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On Stage

Nevis Mountain Dew

"Nevis Mountain Dew’ by
Steve Carter, the current produc-
ticn at the Arena Players in
Baltimore, is o drama deoling
with the existential question of

whether mere existence or a lite

with dignity and purpose are
oquivalent.

The ploy centers on a middle-
(lass West Indian family in New
York that has ot its center an
older brother who is being kept
alive by an iron lung. He is toto-
'y immobilized and dependent on
the care of his wife whose sex-

val yearnings are driving her in-
i the arms of a co-worker, a bit-
or sister, Everelda, who s
estranged from her husband and
hostile to her brother's wife, ond
a younger sister, Zeporo, who
manages the properly that the

family owns.
The invalid Jared has been

begging his loved ones to pull the

plug on his iron lung because he

cannot bear to exist in his cur-
rent state of dependency when

he was formerly a vital and virile’

man.

PRIOR to BROADWAY! Three Weeks Only!
77 1NORLD PREMIERE 1>

The entire play takes ploce on
the occasion of his fittieth birth-
| d Ayton, who is also
Zeporoh s boytriend. hos bought
a cose ol Nevis Mountain Dew, O
powerlul rum drink that even:
tually becomes O truth serum In

the words of Jared.

Billie. the wife, buys a televi-
sion set for her husbond’s room
ond it is delivered by two of her
co-workers, Boise and Lud. Jared
senses that his wife and Boise
have a mutual attraction and dur-
ing the course of the evening
many revelations come out about
the fomily relationships and

about the yearning between.

Boise and Billie. .

Essential 1o the success of the
play which | believe was first per-
formed at the Negro Ensemble
Company is a sense that the
iliness and dependency of Jared
is as much of a burden on him as
it is on his family. Their unhap-
piness stems from their dogged
determination to care for Jared
regardless of the pain he sulfers
and the pain they inflict on each
other.

All the characters with the
possible exception of Lud who is
primarily a dramatic device fo

move the play along with his slips

lines so eorly he painted himsell
into o corner in terms vocal flex-
ibility. He showed floshes
however of getling a handle on
the role. ,

Nura Soleemo-Bey gave the
sironges! performance in the
cast. Her accent was strong and
in-her posture and body move:
ment she embodied the woman
whose own lite has been re-
duced to caring for her brother
and making everyone in the
house miserable. She epitomized
sexual repression and emotional
isolation. It is good that her per-
formance was excellent because
she is the closest thing to a villain
the play hos.

Peggy Jordan, who ployed
Zeporah, has problems with her
accent and her voice level and it
seemed that they were related.
Mer accent was weak and it
wavered during the play,
however she conveyed very well
a tenderness with the other
characters in the play. She
seemed to genuinely care for

people. She demonstrated very

well the inner conflict between
her love for Ayton and her loyal-
ty to her family.

Billie wos ployed by Deborah
Cralg who wos a last minute
replacement according to the
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iween the men ond women.
Zepora ond Ayton and Boise and
Billie speck tenderly to each
other. but the kissing scenes
need work. A listless stage kiss
looks like acting, nof two
characters in @ natural setling
kissing.

Calvin  Garlic _gove a_ very
creditoble performance os
Ayton, a good hearted, free liv-
ing simple man. Garlic captured
the joy of lite of the character,
but he did not quite poriray
enough of the strength and
forcetulness of the character

Boise, as portrayed by Michael
Kane, was also a man torn by in-
ternal contradictions. He wants
Jared's wife, but he also wants to
face the husband and tell him.
Boise is o man, who does nof
wont Billie if she has to slink out
of the door secretly. Kane has
stage presence ond a good voice,
but he was slightly out of
charocter. His Boise is o bit stiff.
Also his vocal interpretation
needs work because some of his
softer phroses are garbled a bit.

irvin Carraway as Lud captures

his character very well. Lud is the
least developed character in the

play, but he is crucial to the
initiation of certain plot
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At The Movies

Sidney Poitier says
“Fast Forward’’is not

ferently th | ...Wh
Just another dance MOVI@ recing uniike my chitdren.

Veteran actor/director Sidney
Poitier says that his lotest pro-
duction "Fast Forward” is not just
onother dance movie like "Beat
Street,” "Breakin’,” "Flashdance.”
ond some of the other movies
that have transformed foncy foot-
work into big dollars at the box
oftice.

