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Bobbi Humphrey coming to e

Dan White who assassinated BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN

both the mayor, George Moscone
and city supervisor Harvey Milk
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On Stage

“The Execution of Justice:"
So Good It Could Become

A Classic

it the first play of Center
Stage's Playwrights 85 Series,”
“The Execution of Justice” by Emi-
ly Mann, were fiction it would
rank as o creation of genius for
its «compelling plot, brilliant
character development and
thought provoking theme.

The fact that the play is based

on real events and real people
makes it both frightening and

fascinating. Ms. Mann used court
transcripts and interviews 10
write one of the finest historical
plays or docudramas this writer
has ever seen.

The play centers on the trial of

San Francisco City Supervisor
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in 1978,

' Dan White was the 10“0
essential all-Americon boy. Prior
to entering city politics he had
been a star athlete, policemon,
decorated fireman .ond good

Catholic from a conservative
working class neighborhood.

White had been opposed to the
liberaf politics of Mayor Moscone
and the open advocacy of goy
rights by Supervisor Harvey Milk
who was a declared homosexual.

The murderer Hecided in 1978

to resign his seat on the boord of

sypervisors due to financial
pressutes. He tendered his
resignation and then tried fo
pressure the mayor fo give him
his seat back.

The mayor refused. White
climbed through a window in Ci-
ty Hall to avoid metal detectors
and proceeded to visit the mayor
and shoot him five times; the last
two shots were to the back of the
head. .

Next White went to see Harvey
Milk who had opposed his reop-
pointment and shot him four
times, twice in the body and
twice in the head. He then call-
ed his wife met her at a church
and then proceeded to a police
station to turn himself '

White's defense at his triol waos
that he sutfered from diminished
capacity due to excessive inges-
tion of junk food such as pofato
chips and Twinkies and the finan-
cial pressures that coused his
resignation.

White was convicted of volun-
tary maonsloughter not  first
degree murder. Gays in San
Francisco rioted over what they
saw was the injustice of White
getting off with o light sentence
of seven years eight months. He
only served about five yeors and
was paroled early in 1984.

Emily Mann's play is a court-
room drama, but it is also an ex-
position of the otfitudes that

created the volatile environment
that led 1o the assassingtions.

With the election of Moscone
‘as moyor and Harvey Milk as
supervisor, the conservafive ele-
ment that had once run the city
were defeated. They, along with
many average citizens felt thot

~ the Moscone regime was turning

the city into o haven flor
“perveris’.

As thé characters in the play
testified, the police were
disgruntled with the new hands
off policy toward gays and ethnic
minorities. Some of them im-
plicitly supported White's octions

‘gressive porty

Odell’s on New Year's

By Frederick |. Douglass
People who like fun and good

lile alreody know that they
belong down at Odell’s on New
Yeor's Eve where many. pro-
plan fo
welcome 1985 while sipping
champagne, munching on hors d’
oeuvres, plus listening to the
flute stylings of Ms. Bobbi Hum-
phrey. Carlos Johnson,” one of
Baltimore’'s favorite sox-
ophonists, will also be on hand to
entertain with the members of
the Zone | Band,

Looking at the chosen in-
struments of contemporary musi-
cions, it becomes abundantly
cleor that the flute is one instru-
ment that has yet to reach ifs
maximum potential, in both Jazz
ond Top40 music. While there
have been several excellent

flautists to whisper through the

delicate instrument over the
years, most have relegated it fo

second string while concentrating
on the sax as their major axe.

Not so with Bobbi Humphrey,
however. The flute is her sole in-
strument and she Is very much in-

to mastering every subtie nuance
and tonal variation possible on

her chosen oxe. “| started play-
ing flute when | was sixteen”

states Bobbi. “I played in the high |

school band and loter went to
Southern Methodist University
where | majored in music...|
never thought that ol this would
happen to me, you krow, mak-
ing records, traveling all over the

world and meeting all kinds .of -

M2010° 1S
AN EXCITING
hC|

people. It all happened so fast in
the beginning of my coreer...| left

Texas, went to New York, and
the next thing | knew; | was ploy-
ing a gig with Duke Ellington...A
lot of other musicions helped me
like Herbie Mann who let me sit
in with his band. ..Later | went on
tour with him...It's all been so
beautiful.”

