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if it pleases your honor, the offense resis

By SAM DAVIS
Review Staff Writer

Maybe it was the arctic weather. Or
the lack of time the players had to
work together.

Whatever the reason, the offense
never really materialized in the second
annual Freedom Bowl All-Star Classic
in Atlanta, which had been billed as a
scoring free-for-all.

The SWAC defense was the
beneficiary of five MEAC turnovers,
two of which it turned into
touchdowns, to take a 14-0 win In an
uniinspiring defensive stfuggle.

Considering the gifts the SWAC
received deep in MEAC territory, the
score could have been more lopsided.
However. four times the SWAC bogg-
ed down inside the MEAC 20 and
Grambling’s Jorge Rosales missed field
goals of 31, 27, 22 and 32 yards.

Fven more disappointing was the
performance of Mississippi Valley's
Jerry Rice, a recent number one pick In
the USFL draft and a sure first-
rounder in the upcoming NFL draft.
Rice. who caught 112 passes during the
'84 season, was billed as the game’s top
attraction, but caught only one pass
for 40 yards.

Not only did the MEAC do a fine
job stopping Rice, but when he did
manage to work himself free, the
SWAC quarterbacks were unable to
get him the ball.

SWAC Coach Marino Casem sad
his team went to a conservative runn-
ing attack because the MEAC put a lot
of emphasis on stopping Rice and
because his team had trouble connec-
ting on its passes.

N C. Central's Gerald Fraylon behind center at practice. His scrambling keyed what little offense the MEAC

team could muster (photo by James Parker).

“I'm not disappointed,’’ said Rice,
who brought the 18,000 fans at the
game to their feet when he almost
scored on his only reception of the
game in the first quarter. ‘I think I
had a good day. I had a chance to open
things up for other people.”

-------------------—---—-—----—-—-

“They jumped on Rice and we killed them with another fine
receiver. Magee can do it with the best of 'em.”

-- Marino Casem

#

“I just took what they gave us,”’ said
Casem. “‘I'm just glad we won."’

Going into the game, Casem said he
thought his team would throw often,
but once he saw the defensive scheme
of the Larry Little-coached MEAC, he
chose to resort to another plan of at-
tack.

“I thought we’d be able to throw
it,"”” said Casem, whose quarterbacks,
John McKenzie of Jackson State and
Kevin Parker of Fort Valley State,
completed only nine of 19 passes for
135 yards. ‘‘If you can’t throw it, then
you have to try something else that you
can do."”

Rice, who had turned down an op-
portunity to play in the prestigious
Senior Bowl to come to Atlanta, said
he was satisfied with the way he played
even though few passes were thrown
his way.
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Rice said he chose to play in the
game as a tribute to his conference and
his coach, Archie ‘‘Gunslinger’’
Cooley.

“The SWAC gave me 2 chance to
play college football and now it was
time for me to give something back, "’
said Rice. “‘I'm a strong supporter of
the SWAC."”

While Rice was being hounded by
MEAC defensive backs, teammate
Calvin Magee was busy working
himself free underneath the coverage
for short passes. Magee, a 64,

227-pounder from Southern Universi-

ty, caught four aerials for 71 yards, in-
cluding a 34-yard touchdown pass
from Parker.

‘““It took a total team effort to win,”’
said Magee, who was named the
game's Most Valuable Player. “‘It was
a privilege just to play in a game like

this and 1 wanted to show what I could
do.

‘““] came into the game with the at-
titude of doing well and showing the
NFL scouts something,’’ said Magee, a
territorial pick of the Portland
Breakers in the USFL draft. ‘‘Playing
with the players here really helped me
because it opened things up for me.

“With a player like Rice on the out-,

side, it gave me a lot of passes
underneath,’”’ said Magee. ‘‘Rice drew
the defensive backs when he went deep
and that gave me the inside to work
with."’

Casem agreed.

““They jumped on Rice and we killed
them with another fine receiver,”” said
Casem. ‘‘Magee can do it with the best
of 'em.

‘“They were doubling up on our
wideouts and we had to find a way to
solve it,”’ said Casem. ‘‘So, when they
jumped outside, we came back inside
with short passes and a running game
up the middle."

Leading the way for the SWAC in
the second half, when it began to
dominate play, was unheralded runn-
ing back Carl Blue of Jackson State,
who finished the day with a game-high

«64 yards on 21 carries.

Blue tallied the SWAC’s only other
touchdown on a two-yard burst up the

middie in the final 1:24 of the game
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and was named the SWAC's outstan-
ding offensive performer.

“I think the power game was work-
ing really well for us,”” said Blue. I
think they were so worried about our
passing game that it opened up the run-
ning game."’

Little and the MEAC chose to let the
SWAC use short-yardage plays to con-

trol most of the third and fourth

quarters rather than gamble on Rice
breaking the big play.

“We weren't going to let Jerry Rice
beat us,’” said Little. *“... The key to
the game was turnovers.”’

Though the SWAC dominated play
in the second half, the MEAC had its
share of chances in the first stanza.
After holding the SWAC on downs on
the initial possession of the game, the
MEAC mounted the first offensive
threat of the day. '

Starting MEAC quarterback Gerald
Fraylon of North Carolina Central
(one of the CIAA players invited to
play in the game) moved his team from
its own 46 to the SWAC 29, but when
the drive stalled, Fardad Sayyarpour’s
46-yard field goal attempt fell short.

Later in the quarter, the MEAC
began to mount another drive that car-
ried into SWAC territory. Fraylon,
who ignited his team with his scrambi-
ing, get-it-down-anyway-I-can leader-
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And a supplement to these newspapers:

Atlanta Voice
Baltimore Afro-American

Baton Rouge Community Leader
Carolina Peacemaker

Carolina Times

BILACK COLLECE SPOLTS REVIEW

A publication of the

Charleston Chronicle

Chicago Metro News
Daytona Times

Houston Forward Times

Jackson Advocate
Mobile Beacon

JANUARY 1985

Winston-Salem Chronicle

Norfolk Journal and Guide
Pee Dee Observer
Pittsburgh Courier
Richmond Afro-American
Speaking Out |
Washington Afro-American
Winston-Salem Chronicle
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THE BEST AND
BRIGHTEST '85

By GREGORY D. CLAY

Beyond ‘“‘can’t-misses” like Rice, Holt and Burkett,
who's likely to latch on to pro football contracts?
Coaches, scouts and players speculate.

THE OFFENSE RESTS

By SAM DAVIS

The 1985 Freedom Bowl All-Star Classic was sup-
posed to be wild and high-scoring. But it wasn't.

WHERE COACHES FEAR
TO TREAD

By SAM DAVIS

- Some basketball courts can swallow visiting teams

and coaches whole, including Johnson C. Smith’s
dreaded Brayboy Gym.

HE SPEAKS SOFTLY BUT
CARRIES A BIG STICK

By GREGORY D. CLAY
Grambling's massive James Polk continues the

Tiger tradition of mammoth linemen, but can he
survive a pro camp
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INSTANT REPLAYS

By ALLEN JOHNSON

What's wrong with black college athletics, and
some suggestions on how to fix it.

INTERVIEW

By SAM DAVIS

CIAA Commissioner Bob Moorman discusses his
league’s future.

PROFILE

By SAM DAVIS

Army veteran Gene Lake decides he wants to enlist
in the pro ranks.

ALL-AMERICAN TEAM

ON THE COVER:

Two of black college football's most talked-about
seniors: Mississippl Valley wide receiver Jerry Rice
and his nemesis, Alcorn State defensive back
issiac Holt (photo by Mark Lyons).




