“Talking TV

By Mike Easterling

Got good news for you this:

week. I'm not gonna knock
anything. Well, not real bad

anyhow. But I've some good
things to talk about.

First BENSON. It turns out that
Benson (Robert Guillaume) went
home to Baltimore. Now even
though we don't know what state
he is Lt. Governor of, we do

know a little more about the
state. One, it ain't Marylond, and

two, they let their Lt. Governors

just travel about alone. Maybe
it's the State of Shock.

Any way Benson comes home
to Baltimore. His family is typical.
An Aunt and uncle (Helen Mar-
tin &nd Julius Harris) and o

younger brother and sister (Kene
Holiday and Vernee Watson-

lohnson) are there when Benson
arrives. The plot of the story was

nothing special. He comes home*

and finds himself in the middle of

a faomily squabble (sound
familiar), which not only gets

blamed on him but he is called
upon fo solve.

But that is not what | found
most interesting about this

episode. Look at the cast. All of
the family members were por-
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trayed by seasoned Black televi-
sion actors. Holiday and Watson-
Johnson appeored together as
regulars in CARTER COUNTRY.

Helen Martin wos a semi-regular
on SANFORD AND SON. She was

one of Esther's church sisters.
Remember?

Julius Horris did a memorable
portrayql of Idi Amin on a net-
work special and first appeared
as o regular in the old FLIPPER
series. It would be a shame to get
all of that talent in one place for
just ONE show. Maybe we'll see
them agion. I'm tolkin’like in
spinoff series. Let’'s hope. ABC
could use the help.

As a matter of foct, ABC gave
itself a potential shot in the old
ratings orm with a sitcom that
premiered last Friday. OFF THE
RACK is a silcom starring Ed
Asner (Lou Gront) and Eileen
Brennan (Private Benjamin) os

partners in the fashion industry.
Asner is unbelievably funny as

Waltman. The series is based

on a clever idea, but it will be the
strong performances and

chemistry of these two per-
formers that will make or break
the series. | think OFF THE RACK
fits.
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FRIDAY, DEC. 21
—"V'" (8-9 p.m.) Diana (Jone

Badler) creates a deadly clone of
Elizabeth (Jennifer Cooke) which
escapes from the laob and wreaks

havoc tracking the stargirl; and
~hile freedom fighters try to
smuggle refugee children to
safety for Christmas, Resistance
headquorters is targeted for
destruction when Bates (Lane
Smith) tricks Julie (Faye Grant) in
“A Reflection in Terror.”
SATURDAY, DEC. 22
—""The Smurfs Christmas
Special” (8-8:30 p.m.). The Smurts
battle a dark and sinister
stranger who threafens to spoil
their Christmas ond endangers
the lives of two lost children in
this animated Yuletide program.
_"Gimmie A Break” (9-9:30
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TV Christmas Round-up on

p.m.). Because of their life-long
friendship, Nell and Addy (Nel!
Carter and Telma Hopkins)
decide to spend a sentimental
Christmas together at Addy's
apartment, but the “spirit” of the
holiday is lost when they begin
fighting over Addy's good-
looking neighbor in “The Spirit of
Christmas.”
SUNDAY, DEC. 23

—"Punky Brewster"” (7-8 p.m.).
Henry (George Gaynes) ploys
santa at Punky's Soleil Moon
Frye) school to make. sure she
doesn’t lose the Christmas spirit
in “Yes, Punky, There is a Santa
Clous.”

MONDAY, DEC. 24

—"Christmas With Friends”
(11:30 p.m.-midnight; closed-
coptioned). Ed McMahon, Doc

Old Fashion Train For Kids

Of All Ages

A 200-square foot garden of
miniaoture buildings, tunnels,
authentic-looking terrain, @
working waterfall and four 0 and
027 gauge Lionel trains will be on
disploy at Maryland Public Televi-
sion (MPT) in Owings Mills. Kids
of all ages are invited to visit this
exhibit free of charge from Fri-
day, December 21 through Sun-
day, January 6. The hours are:
Monday through Friday from 6:00
p.m. 1o 9:00 p.m. On Saturdays

ond Sundays, from 1:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Closed on Christmas

day and New Year's Eve.

