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not sit down and watch the great
stars who worked there such as
Cab Calloway, Lena Horne, the
Nicholas Brothers, Duke Ellington
and many, many others. Now
forget about your imagination
and accept the hard, cold reality
that there really wos a Cotton
Club located in the heart of

Poge 3

the movie has gigantic, gaping
flaws like the often somnabulistic
octing of Richard Gere, the
charoeters come to life on the
silver screen—they live, breathe,
sweat and fornicate just like real
people do.

Secondly, the movie deals with
o series of intricate plots and

recharged by exposing
themselves to the fervid creativi-
ty of Langston Hughes, ond other
prominent black writers and or-
tists whose talents were virtual-
ly exploding during those doys.

Summing it all up, "Cotton
Club” is o daring, adventurous
and exciting movie that will ir-
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War At Dluves

nigon; on Jaonuory 18 ond 19 ; ,_. *-w e
“Lord Lift Us Up” by Ed Heath; o “ Y ,?
and on Jonuary 26 and 27, “One |

W
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1985 ot

Alley
If you remember “Slipping In-
to Darkness,” “The Cisco Kid,” or
“The World Is A Ghetto” from the
good old doys or “Outiaw” from
1983, you won't want to miss Lee

Oscar, Lonnie Jordan, Popa Dee
Allen or Howard Scott collectively

Lnown as WAR at Blues Alléy un-

iil Monday, January 7. For more
Jetails coll 202-337:4141.

“Drighton Deach
- .Memoirs™

Neil Simon's new comedy,
‘Brighton- Beach Memoirs™ will
~lay at the National Theatre in
Mashington, D.C. until Jonuory 6.

tor times ond ticket prices coll

702-554-1900.

Wynton Marsalis

-

New Orleans bom trumpeter
Nynton Marsalis will be perfor-
~ing for one show on Saturdoy,
~nuary 19 ot Painter's Mill
iheatre ot 8 p.m. Tickets ore

:14.50 ond may be purchased ot
nost Baltimore and Washington
Hecht Co. stores. For further in-

ormation coll 363-0810.

Arena Players
Presents

The Areno Players will present
ihree plays during the month of

lanuary. On Joanuary 11 ond 12,
they will present “Out of the
‘Aists of Time” by Rosa Lee Hen-

for the greater Boltimore ond
Washington oreaos. Published by the
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Monkey Don't Stop No Show" by
Don Evons ond -
Showcose

orch Song

Trilogy” at
Mechanic

Harvey Fierstein's comedy,
“Torch Song Triology™ opens ot
the Morris Mechanic Theatre on
Tuesday, Jonuory 8 ot 7:30 p.m:
ond runs until Jonuary 26. For
more information coll 625-1400.

Davis
Planetarium

“mysteries of the Milky Woy"
will run through Jonuary 6 ot the
Science Center’s Davis
Planetarium. For more details

coll 685-5225.
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arch 30 and 31,

) illuminated

gtnprise the first

om the Walters'

vownes collection since

(il is locoted in the

Vb gollery ond

runs through January 16. For
more details call 547-9000.

“Pops’® Series
The Baltimore Symphony Or-
chestra’s upcoming “Pops” series
concert will feature o musical ex-
cursion into the world of donce
on Saturday, Jonuory 5 ot B:15
p.m. in the Meyerholf Symphony

Hall. For more information coll
837-5691.

“Dracula’™ At .
Kennedy Center

Mortin Londou is starring in the

clossic “Drocula” at the Kennedy
Center Eisenhower Theater, For

more details coll 202-254-3670.
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Catonsville Community College. .

Student oged 11-15 studying
piono, strings, woodwinds, and
brass. ond voice students aoged
14-17 ore eligible. Cash awards
will be given to the top three
finalists. For more details coll
455-4109.

Audition Notice

Auditions for “Time Remem-

bered.,”” o romantic com-
edy by Jean Anouilh, will be held

on Mondoy ond Tuesday, Jonuary
21 and 22 from 7:30 p.m. to 10
p.m. For further information coall
Barbara Hudson at 992-6532.

sponsoring the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater ot the
Lyric Opera House on Friday and
Saturday, February )} oand 2. For
further details on fickéts ond per-

formance times call 396-3181.

Maryland
Inaugural Dall

The Maryland Inaugural Com-
mittee is presenting a host of oc-

tivities plus an Inaugurol Ball of
the Sheraton Washington Hotel

on Jaonuory 19 ond 21. For more

information on tikets and times
call 448-2600.

“Hurry up. you should have gone yesterday " —
Clive Barnes, N.Y. Post

. e

THE ALVIN AILEY

Lyric Opera House
February 1-2

| e

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 18 2, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $30.00, $25.00, $20.00, $17.50, $15.00, $12.50, $10.00

+ Sat., Feb. 2, 2:00 p.m.
Tickets: $25.00, $20.00, $16.00, §J4.00, $12.50, $10.50, $8.50

Tickets and program Information:
call 396-3181,9.00 am. 10 4:00 p.m.

Tickets also available at Lyric Box Office after Jan. 14

Sponsored by Urban Services Agency/Cultural Arts Program
| and W)Z-TV, Channel 13
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Pickihg- “Cotton Club™ As
One of 1984’s Dest Movies

Encounters with reolity are
often painful, disturbing ond in-
furiating. One of the painful
realities, disturbing truths, ond
infuriating insights into lite in
America dealt with in Froncis
Coppola’'s latest screen gem
"Cotton  Club” IS the
unodulterated fact that segrego-
ion and racism hove been

prevalent in this country every
since the first black men ond
women were brought here by
slave ships.

