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By C.T7. Goodmean

Todoy, forty yeors ofter the
founding of the United Negrc
College Fund (UNCF), the
challenges that the organization
faces are greater thon ever. In
1982, out of the 1,101,499 block
students attending institutes of
higher leaming nationwide, on-
ly 216,572 were emvolled in
historically black colleges or
universities (43,089 attending
UNCF member institutions). This
is the lowest number of students
enrolled in black colleges in over
o decade.

The reasons for this decline are
varied ranging from controver-

sial philosophical ones to. very
basic, financial ones. Many ore
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Forty years and the challenge continueés

waste.” That's the slogon that has  blacks to pnu ond evcnmolly

represented the UNCF idealogy
for umd years. h's‘.ﬂ:hy N's
dromatics. And,

describes fthe of hundreds
of black ts, that every

yeor, apply to troditionally white
schools ond eventually wind vp

dropping out, unable to complete
their four yeors.

Instead, tho UNCF ond its
member instifutions would like 10

see these students originolly
enroll in block schools, where
they have o better chance of
graduating, o three and o haolf

times better chonte, according to
stotistics. -,

Some bdhu that thot better
chance is doé 19 on" inferiok

it-s0 aptly.

groduate. Others, mbre oware.

more willing o investigate the

_m more deeply, beliove
that that better chonee comes
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community support-that is pre-
sent ot black schools, from the
overt ond covert rocism thot is
obsent oh campws, ond the
positive block role models thot
ore evident daily. -
Needless to say, it is the
former of these explonations
that, despite its"invalidity, is

responsible for mony of the cur-
rent decisions being mode by

black students. They have heord
these opinions ond token them fo

,hooﬂ wiﬂouf “reseorching for
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understandable, some are even education - bifered by black themsetves whot is acwally pre-
warranted. but none moke the schools. Thot schools like . sent Of M‘lﬁ! Tuskegee,
situation any less unfortunate, Morehouse, Dillard, Fisk, ond Spelmon, Clork ond ‘Atlonto.

ony less disappointing. Xavier have lower standards,
“A mind is a terrible thing 0 thus making it “easier” for young (Continued on page 7)
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more " fréquently, it should be
Aoted that the tradition of suc-
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