THELMA HOUSTON
“"Qualifying Heat"” (MCA)

In this record business roce,
Thelma Houston, whom we

haven't heard from in quite some

time. has decided to run in the
“Qualifying Heat,” her second
album on MCA.

Her first effort on a major label
as o solo singer was the album
“sunshower,” on LP liked by
critics but without much chart
SUCCeSS.

She went on to record 6 albums
for Motown. In 1977, she won o

Grammy for “Don’t Leave Me This
Way,” a single that hit number
one on the pop charts. Thelma
olso has been featured on the
soundtracks for “Looking For Mr.
Goodbor,” "Thank God It's Fri-
day,” and “Bingo Long's Travel-
ling All-Stars And Motor Kings."”
“Qualifying Heat” is her tenth
album. This is, for the most part,
an upbeat album, and her voice
is in as fine a shape os it was
when she did “Don’t Leave Me
This Way.” _
Of course, she does your stan-
dard uptempo *black contem-

Introducing

.ﬂnfypowrrﬂlvoﬂu'od
such ortists as Alicia Myers

ond Stephnie Mills. One in-
teresting cut here is “You Used

| To Hold Me So Tight.” It isn't often

recorded

this cut. -

Spacey synthesizer lines ond o
few bits of saxophone also help
out this funky number.

Not only does “I'd Rather
Spend The Bad Times With You
Than Speid The Good Times With
someone New” have a rather

long ftitle, but its hip-hop in- -

strumentation is reminiscent of
such joms as Shannon's “Give Me
The Night,” among others.

The album really shifts into
high gear with “Shake You,” a
crisply produced rock number
with the some beat and style as
shalomar's “Dead Giveaway.”

And to close out the album,
Thelma decides to tell you “What
A Woman Feels Inside,” a slower
number with a heavy baoss.

As executive producer of the
project, Thelma Houston has
reason to be proud of this album.
A hit single from this one is O
definite possibility.

Other cuts: “(I Guess) It Must
Be Love,” “Fontasy And Heart-

break " “"Generate Love,” "Love
Is A Dangerous Game."

Trazana Deverly
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cle in which Ms. Beverley won
har Tﬂn\: Award

To one who was familiar with

perform
past triughphs. For one who haos
not seen ‘For Colored Girls..." |
suppose the performance was
fresh, but there wos @«
hodgepodge oir to the pro-

“For Co|c%:ed Girls...” much of the

ceedings that left this writer with

a strange sense of indifference of

ce was a rehashing of

the Baltimore Capital Access Sharing Forum.
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The first mutln% of Baltimore CASH will be held on Wednesday,

January 30, 1985 from 12:00 noon untll 2:00 p.m. at the Forum,

at 4210 Primrose Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21215,
: is the Cash?’’ The keynote speaker

Price, Assoclation of Minority Enterprise
Small Business Investment

For more information, call, (301) 367-0300

the end of the show.

Hopefully, the show was not
put together as casually as it was
out of any disdain for the tastes
of theatergoers in Baltimore. |
also hope that the discrepancy
between what was odvertised
and what was performed was not
a result of a cavalier attitude.

Trozana Beverley is an im-
mense talent and she needs fo
find a theatrical property worthy
of her ability. Her skill as an ac-
tress is well established. It is not
necessary 1o print on the front of
the program that she is o Tony
Award winner while neglecting
fo put the name of the production
on the some front poge.

Ms. Beverley's talent should be
showcased in a much better for-
mat with o cleor focus, not just
a collection of paems without @
unifying theme. -
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DINING OUT

(Continued from page 3)

ner entres ranging from $12.95 to
$18.95.

'So, what is so disappointing
about the restaurant you ask?
Two things, The two | cannot
abide in any eating
establishment.

One. is to be kept waiting.
Whether that wait is 10 be
seated, to have my order-taken

or. heaven forbid, to bring me my
food. Once | order, the count:
down begins and if the wait gets

too far past 20 minutes, | get very.

upset. On this recent visit 1o
Tugs, my escort and | waited, ot

legs? 25 minutes to he sarved.

despite the few number of
patrons inside. Even our waiter,
ofter a while, began apologizing
every time he post, asking sar-
castically, “hungry yet?”

Which brings us to the second
problem — being seated in the
rear of a restaurant, particularly

when the restourant is half
empty.

In this doy and age, the couse
simply cannot be racism (plus, |
passed another black couple
seated up front). In fact, | dont
even care what the reason is. All

| know is that | find it very In-
sulting to be seated next to the

coffee pots in the midst of the
waiters’ cove, no matter how
friendly the waiters ore.

Tugs, |'m sure, con be one of

the most pleasant dining spots in
downtown Baltimore. A bigger

push by the entire staff could
assure every patron an enjoyable
evening every time .oy visit.
Moderate; — Accepts major
credit cords

All Expense Paid
Trip To The

WHEELS CONTEST

Jan. 10 thru Jan. 31, 1985
from 11 p.m. — 2 a.m.

$2.00 Admission

Couples to be selected
Jan. 31, 1985

When its time for a bowling or
skating break, always think
of Shoke & Bake.
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The Tube

TV program gulde for Baltimore/Washington
Friday, Januvary 18, 1983 to Thursday, January 24, 1985
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