CELEBRITY

All letters showld be asddressed to luson, DAWN

Mageazine, 628 N. Evtow $¢., Baltimore, Md. 271201.
All questions are weliome, but while Jason cannot

provide individos! onswers, questions of genecoel in

torest will be used in this columen.

Q. | love Philip Michoel Thomas of “Miomi

Vice”. How old is he, what is his background
and where may | write fo him?

OLGA THOMPSON

s smooed, Yo

A. Thomas was born May 26, 1949 in Col-
wmbus, Ohlo. He's 36. He's @ product of
Oskwood Coliege end University of
Caltfornia. His movies bave induded
“Sparkie” with irene Cara, 1976; “Come
Beck Cherieston Blee'. “Book of
Mumbers” and ‘‘Coonskin’.

Q. People are telling me that the actor, Mat-
thew Beard, who played the derby-wearing
child in the 1930's “Our Gang” comedies and
later on TV as “The Little Rascols”, was in and
out of jails for years and served six yeors in
federal prison for sale and possession of
heroin. What finally happened to him?
PHYLLIS LERNER

Chicago. NI

A v an interview Beard sald that in 1968
he tock a “lock et ary condition and it wes
zero.” He joined the Symanon Drug
Webocaod U o ¥ hoen [ mev oot b Lo B vucpanhana (ibam
ning 1o stoy one year and steyed seven.
b vonme hmsmeomss boo ein meowbe rodes v CWay
Down Souwth”™, 1939; “Stormy Weather”,
1943. He mede & comeback in 1974 in
“Truck Turner”. From 1972 o 1974 he ap-
peured on TV in “Good Times' and “Sen-
ford and Son’’. His first movie role wes et
ege 2% end he sterted drugs at 16 and
was first joiled ot 18. He died at the age
of 3 b Low Angedes ki Sorssory, 1981 froes

A. Barry Gordy Se., in his book “Movin’

Up” published by Herper & Row after his
death at age 91 in 1979, recalls that he

grondbathe: on his mother s shde was an

lndiaen snd his groat grendmother wes o
sherve s hother's mothes, Exther Johnson,

om0 sbawe wvvd his geowsdtbathoes  jdws Gor

dy didn't merry her but was @ white man,

o plantatics end slave cweer.

Hie meother  Lucy Heldlum, swervied Sarvy
Gordy and they hed 23 dhildres. Bavry S
was born Judy 10, 1888. He marvied o locad
school teadher, Bertha Fuller, after serv-
ing in World War |.. They moved to Detvoit
in 1977, He did odd jobe and storted the

LOOKOUT

Q. Please tell me more about Hal Willioms,

starring with Mario Gibbs on the new comedy

sevies “227". | know | have seen him
somewhere before but | con't ploce him.

SHARI WILLIAMS

Winston Salem, N.C.

A. Hal Willioms' cdeilm o fame has been
the role of the hip cop, Smitty, on the
“Santord and 300 sertes with Bedd Foux
He has ciso eppeared on TV in "Polics
Women"” and “The Jeflersons”.

Q. We have o bet on with a loudmouth in our
office. | say that David Lynch formed The Plat-
ters and he did the tenor solo on their hit “Only
You”. Is he still alive? What year was their first
hit?
KAROLE HARRIS
Baitimore, Md.

A. You are right. Lyndch a fenor, formed
the group The Platters in 1933 with Tony
Wiltliems, Horbert Roed, Poul Robi and

in 1978. He died in Long Beach, Calif. in
1981.

Q. Has Lena Horme had a nose job? | saw her

on the recent “Bill Cosby Show”™ where she per-

formed for Dr. Huxtables surprise birthday
party.

ANN SMITH

Washington, D.C.

A. Ownly her doctor would know for sure.
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