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TRAZANA

Theater is a brutally honest artform. The oc-
tor tries to create on alternative redlity in o
limited spoce before a live oudience. The reac-
tion is immedicte. Trazono Beveriey's ortistry
ploces her among the frist rank of Americon
octresses.

Her vivid and unforgettable performance in
“For Colored Girls Who Have Considered

Svicide when the Rainbow is Enuf” gornered
a 1977 Tony Award for her, as the best ociress
on Broadway in a dromatic role. |
Ms. Beveriey transforms herself info o
character with an ease that is both magicol

and technicolly impressive. Her roles have
been as diverse as the “Lody in Red” in “For
Colored Girls” to the title role in Bertold
Brecht's powerful ploy on the Thirty Yeors' Wor
“Mother Couroge.”

Her latest role is one that is even more
meaningful and emotional than her previous
_roles. She is now frying fo mount on Broad-
way o semi-outobiographicol, one womon
show entitled “The Spirit Moves."

The project is very close to Trazano
Beverley's heort.” This play is portially
avtobiographicol,” Ms. Beverly soid, smiling
almost shyly.” It coincides with my own
spiritval reawokening. | put it fogether over
the lost eight yeors.”

“The Spirit Moves” is a great theatrical risk
becouse it is, in the words of the outhor,
Spiritval Theater. Spiritual theater according
to Ms. Beverley is droma done with the highest
professional standards with on uplifting
spiritval message.

“Spiritual theater is not about preaching ot
people or denominationolism. t's about

spiritual messoges that are a port of the play.

BEVERLY
Up Close and Personal

A person should be able to enjoy it like any

Like most religious sogas worldwide that
fecture some test or hordship, Trazono
Beveriey’'s mountain to climb is the traditional
reluctance of commercial theater to produce
“religious dromas.™

There have been plays on Broodway with
religious themes, but many of them have been
ognositc in tone ond featured charocters that
wrestied with troubling doubts about religious
foith. Some others plays thot made it fo Brood-
way with religious themes such as Langston
Hughes' “Black Nativity” oand James Weldon
Johnson's “God’s Trombones” fectured rous-
ing gospel music.

“The Spirit Moves” features some singing by
Ms. Beverley along with her multi-charocter
portrayols.” W's basicolly about 0 womon who
is living in the world. She comes home fto
where her grondmother lived, a ploce where
the grandmother influenced her greotly ond
gove her love.” the outhor-octress said.

She continved, “The 13th chapter of Corin-
thians says that love abideth forever. | believe
genunine love has o woy of coming bock. Dur-
ing the course of the play the character per-

sonifies the grandmother and other persons
in her life who made her foce things.”

As Ms. Beverly spoke her hands made
groceful designs in the air, her smile became
slightly wider and her voice become more
lyrical. She was obviously speaking with fond-
ness for the charocter. -

“The play s on emotionol cathoarsis, a house
cleaning. The ocudience should see the octress

go through chonges before they know it's all
right,” she odded.

Trazona Beverley is olso going ogoinst
aonother tide in Americon theater as she af-

fempis 1o bring her spiritval drama 1o the

Broodwoy stoge. Aside from musicals, very
few block dramas have made it on Broodway

in the last few yeors.

“Broodway works on a formulo; they don't
toke foo many chaonces. About two thirds of
all the plays on Broadway, block or white ore
musicals. We con support a drama on Broad-
way but we really have to go after advanced
ticket sales and we have to do a lot of publicity
o get our oudience up there.” she stated
emphatically.

She continued her train of thought, “I don't
see why o great ploy like The Mighty Gents'’
by Richord Wesley didn’t moke it. | believe the
oudience is there, if we con get the show up
there and get the audience there initially then
the word of mouth and other things will keep
it going.”

by R.B. Jones
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Another one of Trazana Beveriey’s obstocles
to overcome is a lack of funds o mount the
show. In September she held o radiothon to
raise money in her hometown of Baltimore,
Md. And she also held o September perfor-
mance for potential bockers in New York.

Despite her lack of funds, she has per-
formed the show in Nashville, Tennessee,
Seattle, Washington and other cities ond has
received rave reviews.

In theater parlance, what she needs is on
angel to put the money up for the show to be
mounted at its very best.

It is Ms. Beverley's spiritual beliefs thot sus-
tain her through the ups and downs of her
career and through her attempts to succeed
with “The Spirit Moves” although she would
not portray herself os some kind of saint.

I don't pretend that I've always gone to
churth. My spirituval revitalization hos taken
ploce over the last ten yeors,” she soid.

