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Produ.gor of hlt series ‘“Webster’
probes issue of child abuse

By Merta TYarbell
Madeline Sunshine has felt
compelled to write a show about
child obuse for years. “| was
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“carmen’’: A compelling
theatrical experience

The Theater Project has done taithful. As the war deteriorotes

its brand new bullding and new for the Republic, so does Jose
lease on life well with Carmen: and- Carmen'’s relationship. He
The Play, Spain 1936 by the Com- eventually kills her ond returns fo
municado Theater Company of  his desola’ed Basque homeland
Edinburgh Scotland. The story of orrives ot the realization that
the play has had many incarna- while he has been obsessed with
tions including Bizet's opera and Carmen the fascists have won the

outside of my family,” says the

36-year-old executive producer
of ABC's “Webster.” “And | had

o lot of trouble getting people to
believe me.”
On Friday, Jan. 25, “That Uh-

mounts 1o immunize children
agoinst sexval abuse: No — Go
— Tell.

“We did a lot of research’™
odds Miss Sunshine, who moved
Oh Feeling,” in which Webster from New York, where she wrote
rescues an B-year-old girl whose for "Sesome Street,” to Los
ofter-school tutor is demanding — ~ Angeles three years 0go. "“Ore
thot she “tickle” him, will air as thing we learned is that kids
o result of Miss Sunshine's don't lie about something as
crusade. serious as sexual abuse.”

“Webster overhears what's go- For 24 hours ofter the
ing on between them,” Miss Sun- Webster” episode airs, ABC will
shine explains, “but the audience sponsor G national child-abuse

—: 30~
SUPER PASSWORD
LEAVE IT TO BEAVER

Otto Preminger’s film adaptation
“Carmen Jones.”

This production of Carmen
places the doomed lovers Jose

ond Carmen into the context of
the Spanish Civil War. Becaouse of
the international intervention by
various nations in that conflict
the Scottish accents of the actors
are not as incongruous as they
seem ot first.

The ploy illustrotes the pas-
sions both political and personol
that were rampant in that coun-
try during the bitterly contested
civil wor. Jose, a nolve bosque
soldies In Fraonco's army,
becomes obsessed with o seduc-
tive. treacherous gypsy nomed
Carmen who induces him fo

release her when she Is caught
robbing o church.

He releases her ond olmost
gets executed for his breach of
discipline. He gets a reprieve and
goes on 1o fight. Loter, he sees
the gypsy woman n ond his
passion is Inf agoin. He
ends up killing his commander
over Carmen and he is forced to
live o life as 0 smuggler and gun

runner o the Republic in order 1o
survive.

His beloved Carmen is 0 dou-
ble ogent oand a continuous
source of torment 10 him becouse
she will not even pretend fo be

war.
He makes o belated declaro-

vion thot the fascists must be

fought, but it is too late the wor
is lost: his Cormen is lost to him;

his innocence is lost forever.
The production is very inven:

tive. It features two on stage
female musicians who play per-
cussion instruments and violins
for musical enhancement of

scenes and for transitions. All the

octors except Jose and Carmen
play multiple roles ond the

never sees the'man. We've done
it very matter-of-factly. For ex-
ample, his voice i pleasant —
which makes what he's saying oll
the more chilling.”

Miss Sunshine and her hus-
bond. Steve, also o “Webster”
producer, worked closely with
two- clinical child psychologists,

and o rape relief organization in
Seattle, Wash.

“The Seattle people come up
with the phrase ‘that uh-oh feel-
ing,’ to describe child abuse in @

hotline. Its number is (1) 800-4-A.-
CHILD.

“Our message to kids is: ‘Keep
talking until someone hears

you',” says Miss Sunshine. “"And.

i someone has given you a bad
touch, it's not your foult. OQur
message o porents is also sim-
ple: Learnto believe your kids'."

Morgan Freeman:Still Yearning For Home

The American South maintains

sparse Set uses only a platform, o o mythic hold on the heorts

o few boxes ond venetion blinds
on frames fo create a prison cell

or @ room or any number of
configurations.

The Communicado Theater of
Edinburgh Scotiand hos coptured
both the political otmosphere of
the Sponish Civil ‘Wor and the

passionate obsession thot
characterizes Jose and Cormen's

relationship.

“Carmen” is o compelling
theater experience that lounches
the new Theater Project with

inative ond thought-provok-
ing excellence. | recommend this
play with no hesitation and great
enthusiasm. If subsequent
Theater Project shows ore on this
level one con say thot the

Boltimore theater scene has been

improved immeasurably.