Imagine, if you will, o
nightclub sitting smack dab in the
middle of Harlem at 142 Street
and Lenox Avenue where blacks
could perform, wait on tables
and clean up the floors, but could

COMING
FEBRUARY 8

"PAINT THE
TOWN RED"

A Guide to nightlife in the
Baltimore-Washington
Corridor

Highlights:

—NIGHTCLUBS
—RESTAURANTS

_WHAT YOU EXPECT WHEN YOU

GET THERE

—TYPES OF ENTERTAINMENT

AVAILABLE

AND MUCH MORE

DEADLINE:
JANUARY 25, 1985

For Information, Contact:

Bonnie Matthew Butler

301-728-8200

America’s biggest black com-
munity.during.the 1920's _and
1930's where blacks could not go
as patrons.

Indeed, the manifestations of
racism are most often ludicrous
and ridiculous and sometimes, in
retrospect, you can sit down and
laugh at the way things used to
be. However, for the folks who
began working at the Cotton Club
when it first opened up in 1923,
there was nothing humorous
about what they were doing—
they were simply accepting the
realities of life and doing their
best to make it big in the enter-
tainment world. White folks were
in control of the club and it you
wanted to be in show business.
you had to work for them— it
didn’t matter if you come in the
back door or if your mother and
father could not sit in the ou-
dience and watch you work.
What mattered was that you
were getting a chance to sharpen
your performing skills on stage
and that you were getting paid.
Working at the Cotton Club was
about surviving!'

Dealing with the painful,
disturbing and infuriating reality
of what it was like for performers
working at the Cotton Club dur-
ing the 1920's really made my
blood boil and my adrenalin
surge to dangerous levels when
| first previewed this movie.
Another thing that grated my
nerves is that Richard Gere, who
portrays mobster Dutch Shultz’s
flunky, is louded throughout the
movie as the greatest musician
around despite the fact that the
Cotton Club was packed to the
rafters with the best block musi-
cians in the world. But this type
of ethnocentrically egotistical
behavior persists during the
1980's when Ston Getz, Chuck
Mangione, Hall and Oates ond
any other caucasian musicians-
singers who sound black are
regarded by their blood brothers
as the ultimate masters of their
craft,

Getting right on down to the
real nitty gritty, | must say thot
“Cotton Club” was o very Iir-
ritating movie for me to sif
through because it dealt with so
many truths about the status of

. blacks in America—in the past

ond today.

Nevertheless, | am compelled
to state that “Cotton Club"” is one
of the very best movies to be
released during 1984.

Why?

First of all, it is o story of epic
proportions in the tradition of the

“Godfather’ series that Coppolo

subplots that give the moviegoer
greater _insight into the
character’'s personal life. Over o
period of years, we see the
characters transform or evolve in
many ways as they go through
the vicissitudes of life. We see o
black woman compelled to pass
for white in order to succeed. We
see the rise ond fall of mobsters
as they connive and murder ond
maoke deals related to toking
over the numbers racket in
Harlem and other illegal ac-
tivities. We see people selling
their souls, bodies and minds to
become owners of nightclubs,
the favored pets ol mobsters, or
to gain power in the criminal
underworld that flcknshed dur-
ing the days of Prohibition. We
see families fight and reunite.
And then there is the dancing
of the Hines Brothers and the
beautiful black women who
make up the chorus line at the
Cotton Club. Incredible! The
movie is worth seeing just for the
dancing and the convincing im-

pressions of Jazz greats like Cab

Calloway who are featured in the
movie.

With regard to the acting in
‘Cotton Club,” it must be said

that Richard Gere, who is osten:
sibly the star, is passable in his
role as a white trumpet player
who exists on the fringe of
Harlem life. Interestingly, it is
Gregory Hines who has the most
memorable role in the movie.
During the flick we see him go
through myriad changes revolv
ing around his relationship with
one of the chorus girls who is
passing for white in her secret
life and his existential decision
the split up the dance duo with
his brother in order to take big-
ger and better show business op-
portunities. Gregory Hines
comes across as the most
believeable character in the
movie and displays a dramatic
flair that could make him a ma-
jor star if he becomes one of the
few blacks that will be chosen for
maijor acting roles in future Hicks.

One other interesting aspect of
this movie is that it deais with the
ongoing fascination of whites for
black music and black culture.
During the heyday of the Cotton
Club. the richest and most
famous whites flocked to the
nitery in droves to tantalize their
joded palates with the lively, ex-
citing éntertainment provide by
black artists.

This was during the fomed
Harlem Renaissance when those
of Europeon descent came 10
New York's black community to

ritate you because of its glimpse
at_whaot life was like for black
entertainers during the 1920s,
but that will also move you with
the many great and small tales
that are told during the flick. |
just wish there could have been
more of the movie so that we
could have explored the lives of
some of the other black musi-
cians who began their careers ot
the Cotton Club.

Still, it is great to see so many
blacks doing their thing on the
silver screen in an ero when roles
for darker folks are scarcer than
hen's teeth.

Musical
Happenings

Virginia Union
Concert

The Miles W. Conner Chaptcr
of the Virginia Union Universily
Alumni Association is presentin g

An Evening of Concert Mu .t
with the VA. Union Choir* on
Sunday March 100t Sp.m_in >
Joseph Meyerhoft Symphony
Hall. For more information call
466-1969.

DSO SERIES

On Thursday ond Friday, Jonuary
3 and 4, the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra will present a "Celebr|
ty”" series featuring Catherine
Comet, conductor ond Lorin

Hollander, pianist. For more in
formation call 727-7300.
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