MPT, is located on Bonita
Avenue in Owings Mills, north of
Gwynnbrook Avenue.

This will be the fourth con-
setuls .« year the train exhibil

" has been available for viewing.

This year, the trains will be set
up in one of MPT's three studios.

Lionel trains are the brainchild
of Joshua Lionel Cowen. Cowen,

ever the perfectionist, insiﬂoc‘

that his trains be authentic down
to the last detail. The four trains
featured in MPT's display include
approximately 50 passengers

ond freight cars, engines and
cabooses, some of which are 30

to 40 years old.

The train exhibit was con-
structed by MPT employees
through gifts from local
merchants. |
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Severinsen and Tommy Newsom
(and Johnny Carson in o comeo
appearance) are featured in a

progrom of traditional music,
Yuletide readings and the

120-voice choir of St. Mel's
Church of Los Angeles.
—"Christmas—Rome 1984"
(midnight to approximately 1:30
a.m.). Pope John Paul Il
celebrates the Christmas Mid-
night Mass in the Basilica of St.
Peter's in Vatican City. The
Sistine Choir will sing. English
commentary will be Archbishop
John P. Foley, President of the
Pontifical Commission for Social
Communications for The Vatican.
TUESDAY, DEC. 25
—"Christmas at Washington
Cathedral” (10-11 a.m.). The
Christmas Doy Service is schedul-
ed to be telecast live from the
National Cathedral in
Washington, DC, celebrated by
the Rev. Provost Charles A.
Perry. The sermon will be

delivered by the Rt. Rev. John T.
Walker, Bishop of Washington,
DC.
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THE DRAKE MOTEL

TOP SPOT IN BALTIMORE
Where Your Fantasies Become Reality

OFFERING:

AM/FM Radio
Mirrored Ceilings

immaoaculate Rooms—Color TV
Water Beds

2 Seporate Closed Circvit Adult Videos

819 North Point Rd.
Corner of North Point & Pulaski Hwy. (Rt. 40)
East Balto. (Exxon & Shell on corner)
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DEPARTURES

FREEPORT
FLING®

‘MON & FRI DEPARTURES
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ST. THOMAS
FLING™
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. P.p.
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7 NITE VACATIONS

PRICE INCLUDES: AIR & HOTEL,
TRANSFERS & MUCH MORE!
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Friday Plus, December 21, 1984

The Tube

TV program gulde for Baltimore/Washington
Friday, December 21, 1984 to Thursday, December 27, 1984
WEEKDAY DAYTIME REGULARS

- 8:30—

TOM AND JERRY

(MBO) MOVIE (MON, TUE, THU, FRD
(HBO) STANDING ROOM ONLY (WED)
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@) SALE

= 10:30—

OF THE CENTURY (MON,

200 WORLDS (TUE)
WILDERNESS (WED)

JOURNAL 8
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF HAWAI (THU)

— 11:30—
STUBBY PRINGLE'S CHRISTMAS

SCRABBLE

RYAN'S HOPE

FAMILY FEUD

@ INDEPENDENT NEWS

3-2-1 oommmz

VEGETABLE S0OUP WED-FRI)
SPECIAL PROGRAMMING HOUR

STEADY AS SHE GOES (MON)
(HBO) MOVIE (WED)
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q.-uwmumhuw. he is earthbound
and lovestuck as Clark Kent, pursuing @ less-than-smitten Lols
Lane (played by Margot Kidder)—her idea of a superhero does
not wear a handkerchief in his breast pocket—in “Superman,”

Sunday, Dec. 23 (8:00-11:00 p.m.).

tomorrow at
Lexington
Market

from
Noon-6 PM

Lexington Market will be open
tomorrow, Sunday, December
23rd for your holiday shopping
convenience.

For the finest, freshest,
seasonal foods in Baltimore
. . . don't you think you owe
yourself a trip to the Lexington
Market?

Park free in the
market garage
Sunday,
December 23.
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Lexington Market
400-300 West Lexington
Street

Baltimore, Marylend