Showcase Theatre

at Arena

Under the sponsorship of the
Arena Players, Inc., Showcose
Theotre of Washington, D.C. will
present its successful comedy
production of Don Evans’, One
Monkey Don't Stop No Show.
Directed by Alan Sharpe, this
special engagement will run
January 25 thru 27 for four per-
tormances only in one weekend
with performances on.Friday ot
8:30 p.m.; Saturday at 2:30 p.m.:
and Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30 ot
the Arena Playhouse on 801 N.
McCulloh Street in Baltimore.

One Monkey. Dan't Stop No

Playhouse

Show is o hilarious battle bet-
ween the sexes, chronicling the
panic, confusion ond hysteria
arising when o middle-aged
preacher, his bourgeoise wife
and their preppy teenage son
find themselves caught up in the
sexval revolution.

The Baltimore e ent will

mark the beginning of a five-city
tour. Other scheduled stops n-
clude Bowie, Md; Harrisonburg,
PA: Roonoke, VA; and Boston,

MA in February and March.

For more information call
728-6500.

ond minds of its notive sons,

like octor

cessful career on the stoge

in television and motion pictures
in North, yet he is determined to
return one day 10 Mississippt,
where he spent his hopplest

boyhood days.

'l live there agoin, eventual-

ly,” he insists, "l live in Nev. York
becouse that's whiere the work is
for me. But | own property in
Mississippl, my parents ore

there. ond someday, perhops In
my reticement, I'll retum there o

stoy.” .

eroomon norrotes and stors in
o pivotol role as an Atlanta police
oMficer in “The Atlonto Child
Murders,” five-hour mini-series
1o be broadcast SUNDAY, FEB. 10
ond TUESDAY FEB. 12 on CBS.

The mini-series, which Is bas-
ed on the investigation info the
murders of black youths in Atlan-
1a between 1979-81 and the pro-
socution and conviction of o
suspect, Wayne Willioms, didn’t
dampen Freeman s aHection for
the South.

But it did point up the dif-
ferences between the region 1o-
doy ond during Freemon's own

in o different
40's and 50's.”

mayor on down. That concept is
totally new from the situation

which | grew up with.

“| grew vp in on easy-going.
small-town atmosphere where
everybody knew everybody

“ he adds. "There waos O
system of profec-

 such as your schoot and
ghborhood. Everything
getting you

soft-spoken ond reserved,
Freeman shies owaoy from
discussing the octual Atlonto

 noting that so
many aspects remaoin 0 mystery.
“The mini-series is going 10 pro-
voke thought ond roise Ques
tions, I'm sure, and that's alwoys
good.” he reflects.

"My character, Ben Shelter, is
not a real person, but o com-
posite -of severol people who
were involved in the case,” he
points out. “
about when the
evidence that was found that
could octually be tied to anyone
was the dothing fiber found on

the suspect. So ot the end of the
trial. he was dissatisfied. It just

didn't seem enough.”

Filming of the mini-series was
emotionally arduous, yet it had a
bright spot for Freemon: he was

married during production fto
Myrna Colley-Lee, o costume

designer he first met in 1975
while they were working on o
play together.

It capped a heclic
- everal ymwhonhowmwmk-
ing as o regulor on the doytime
serios, "Anather World,” For o

ime. he also starred at night in
the New York stoge production of
“Gospel at Colonus,” for which
he won on Obie Aword.

He eorlier had won on Obie
Awaord for “Mother Courage —
and o Tony Aword nomination, o
Clarence Derwent Award ond o
Orama Desk Award for “The

Mighty Gents.”

His theatrical motion pictures
include “Teochers,” "Horry ond
Son.' "Eyewitness’ and
“Beuboker.” Among mony felevi-
sion credits ore “The Marva Col-
lins Story” on the Network,K “At-
tica” “Roll of Thunder, Heor
My Cry."

More recently, he starred in o
production of “Gospel at Col-
onus.” at the Arena Stoge n
Washington, D.C., ond starred
with Sissy Spocek in the upcom
ing motion picture, ) e.’

wolter
“Hello. Dolly!” that starr

Boiley and Cab Collowoy. “Dan-
cing Is o full-time occupation,
Freeman observes, “It's nof
something | set as 0 coreel gooal.

It was more something | studied
10 increase my job chances when

| was storting out.’

Frequently cast in white-collar,
urban-type roles, Freeman's rurol
roots come out when he

discusses his future plons. Ask-
ed what kind of role he aspires

0. he responds, “"You know, |
would really like to do o

 ‘Western.”

