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ble actress. Ms.
highly talented. Her technique is
powerful and she reaches the
; 8 emotional depth in her portrayals
B el that can provide that n
g sl citement thof is only !ound in the
theater. .

Beverley is

mysticol ex-

Unfortunately, Ms. Beverley's

recent one woman show af

Gallery 409 showed thot the best

i performer cannot maoke a one

Trazana Bevorley's one
woman show disappoints

A one charocter show |s risky
business. Ittakes an exceptional
actor to captivate an audience for
an hour or more. There have
been notable successes in this
genre such as Arthur Banks’ por-
trayal of Frederick Douglass in
1ho early 70's on Broadway ond
Hal Holbrook's “Mark Twain.”

Historical characters have pro-

ven to be the best material for
one person shows because of the
dramatic or poetic character of
their lives. Also there is frequent-
ly a centrol thread that runs
through the lives of the persons
that give the play a focus.
Trazano Beverley has turned o
the one woman show recently
aofter her successes as an ensem-
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person show soar without a script

thot
After one marveled at the skill of

Ms. Beverley there was very lit-
tle left for one to marvel at.

provides a central idea.

The advertising for the show
indicated that the show would be
“The Spirit Moves,” a show that
Ms. Beverley is raising funds for
to take to New York. The play is
supposed to have o centrol idea,
the spiritval awakening of a
young woman.
The play that the audience sow
was "“"Colors from the Rainbow.”
This show had no unifying theme
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from the cnoreopoem “For
Colored Girls Who Have Con-
sidered Suicide When The Rain.
bow Is Enuff”’ which was the vehi-

(Continued on page 6)

and the entire process seemed
like bait and switch odvertising.
“Colors from the Rainbow”
featured a number of poems per-
formed quite well by the octress.
However, four of the poems were
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When MGM/UA opens “That's
Dancing!” in theatres throughout
the United States ond Canoda,
the greatest dance numbers ever
captured by the motion picture
camera come fogether in one
dazzling presentation. Among
the 150 outstanding Mollywood
musicals, the spotlight will shine
prominently on the magical ar-
tistry of block doncing legends
from yesterday and today.

The movie covers virtully every
form of dance — tap, |jozz,
modern, ballroom, soft-shoe,
Charleston, Latin, disco and pop-
pin’ and rockin’. There are scenes
from new films like the trendset-
ting "'Flashdance,” Michael
Jackson's electritying short,
“Beat It,” and the street-jom se-
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“That’s Dancing!’’ captures
“that old black magic”

quence from the movie "Fame."

From the past there is the in-
novative footwork of block
dancers which will owe young
audiences today.

Among the exciting and stylish
dancers ore Bill _"Bojangles”
Robinson, The Nicholas Brothers,
Sommy Davis, Jr. and Poula Kel-
ly. Each of these daoncers come
from humble beginnings and
through their incredible talents

rose to great heights in the world
of entertainment.

Bill Robinson was known os the
“King of Tap Dancers” throughout
his long career on stage and in
movies. He was born.in 1878 in
Richmond, Virginia and, being
orphaned early, was raised by
his grandmother, a former slave.

“"Hurryv up, vou should have gone yesterday” —
Clive Barnes, N.Y. Post

et

THE ALVIN AILEY
AMERICAN DANCE
THEATER

Lyric Opera House
February 1-2

e

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 1 & 2, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $30.00. $25.00. $20.00,. $17.50, $15.00, $12.50, $10.00

Sat., Feb. 2, 2200 p.m.
lickets: $25.00, $20.00, $16.00, $14.00, $12.50, $10.50. $8.50

Tickets and program information:
call 396-3181, 9:00 a.m. 10 4:00 p.m.
lickets also available at Lyric Box Office after Jan. 14

!

Sponsor- ! by Urban Services Agency /Cultural Arts Program
and W)Z-TV, Channel 1}
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The Nichnlas Brothers’ lncrodlblo perfor-

. :;;, .