“The movie is about eight
young people from the midwest
who go to New York in search of
something...And what they are

in search of,” soys Mr. Poitier,
“Is, in my opinion, is o sense of
themselves. They go in search of
that which is essential to
them..they want to develop o

sense of selt Sutficiency in a very
difficult world.”

Discussing why he decided to
maoke “Fast Forward” the eighth

movie he has directed during his
career behind the camera. Mr.

Poitier states | think that some .

of it has to do with my own

background...and some of it has
to do wit the foct that | have six
children...and some of it hos o
do with my awareness of the dif-
ficulties faced by young people
today. It's a0 more difficult world
for young people today. It may
appear that todoy's young people
have it easy but the fact thot
young people have multiple
choices makes it more difficult
for them than when | was com.

ng up,

He adds, "Children are brought
up differently these days. | have
a great concern because my own
children have been reared dif-

| had a necessary role to play in
the daily survivol of our family

unit, which included my father,
my mother, my brothers ond
sisters. My mother couldn’t cook
unless | brought water from the
well that was about one-quarter
mile away. She couldn’t prepare
the food unless | brought home
the wood and bramble that she
would burn to put the pot on. And
she also needed that wood to put
into a rock oven so that she could
boke the bread. So, very early in

-

my life. | knowingly involved witl
survival on an immediate level.
| think thot it's hard for most kids

today to fecl that level of respon.
sibility for iheir fumily's survival.

They have to find other ways to

express responsibility for. their
fomily’s and Themselves and
uvitimately to seek their in.
dependence. That's what at.
tracted me to this movie, the fact
that it was about a group of kids
from o smaoll town seeking to
become self sulficient.”

While Fast Forward
somewhat like a fairy Yale
unraveling of its plot as its young
heroes and heroines take New
York City by storm, it also has
realistic undertones in the way
thot it explores what happens to
young people who go fo New
York and Hollywood to pursue
their dreams ol becoming stars.
Most go expecting to become
overnight successes. Many return
home after a month or so with
their dreams shottered. A ftew
stay on, hustling to survive by
washing dishes. waiting tables
and performing in the streets
Most never altain their dreams
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and a chosen rew ull:mu!ely Qo
on to stardom.

What haos a'ways foscinated
me is the street perftormers in
New York, particularly along
Broadwa. | have scen magicians.
ventriloquists and band:, perfor
ming in the streels fcr change
that | thought should have been
at the pinnacle of success. But
the competition is so keen that
these struggling artists have to
bust their derrieres to pay the
rent until they get the 'big break’
that they haove been waiting for
the break that will bring them
taome and fortune. | alway-
wondered how these street per.
formers lived, where the lived
where they came trom. Fast Fou
ward provides one scenario to
explain a possible litestyle for
such performers.

| recommend Fast Forwarna
as good family entertainment
although contain:
some mild profanity. The dancinag
s superb and the story. while
somewhat melodramatic, is fas®
paced. Fast Forwaid is a god
movie to attend just for tun andd
will undoubtedly be a manor bna
ttice success.

the movie
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of the tongue, must exhibit an in-
ner conflict between duty and

desire.

director of the play., Donald developments.

Owens. MHer performonce ex.
hibited o rawness that was op-
parent, but she showed floshes
of insight for example at the mo-
ment that she revealed her
desire for Boise and their abor-

“Up On Pennsylvania Avenue':
A Tribute to the Royal Theatre

Although the ploy sulfers trom
owkward blocking ond uneven
performances, it is still a play

that should be seen. The issue of
suvicide versus o life of incapaci-

Soap Opera Week

By Kimberly Redmond
Q.—!1 think | remember

Stuart Damon of "General

Cornell Jones, who performed
the role of Jared the night | saw

the play, gave an adegquote per-

s‘ v

A.  Nelson spent the first four
years of his lite as an Air Force
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formance. His occent held up
well but he yelled 100 early too
often in his characterization and

this made his performance a bit-

flat. if he moderates the yelling,
his performance will improve
more ropidly. By screaming his

ty is enough reason to go see the

By Bob Matthews

tive first attempt lovemaking. At
that moment she touched the
emational core of her character
briefly.

One prablem that the play had
was in the orea of passion be-

production. There are also some
good plot twists and touching
scanes of friendship also. 'Nevis
Mountain Dew" should get better
as the play is performed during
the run,

It's Bump and ““Grind’’ Time!