(HBO) MOVIE (MON, TUE, THU. FRI)
(HBO) RED SKELTON'S FUNNY FACES
W (WED)

—10:30—
LAVERNE & SHIRLEY

SALE OF THE CENTURY
BEWITCHED

FAMILY FEUD

LET'S MAKE A DEAL

3-2-1 CONTACT (R) ).
DIMENSIONS IN SCIENCE (TUE, FRI)

— 11:00—
(@) WHEEL OF FORTUNE
TRIVIA TRAP

w100~
DAYS OF OUR LIVES

BLACK FORUM (FRI)
JUST FOR YOU (MON)
HOWARD PERSPECTIVES (TUE)
CENTS (WED)
TONY BROWN'S JOURNAL (THU)
(HBO) MOVIE (TUE)
(HBO) VIDEO JUKEBOX (THU)

Lione! Richie serves as host for

“"The American Music Awards,'

which airs live from Hollywood on Monday, Januvary 28 on ABC.

Murray Sayles saarch for exonc T
uries leads him to Beverly Hills and a tor
mal stag party

- 030 —
(HBO) BRAINGAMES Viewers are nvited
1o test their mental skills n a senes of
fast-paced animated games

- 1:30~
(HBO) MEN AT WORK N CONCERT The
Grammy-winmng Australian Qroup per
torm such hits as 'Down Under, The
Underground.” “Who Can it Be Now
and more

—2'30~—
3 CHILDREN'S THEATRE Mowgl s
Brothers”' Ammated HRoddy McDowell
narrates Rudyard Kiphng s Story of a boy
who 18 adopted and raised by wolves

— 00—
(7) ABC AFTERSCHOOL The Greal
Love Expernment’ ' Four high school stu
dents conduct an experiment 10
wransform the personality of a nobody
that teaches them a valuable lesson (R)

Q

- §:00 —
B NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Richard Ki
ey narrates this close-up examination of
ihe behawvior of hgers 0 the wid. himed

in two of India’s national parks .

(I‘ﬂO) WS Viewsrs are invited
1o test theyw mental skilis »n @ senes Of
fas! paced anmated Qgamds

DAYTIME CHILDREN'S SHOWS

-—2: 30—
30 CHILDREN'S THEATRE 'Mowgh s
Brothers ' Ammated Roddy McDowelt

narrates Rudyard Kiphng's story of @ D'y |

who 1s adopted and raised by wolves

e ) 00 —
},. ABC AFIERW “"The Great
Love Experiment’’ Four mgh school stu
dents conduct an gxpenment 1O
iransform the personahty of a not Oy
that teaches them a valuable lesson (F)

r 9
gy

—‘m—
(HBO) FRAGGLE ROCK (oo ASCOVerS
the consequences Of seMishness when
he hoards some magical grapes

DAYTIME MOVIES

.—-'m.-—
(HBO; 'Tubby The Tuba' (1977) Anmal
od Voices by Dick Van Dyke. Pear! Bay
ley A soul searching tuba. unhappy with
hs monotonous sound and envious of
other orchestra mstruments, searches
for a umque melody of s Own 10}
- T.30—
(MBO) ' Oh God' Book § (1980) George
Burns. Suzanne Meshette God returns
1o Earth and chooses the young daugh-
1or of an advertising executive 10 spread
his message to the world PG
- 1000 —
(HBO) ''Tender Mercies' (1982) Roben
Duvall. Tess Harper A formes country
and western singer, whose e and CA
reer were ruined Dy alcohohsm, falls n
love with @ Midwestern matel owner and
decides 1o Make A comeback PG
—12:00—
(MBO) Zehg (1983) Woody Allen Mia
Farrow Documentary style profte «f a
man with the abiity 10 acquire both the
physical and mental trans of the panpe
he meets PO
— 100~
(&) “Inferno’ (1953) Robert Ryan. Rhor
da Fleming A milhionawe 1S left 10 Qe 10
the desert by s wite and her UL
€ '‘The Don Is Doad (1973) Anthony
Quinn. Fredenc Forrest When a Mata
chiettain dies, @ masswe and tar-rea:_h
ng power struggle erupts among OpPOS
ing syndicate tamihes vying for control
— 230~
(MBO) ' Oh God' Book I (1980) George
Burns. Suzanne Pleshette God returns
1o Earth and chooses the young daugh
1er ol an advertising executive 10 spread
s message to the world PG




