and
the Restless,” and I'm dying to
find out what happened to
the baby that Tracl Abbott

{elayed by Beth Maitiand) was

e pecting. Can you help me
out? — C.B., Atlanta, Ge.

A: Troci, who was pregnant
with Tim Sullivan's illegitimate
child, suffered a miscarriage
after a confrontation with Patty
Williams Abbott.

(Have a question about soap
operas? Write Kimberly Red-
mond at 200 Park Ave., Room

602, New York, NY 10166.

Questions cannot be
answered personally, but

‘those of general Interest will

be answered In future
columns.)
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