By lda Peters

The world premiere of Harold
Prince’'s new musical “Grind” is
set for on exclusive three-week
pre-Broadway run ot Boltimore's
Lyric Opera House. Ben Vereen
and Harold Prince will discuss
their new musical with the press

research etforts into this mystify-
ing disease. Money is critically
needed o continue research and
to maintain a clinical unit to
diagnose and treat infants af risk
for SIDS and give counseling ond
support! to bereaved fomilies.
George V. McGowan s

Pennsylvanio Ave. of the 40s
and 50s is shrouded in a mystique

which allows the oldtimers to
boast about “the good old days,”

and the youngsters to react in
wonderment.

Thus it was that WJZ-TV under.-

mance for a proposed television
special. His best-known televi-
sion roles are Uncle Phillip on
“Webster” and Chicken George,
for which he won the TV Critics
Award, in the Emmy Award-
winning “Roots.” This led to his
own network special “Ben

took to tell: the story of the
Avenue in g 3J0-minute documen-

tary, which airs Saturday night
February 23 ot 7 p.m.

Opening with a rare movie clip

of Cab Calloway doing his
“thing,”" the
employs the device of leaning on

documentary

on Monday, Feb. 25.
The $5 million production tells

the story of a Chicago burlesque
house in 1933 ond of the relation-

honorary chairperson; Mrs,
Marie Henderson and Stephen H.
Kimatian are co-chairpersons.
Dr. J. Tyson Vildon is Director of

Vereen-His Roots,” which won
seven Emmy Awards. Mr. Vereen
was also seen in ''Louis
Armstrong-Chicago Style,” the

some people who have vivid

He says point blank that he
was never involved with numbers

on the Avenuve, and stressed how
his numbers revenue fromrother
outlets gave him an opportunity
to help fledging black businesses
1o get a start,

So, it seems that the documen-
tary is divided into two parts —
one, about the Pennsylvania
Ave. doings; the other about the
Royal Theatre, for the entire se-
cond half of the piece is divided
between stories about the Royal
and entertainer Cab Calloway.

Cab is present in o

along with some Lindy Hoppers

taking off into orbit.

While the documentary is well
done, it is a bit oo fragmented
to answer the myriod questions
80s people have about the 50s
era. The impression is that the
Avenue consisted mainly of the

area between Dolphin St. and
McMechen.

There is no mention of the area
above North Ave., or indeed. the
section of the Ave. between
Presstman and North, for any
avenue denizen who travelled
the street always made it to

Bloom St. and the Vilma Tavern.

memories of the heydey of the
strip.

walkthrough on location — the

spot where the Royal once stood,
with o rather pained interview
with the ebullient Jaki Hall, who

These carping criticisms aside,
the documentary is worth wat.
ching, and it does indicote com-

Hospital'’ from a 1960s televi-
sion series. Am | right? And if
| am, can you ftell me the

show's name?
— E.S., Woodbridge, N.J.

A.--Domon, who plays Alan
Quartermaine on the ABC soap
had the lead in the 1968 NBC
series, "'The Champions.” The
show ran from June until
Septembey and Damon portrayed
Craig Stirling in the adventure
series.

Q.—I'd like to know i ac-
tors receive a contract when
they work on soap operas. If
they do, how long are they
for?

— $.K., Glenwood, IN.

A. It an actor or actress s
hired for a short-term role or if
he or she is doing a one-day role

brat, moving around with h
family from country 1o country
Ond 'r0n1 CI;Y 10 (,I'V n fh(." UF'Iih" !
States. He attended an all-boy:
high school and, hoping for o
career as a doctor, enrolled at
Southern Methodist College in
Texas. Nelson admits thaot
medicine wasn't for him.  and he
dropped out of school during hi-
junior year. He became In
terested in acting atter perforir
ing in producticns at his local
church in Little Rock, Ark. The o«
tor has appeared on " Loving  and

“e Edge ol ngh?, "as well as i
the miniseries, ' The Blue and the
Gray.

Q.—Can you tall me if the

actor who portrays Victor
Newman on "'The Young and
the Restless’ is really married

Reseorch. Tickets are $35 10 $150 to the actress who plays his

A champagne gola with the cast
will follow the mance.

Ben Vereen (Leroy) is return.