"Down Argentine Way'' is one of the brilliont

mance in the title song and dence from dance numbers from MGM's 'Thet's Dancingl”

Robinson died in 1949

Fayard and Marold Nicholas
were the most explosive tap
dancers on the vaudeville stage.
performing ocrobatic leaps and
splits so astounding in their vigor
thot they were incredible to
watch. Their speed, polish and
inexhaustible energy were
unmatched.

The Nicholas Brothers wil! go
down in history as two of the
greatest exponents of acrobatic
tap dancing around. They grew
up in Philodeiphia, the sons of
musicians who played in their
own band ot the old Standard
Theater; the mother at the piano
and father on drums.

In “That's Dancing!” Sammy
Davis, Jr. hos a special op-
pearance as the host of one of
the segments and there s
footaae of him dancina on film.

Davis, often called “the world's
greatest entertainer’” has
remarkable versatility as o
singer, dancer, actor, mimic and
musician,

Born in 1925, Davis first ap-
peared in yaudeville with his
tather gnd Will Mastin at - fowr
years oid. In 1931 he maude his
movie debut with Ethel Waters n
“Rufus Jones for President,” and
tallowed this with an appearance
in "Season’s Greetings. "

Throughout the 1930s, the Will
Mastin Trio continued %o play
vaudeville, burlesque and
cabarets. in 1943 Davis entered
the Army ond served for two
years writing, directing and pro-
ducing camp shows. Aler his
discharge, he rejoined the trio,
which In 1946 cracked the "“big-
time" club circuit with o suc-
cessful Hollywood engagement.

In 1959 he played Sportin’ Lile
in the movie version of “Porgy

and Bess.” Other Davis movies
include "Oceans 11" and Rohin

and the Seven Hoods.” In 1966 his
autobiograplhy Yes, | Can.was o
best seller, ard he starred in his
own network television series.

Paula Kelly is one of the _moﬁ
sought after multi-talented per-
formers today. As o doncer/
singer/actress she has made her
mark on stage, television and in
film.

Kelly received wide acclaim for
her portrayal of Helené in the
stage version of “Sweet Charity”
when It was booked as the first
legitimate show in Las Vegos.
Kelly later reprised her role in
the film version of “Sweet Chari-
ty” which starred Shirley

Maoclaine. “That's Dancing! ™ pays

tribute o “Sweet Charity” with o

sequence fcaturing Kelly,
Maclaine and Chite Rivera donc-
ing in one of the great moments
in. motion pictures.

Born In Jacksonville, Florida,
Kelly wos raised in Horlem's
Sugor Hill. She majored in voice
at Manhattan's Migh School of
Music and Art. Kelly industriouvs-
ly earned her way as a scholor-
ship student majoring in donce ot
Julliord. She studied hard,
learned ond prepared. Kelly took
no primrose path 1o the field of
modern donce. Kelly continues o
show gratitude to her porents,
Ruth and Lehman Kelly, for their
supportive role in the develop-
ment of her coreer.

PAC AGENCY PRODUCTIONS present The

NEW YORK JAZZ FESTIVAL
Srerving

ROY AYERS

"IN THE DAIK“

TOM
BROWNE

“"YTormmy Gun’

LONNIE LISTON SMITH
NOEL POINTER ¢ JEAN CARN

"Fontasia”

Don't Let It Go To ‘our Heod’

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF symphony Hall

1212 Cathedral $t. * Baltimore, MD.

SAT. FEB. 16 — 8:00 P.M.

All Seats Reserved $21.00 - Box Seat $25.00

Tickots on sale att MEYERMOFF BDOX OFFICE, 727-7300 * MODERN MUNC,
Mondewmin, 669-7616 ODELL'S BOX OFFICE, 21 £. Nerth Ave. 837-3222 ¢
RECORDMASTERS, Relsterstown Plaze. 338-1300

Not Just Another Show...

But An Event!