Discussing the people that
have influenced her playing the
most, Ms. humphrey states "I
reolly dig Hubert Lows as a musi-
cian. | first heard him when | was
in high school. . . o few years
later, | had the opportunity to
meet him and he taught me a lot
about the flute and how to make
it in the music business...| think
that the two major geniuses of
modern music are Stevie Wonder
and Duke Ellington. Stevie's still
alive and making beautiful
music, but the Duke is gone. One
of my favorite albums that I've
recorded is “Satin Doll” which
was done in honor of Duke Ell-
ington. What | was trying to do
on that album. was to
demonstrate the genius of Black
musicians like Stevie and Duke.
They .are classical composers as
for as I'm concerned.” |

Born under. the'sign of Taurus,
Ms. Humphrey states. | beligve

that there ,is some truth [ in

astrology, but you can't live your
life ‘by i1’ Some of general
Taureon traits seem 16 apply to
my life, but | believe much more

in myself and my. flute..that ‘s
(Continue on Pg. 13) -
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8y Bonnie Matthews Butler

Kind of hard ta_de fayors fo
folks now a days’ . o, .

Just the other night, Friday
Plus. V-108 and the new Gatsby's
hooked up for an atfair §p roise
money and goiher food for the
needy. 4

The public’'s response was fon-
tastic. Canned goods ond ton-
(ributions flowed into the club. It
was a gos! 5 ‘

But when Saturday night come,
seemed like a replay of that old

- Dining Ou

By C. 7. Goodmen

If there is a restaurant in
Baltimore with ”nﬁnosphere."
than Midtown Yocht Club. ot 15
E. Centre Street, is it. This small
downtown pub perfectly ac-
complishes the necessary task of
relaxing its diners simply with its
well constructed surroundings.
The best jukebox in the city, o
limited yet on-target menu, ond
o large open borrel of fresh
peanuts free for the taking,
make Midtown Yacht Club one of
the upcoming favorites watering
holes.

While traveling east on Center
Street, don't blink as you poss

. Charles or you might miss this
| eatery. and, you don't want to do

that. Although their menu is not

very diverse, whot they do offer

is superbly prepored and priced

Execution

(Continued from Py. 12)

ing. and analyzing the situation
and the progress of the ftriol,
make for powerful contrasts.
Although it is apparent thot
Ms. Mann' thought that the

{ disposition of the’Dan White Case
' wos a degredation of justice, her
bias does neot reduce the reol

people portrayed and their feel-

| _ings to black and white, good and
4 |- evil stereotypes. .
107 The actors W this play were

generally outstending, ond
although | am' not: familior- with
the persons they portrayed, their

.'. :

- performances made me leel as if

| knew thou'.opl' They were
flesh and blood people wrestling

big bucketof milk and then kick-
ed it over.

Gatsby's owner, Tony Triplin
was enjoying a moment of suc-
cess at the party. We figured it
might be greal to invite the
Temptations (who were appear-
ing at Painters Mill on Saturday)
to the Charles Street bistro after
the performance.

This was the end result of o

conversation at which | '!nformod'

him | wos goifig fo the show. We

just right,
One. of the best selections is

the steamed mussels prepared in
beer ond butter. For $4.50, two

dozen large black shells with o
sort of sexy looking surprise in-

‘side (well, they do call them

aphrodisiacs, don't they?). are
delivered. And, they -are
delicious: The seafood gumbo of
$2.50 is olso quite tosty, ond
aln:ost oo much fo eaf for one
serving. '~ 4
But before you fill Up on either.
moke sure you grab’ o few
peanuts from the barrel to munch
on while you wait. Even i you're
not hungry. Midiown Yacht Club
has o great non-verbol rule of
throwing the emply peonuls

shells on the floor: Everybody. It's
something you really must do or

you won't feel a part of the place.
So, try o put bside oll those rules

e ’

ndustry—-she is 0s

,_,.wbbom as a bull end has main-

1ained her determination 1o be o
first class artist despite the fact
that when she first hit the scene
during the early 1970's there

were a Iotolpnpbw‘bw
athcromllﬂd“ﬂ"vmd"
had going was thot she was o
novelty oct os O femole Jozz
Hloutist. °
Discussing - the
hauvanlsm the hos
during her cor
“most of the

_molo

sfory about the cow who gﬁl o

citing for the crowd ot the club to  the Temps. Having been on the

mee! the Temps. "

Owner Triplin suggt
style and offere his limo, it wos
grociously accepted since com-

pored to my mode of tronsporta- |

tion this was heaven.