Jazz vocalist Ruby Glover is ef.
fusive in her recollections, and is
used extensively throughout the
piece. Tracy McCleary, who once
led the house band at the Royat
Theatre: and retired police detec-
tive Hirom Butler odd to the
reconstruction of the era.

ship between a block siripper

ond two men—the black “First

Banana” In the club and on

WEDNESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 27 irishman. The story is by Fay Fitz-
THRU SATURDAY, MARCH 16 hugh, ond choreography by
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Opera House, will open at Broad-

syndicated ABC-TV series
“Tenspeed and Brownshoe,
“Night of 100 Stars,” “Here's TV
Entertainment,” “Salute to the
USA Olympic Teom,” “Antoinette
Perry Awards,” “Lynda Carter
Special,” “Two Hour Love Boat
Musical Special,” "The Jesse

Owens Story,” “Statue of Liberty
in Jesus Christ Superster. His  special,” “Ellis iIsland’’, ond

‘" T ¢ . cabaret oct received raves in the . merous other shows. He will
)%r [ ' U.S., .Europ. aond Asia, and be seen this seqgson n
[ V) . garnered him 1978's "Entertainer  Showtimes' Foerie Tole Theatre's
e ‘ Infant Death Syndrome, or ¢rib.  of the Yeor,” “Rising Stor’ ond “puss n' Boots”, the “Ringling
decth. The opening night perfor-.  “Song and Dance Star” Awords gros. TV Special” and the “New
monce of “Grind” will be Tues- from the Americon Guild of jersey and You" commerical. On
day, Feb. 27, ond will benefit the Variety Artists. A 240 mile bi- film. Vereen has starred in Fun-

. . + SIDS. lnstitute of the University of

cycle ride in Mainland China . -
Marylond, o leader of major culminated with o live perfor- Continued on Page 11

pletely that the Avenve was the they genpru”y do not qgel *:..qn(}r,‘i on-screen wife, Nikki?

place for night life and entertain- 15 g contract. W they're chosen for  — M.D.. Ft. Mc;rgnn. Coflo.
ment — not representative of g major ro'c or a recurring role A Eric Braeden who por
Baltimore's black commumly, of less importance © the per trays Newman. has b an married
some of whom never made it 10 former is usually signed to a con to his wife, Dale, ¢ .nwore than
that section of rtown. fract. The G.cimgatermforama- 16 yoars. The ¢ :;ﬁpli has a son

jor soap churacter is for two o Christian. The actre -5 who plays
three yours unless the pe Braoeden's on-sc «en wile
tormer works out a special d o Melody Thomas, i in real-hite
with the soap s producers. But livorced and the wothee of o
remember 1 contract ¢an be 124 2 yeur-old daughtor Alexandro
minated b, the network cor by Q.—-Can you tell me the
LOOP ex: esatthe end ol any name of the cute little gird
13 week porod, ~who portrays Carrie Brady on
Q.—I'm a fan of John Allen 1he NBC socap ''days of Our
Nelson, the octor who por.  Lives''?
trays Warren Lockridge on - S.M., Lynchburg, Va.
"Santa Barbara.” Coan you tell A Carriv Brady s played by
e about him? ‘mild actress Andioa Barber. who
- G.D.. Parlin, N.J. Continued on Pagmii

moderates the piece.

Jaoki opened the piece decked
ou! in a costume conveying the
glamour and style of the roaring
20s, complete with flapper hat, o
tight cloche as they once called,
and flouncy tight skirt in keeping
with the period.

Award-winning performance in
Pippin. He olso storred on
Broodwoy in Helr and os Judas

Earnest Winborne is the pro.
ducer and editor of the place
and we credit him with preserv.
ing for posterity, a little of the

olan which made the Avenue o
living thing.
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William (Little Willie) Adam:s is
quite vocal in his reminiscences,
and points out that the Casino
building was one of the first,
followed by Gamby's and other
clubs.

There is a plethora of "talking
heads ' in the piece - infact we
are present for abou! a 20 second
clip. but to the credit of the pro.
ducer. there are a lot of visuals
l_il‘“p.UVQd.
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Credit too mus!t be given Joki
Hall whose smooth delivary o 4
obvious backgrounding !
materiol kept the poce of
documentary moving. Her,
thoroughly professional |

edl'e Bur M . ' B Bt I
/.;\ /v | I \/\/v\\ It is also just about the tirst
| \/ - time that Adams laid to rest all
the stories about his involvement
with the numbers racket.

Ihore is rare footage ol the
Cootie Williams band playing