She continved, “| was roised in Sharp Street
Methodist Church in Boltimore. Like the Bible
says, if you train up a child in the way, he will

not deport from it. At least not permanently.
in my family, somebody always mode sure |
made it to Sunday School and church.”

According to Ms. Beveriey the basis of her
spirituality is o closeness with God thot
transcends the traditionol way of religious ex-
pression. ‘When you get renewed spiritually,
denominationalism gets lost. You strive to get
closer to God. Too many people who go to
church have a cerebral religion but they don't
feel it."

(Continued on page 14)

* * IT'S IN THE STARS » =

Your horoscope

may be a source of revelation or depression,
depending on your state of mind. Be clear on
the reasons you use for decision-moking. Be
foir to others you think are neglecting you,
especiolly on the 21st.

You may wont fo get away from it all,
especiolly around the 28th, but be careful how

you plon your escape.

Aries THE RAM
(March 20 - Apr. 29)

You had the energy you needed to portly
New Yeoars, but do you have it when you
return 1o work?- You will, if you got the res
you needed before retuming to work. Your
presence seemed to dominate the holidays,

ond this energy continues as you impress

(10th-11th). |
You're in donger of burnout if you don’t get
the rest you need by the 23rd.

Towrws THE BULL
(April 20 - May 20)

it may have been a surprise to some when
you seemed the life of the porty after New
Yeors, ond token over the workploce at the
saome time. This feeling of power becomes por-
ticulorly intense the 10th thru 14th, but be
careful the motivation is not 10 impress
someone else.

Let romonce rule your heart for a change
instead of work on the 19th. Focus on the

homefront on and around the 25th.

Geminl THE TWINS
(May 21 - June 20)

You've made a definite impression on
several people already — remain in the
background and know who needs you. What
needs 0 be done can succeed on the 15th, . the
height of your peak power period.

You'd do well 1o listen to the concerns of
others, especially oround the 21st. You con
learn from others ond gain insight that will
leod to an important decision by the end of
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sign ss the ability to look younges

20 borm with the sum wn your sign right
trom the start A sense of anticipation

in hetghtensd by e moon n pow sign
the first wesk of Jonwery.

Ceancer THE CRABS

health, moke appointments early in the
month. Finoncial goins are indicated toword
the 17th. This could olso be interpreted as
emotional wealth. Live with your feelings in-
stead of fighting them. Unnecessary pressure
con only make you more tense.

You wonder if people recally believe you
when work tokes its toll on your, especially
around the 27th.

By Harriette Lane

Leo THE LION
(July 23 - Awg. 22)

Your resistance is slightly run down when
the yeor begins, and affairs of the heort are
infense, especiolly around the 7th. There will
be a renewed commitment from someone who
counts on the 19th.

Beware of the tendency to enjoy pleasures
to excess, particulorly on or around the 25th.
Watch mpulsive spending on the 27th

Virgo THE VIRGIN
(Avwg. 23 - Sept. 22)

Proceed diligently toward the gools you've
set for yourself in the New Year. Your mind
is keen, ond discipline will be an asset,
especiolly around the 13th. Lend your help fo
a Copricorn on the 17th.

Your high power doys (20-22) come ot a time
when other tempers need cooling down. Your

reassurance will be helpful to them. Force
yourself to toke your own advice, your high-
strung energy may moke you Nervous.

Libre THE SCALES
Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)

Someone you've met on the New Yeor
proves beneficial to you romantically oround
the 12th. This is also a good time o redecorate
after the holidays. Pay closer attention to
finonces around the 19th; your generosity may
put you in trouble when you need your assets
the most.

Libras will find travel appealing toward the
end of the month, along with perhaps the
desire to change jobs as well.

Scorpio THE SCORPION
m- ” - Now. ﬂ)

Let the celebrating continue without you in
the beginning of the New Year- You're receiv-
ing conflicting messages from superiors who
are not sure of your commitment 10 your work.
Use your high power days (7-9, 25-26) to set
up the lines of communication you need to get
your ideas ocross.

Community service is highlighted the week
of the 21st. It's possible you may heor from
a distant relative by the end of the month.

Segitterius THE CENTAUR
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Others may not want to listen o your ideas
as they settie back to the saltmines--curb your
tendency towards self-righteousness especiol-
ly around the 10th. Your communications
become more eloquent on the 15th, and by
week's end your expressions ore geored
towoards romance.

This excitement over a loved one may lead

to the purchase of special gift around the 27th.
Plan a breather by the end of the month for

rejuvenation.
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