What o pleasure it was, 100.
The long. beige limo, withrits col-
or T.V., well stocked bor, stereo.
and plush gavy blue seats was
most impressive. |

Mind you now, this arrange-

t

of neatness your Mama taught
you and go for it . . . (the erun-
ching as people walk by will
grow on you.)

So far, Midtown Yacht Club has
already hecome a favorite of the
theatrical ortsy set which always
mokes for @ freer-type of-
mosphere than "in  most
restaurants. It's easy fo feel com-
fortoble and even edsier 10
return again and agoin for an en-
ioyable tirmeis: w6 my o i

Oh. and make sure you chack
out the jukebox before your
order comes. Vintage hits by Otis
Redding, Prince, Lou Reed.
Smokey and many more sef o
very mellow mood, perfect to
crunch peanuts or slurp mussels
by. y

inexpensive; * * * *; Accepfts
mojor credit cards

Y (continued from pg. 12)

nonball Adderly and my idol,
Duke Ellington. All they were
concerned with was me doing the
best job possible. Other musi-
cians have been wonderful to me
ond have reclly helped me get
my progrom together.

" the greafest ex-
periences in my life come about
when | ployed my flute on Stevie
Wonder's ‘Sengs. in the Key of
Life's olbum. Stevie is absolutely

backwords fo lnlp
nothing but praise
tle thing that you do.”

So those of you whe are fmilior
with Bobbi's albums like “Fancy
Dancer,” "Satin: Doll.” "Tailor
Made” and Blacks and Blues™ and

rood for &
tedlgoin

were

| was o lucky lady when a

jurns out he was very, very close
to the Temps.

After much discussion and per-
suasion wewere able to capture
the two newest Temps, Ron
Nelson ond Ali Ollie, o accom-
pony us in the timo to Gatsby's.

When we arrived there, the
red corpet was awaiting us and
the response from the crowd was
fantastic. |

When | introduced these

Ak Ak

‘Tong fime and driven
oll night ta get hare, they »
not easily persuaded 1o joif me’

in the 10-mile trip.fromPointery |
Mill to downtown Baltimore.
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iou¥ ‘Guys ‘16" the crowd the

house came down. Both of the

men ropped for about 10 minutes

Mo a cheering crowd. It wos o

nreal moment.

The tone for the evening waos
set. Then, 1o my surprise, hwas’
informed that there would be no -

F 3

how" v 09

The embarrasment. . was
devostating. ‘
| wish to give a hurrgh 10
the Temptations and Akim who
graciously arranged ‘heir own
transportation back to the hotel.
A resounding “no-no’ to night
club owners who are thoughtless
obout the welfare and the work:
ing ortists who trovel the roads
entertaining vs. They deserved
better.

gentleman nomed Akim in: limo to retun the guests 10 their
iroduced himself 1o me and a8 it b :
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At |
1817 N. Charles Street

Party "All Nite Long™

featuring

il MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE
PARA ‘

S o ADJSE"
SALTIMORE’'S BEST NIGHTCLUS

ORI O

Chesh Theatre
for Feature Timms

Toligate Town Cir /Bel Air
870 4830

8000 Baho Ml Pike © Ex 15W
74723800

w/ THE DEAD 20NE ond wore “Free Dan White" tee

shirts.

The lines spoken by the actors
as they portray various reol per-
A e 4 sons and the fictional characters
10 Rk who represent a kind of Greek

Kmae .
Tuge-4:30- 7:00-9.03 03-6.00-9: 55 Wed. Thurs:
Vog- Thues 19. 13- @5-0:00-9: 35 HRE; S Chorus, commenting, denounc-

complex and deeply ftroubled

issues of justice, law .ond

morality. 5 ,
ROTUNDA CINEMA Hopetully, Center Stoge Will
40h S1/Keswick fd put this ploy on next yeors
251000 * W STENEQ ' schedule because ifs run of six
. performaonces from December
20-23 did not enable enough peo-
ple . Nl o

with

play becouse

come from night club owners or
people in the who are
hearing me play for the First
ime. for as othér musi-

Kmas Day. 3. 00-
S 15<7:90-9:45% ed-Thuss
12 45-3:00-5:1%-7.50-9:4%
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